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Done his ride, Henry reflected upon N 
his recent adventure, Which had terminated 
ſo contrary to his expectations, —and upon 
what Sir William would think of his long 
abſence, as he had not given him to under - 


* 


ſtand he intended to dine out. He next re- 


collected the gates of the town would moſt 


probably be ſhut, but hoped a golden key 
would procure him admittance; as he knew 


n. W.. 8 


g — 
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Sir William would be exceſſively alarmed 


for his ſafety, if he was obliged to ſleep Ky 


without the town. The bad accommoda- 


tions he was likely to meet with was his leaſt 


concern; but, to his great joy, upon his 
arrival, found the gates had been kept open 
upon his account, which he gueſſed was by 
Sir William's deſire. He ſoon reached the 


_* Hotel de Villeneuve, and was informed by 


the porter, the Baronet had deſired to be 
appriſed of his arrival the moment he alighted. 
He choſe to be the bearer of the intelligence 
- himſelf. The poor old man was near fainting 
with joy when he made his appearance; and, 
when he could ſpeak, ſaid, © What has hap- 
pened, my dear Henry ? your countenance 
informs me nothing of a "_y ſerious nature 
Sas thus detained + kl r 7 257 

"Lock Firz-Olborne, willing to * the 
old Gentleman all the amends now in his 
power for the anxiety he had occaſioned him, 
"told him Mr. Trevors's animated deſcription 
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had to enflamied his curioſity; that he! was 


determined to obtain a ſight of her by ſome 
means or other, fearful he might not have 
an opportunity of doing it in public. He then 
proceeded to relate the commencerhent and 

ſequel of his adventure; omitting, as may be 


ſuppoſed, his own emotion and the Wen 
e jg 7 4 134 1 6 


The * WER ed 90 nd at 0 con- 
een he proteſted Henry would de the 
death of him; and declared, if any man 
ever deſerved to wear antlers, it was the old 
Prince: but adviſed his grandſon not to re- 
peat his viſits too often, for fear ſo keen a 
| ſportſman ſhould gueſs what game he was 
in purſuit of; — as the gates were kept open 
they agreed to tell their friends, that his 
having ſtaid out ſo. late was owing to an 
| Avignoneſe Nobleman, who had inſiſted 
upon his dining with him, as their Engliſh 
acquaintance had been to n after Rm 
during the courſe of bs day. 3 

f 32 Henry 
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Henry was very happy to find they had 
all been diſcreet enough not to mention his 
over-night's illneſs, White, and his better 


| half, had never been introduced to the Ba- 
ronet; elſe he would very probably have 


heard, what a ſtrange effect the name of 


_ Joſephine had had upon, Henry's nerves — 


or at leaſt might have attributed the viſit he 
paid the Caſtle des Iflarts rather more to 


Hove than curioſity, They retired at their 


uſual hour, and the Baronet proteſted, when 


they met in the morning, he had laughed 
himſelf to ſleep. Henry might with truth 
have ſaid, he had done the fame; as he had 
been exceſſively diverted by the various con- 
jectures he preſumed Colonel Falkland, 
Trevors, and Milton, had formed from his 


agitation the preceding evening. He de- 


termined to write a conciſe account of the 
whole affair to the Marquis, but for ob- 


vious reaſons did not fee] himſelf inclined 


| to be equally. communicative to his Joſe- 
Pfbine. He ſat down to write to his friend 
Nan. 
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4 aid he had breakfaſted, and then pro- 
ceeded to Colonel Falkland's. | Anna's eyes 
| ſparkled with delight the moment he entered 
the room, as ſhe now began to entertain 
ſerious hopes of making ſo deſirable a con- 
queſt; as the Colonel did all in his -power 
to accelerate, to him, ſo deſirable an event. 
His Lordſhip's love for the Princeſs des 
Ifarts, of which he did not entertain the 
ſlighteſt doubt, did not ſtrike him as being 
a very ſerious obſtacle ; yet his hopes by no 
means kept pace with his wiſhes, as he had 
very little expectation of obtaining Sir Wil- 
| lam's conſent to ſuch an union. He re- 
ceived his young friend with the feelings of 
a father, touched ſlightly upon his recent 
indiſpoſition, and felt a weight removed from 
his beart ; when his Lordſhip ſaid, with an 
expreſſive ſmile, he was perfectly recovered z 
and as the morning was very fine, aſked the 
Ladies if they were inclined, for * 0 wk oth 
| bee gas 3 "ti; a TI. 
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They readily agreed, as well as the Colo- 


nel, to the propoſal. Before they reached 
the Porte St. Michael they met Trevors, 
Milton, and a young Engliſhman, they had 
never ſeen, who had arrived only the even- 
ing before; and whom Milton introduced 
- 85 @ particular friend of his of the name of 
Belford; he was about Lord Fitz-Oſborne's 
age, and had been ſome years at Paris 
ftudying ſurgery ; was very chatty, and ſeemed 
perfectly good-humoured. Underſtanding 
the Ladies intentions, they joined their party; 


Mr. White's houſe lay in their road, and 


when they came near the door, the Colonel 
ſaid, If your Lordſhip has no objection, 
we will juſt aſk our country man how he 


does ue will not go in. ** 


4" lien e objection, only hoped 
they ſhould be favoured with ſome more of 
te good Lady's dreams. They knocked 
at the door, and in a few ſeconds 'the 

3 maſter of the houſe bounced out to receive 
. | . theſe 


MYSTERIOUS: wirr. 7755 A 7 > 


theſe diſtinguiſned viſitors z but ** wiſhed, 
he had not been in ſuch a hurry, as the 
moment the young ſtranger caught ſight - 
of him he exclaimed, ** Mr. White, how 
are you? I little expected to have found- 
you at Avignon.” The perſon to whom this 
ſpeech was addreſſed made a ſort of invo- 
luntary retrograde motion, and was ſeveral 
ſeconds before he could expreſs the pleaſure 
he felt at ſeeing Mr. Belford in the South of 
France. His wife, equally eager to diſplay 
her politeneſs, came running down ſtairs in 
her bed-gown, exclaiming, Lord have 
mercy upon me | Mr. White, how can you 
think of letting ſuch good company ſtand at 


the door? Pray, Ladies, walk in.” At this 


moment ſhe alſo caught ſight of the ſtranger, 
and exclaimed, in an accent of unkeigne> 
joy, <:Bleſs me! Tommy, are you there? 
Why, how you are grown; I am ſure] hardly * 
knew you at ſirſt; how did you leave all 

friends at Paris ? A look from her huſband 
put a ſtop to her loquacity. She . ſeemed 

af | | 34 1 confuſed, | 


3 '- mysTerrous we. . 
confuſed, and he looked exceſſively mortified ; 
though he' again aſked, wich difficulty, the 


; company. to walk in. They all begged to be 


- excuſed, and began to move forwards; and, 


= notwithſtanding the moſt- preſſing entreaties 


from both huſband and wife, Mr. Belford 
followed their example, after promiſing to 
look in upon them before he leſt the town. 
A ſoon as they were out of ſight of the 
| houſe, Milton aſked his friend where he had 
5 got 3 with this en couple? 


5 « 1 vas e Sint at Paris,” 810 
Belford. His wife lived with the Gentle - 
man and Lady I lodged with in quality of 
/ AAA IE Wen: 
e Tou do not fay fo,” faid Trevors, 
Why, the boaſting: puppy told me, among 
- other people, his wife was related 
the firſt- Carholic families in 
| Engkand.” 2 0 
His firſt wife POSED was, Sir,” aid . 
| Belford ; and ſhe had not been dead two 
months when he fell in love with his pre- 
BE: ſent, 


"i 
"op He came to Mr. Grimſtone's, a ver 
celebrated watch- maker, you may have heard 
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of where .I lodged, to have ſome - repairs 


done to his watch, ſaw this Lady ſweeping 


out the ſhop, and proteſted he thought it was 
his dear Emily returned from the dead to 
conſole him; ſo ſtrong was the reſemblance 
between them, and in a very few days 
his perſuaſive. elaquence tobbed me - of 
A miſtreſs, (this was ſpoke in a whiſper, 
and merely heard: by the three: young men) 
and Mr. Grimſtone of an-awkward, pert maid. . 

They were married within thiree weeks, and 
left Paris immediately; ſince Which tie. till 


within theſe ten minutes, I have never beheld - _ 


my dear Sally. I muſt return the compli- 
ment, you know, Ladies. This diſcovery 
amuſed the whole party exceſſively, and per- 


fectly accounted for Mrs. White's elegant 
manners. His Lordſhip took the three yaungy - 
men home to dinner with him, and, as Sir 
William thought, Mr. Belford ſeemed very - 
clever in his profeſſion, and promiſed to be 
1 an 


7 
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un agreeable companion. He offered him. 
an apartment in his hotel, as he could not 
help being ſometimes conſcious of the de- 
_ Uining ſtate of his health, which rendered 
© Him unwilling to move from home even in 
®' carriage; yet he often flattered himſelf the 
. weakneſs and languor he was ſenſible of at 
times merely proceeded: from the warmth of 
_ the climate—a happy, but very common de- 
luſion among conſumptive people. Mr. Bel 
ford readily accepted fo agreeable a propoſal 
and from that day became an inhabitant 
bf the Hotel de Villeneuve, very much to 
tte regret of both Mr. and Mrs. White; 
indeed, they never went into public after his 
arrival, and in a few * W proper to. 
leave v6 wor 
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BkrokkE the expiration of the month, 
Henry received another letter from his 
Joſephine, fraught with the moſt tender 
ſentiments, and a ſmall parcel, which con- 
tained. the promiſed picture in a ſhagreen 
caſe, He put it to his lips with the urmoſt 
| fervour, and determined it ſhould hence- 
forward be his conſtant companion. He 
anſwered her letter immediately; z but, after 
thanking her for what he termed an ineſti- 
mable gift, aſſured her it only increaſed his 
impatience to behold and embrace the fair 


B 6 original. 
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5 original. As for the Princeſs des Ifarts he 
a no more of her, as the old man took 
ber to a large ſeat he had in Languedoc 


tte week after his viſit at the Caſtle, Henry 


Was by no means ſorry, as he felt very little 


© Inclination to pay her a fecond viſit, His 


grandfather having now a. conſtant compa- 
nion, he viſited all the envirens of Avignon 
With the Falkland family. Anna tried every 

method to captivate him, and was often 
. © ſeriouſly provoked at the polite indifference 

Wich which he treated her, and was parti- 
cularly angry when he addreſſed her, as he 
frequently did by the title of his s little filter, 


Trevors and Milton often uſed to rally 
bim upon his conqueſt, and he, in the 
fame gay manner, proteſted they merely 
wilhed to make bim vain; though he had 
for ſome time ſuſpected Miſs Falklands 
partialiry in his favour, and ſoon had a 
very convincing proof of the truth of his 
: obſervations. He was a particular favourite 
= of 4 ed 5— 8 „ of courle of all his 
7” TE ow.” ans 
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ſelect parties 1 and, as" his Emdicience* wh q 


remarkably partial to the ſociety of young 
people, he had often little balls and concerts, 


as he particularly wiſhed to contribute to che 


amuſement of his youthful acquaintanee f 
either ſex. Lord Fitz-Oſborne and © Mis 


Falkland were always among the gueſts upon 


theſe occaſions, and as the Counteſs de 
Graffigny generally preſided as miſtreſs of 
the ceremonies, Mrs. Falkland uſually con- 
ſigned her daughter to her care, and ſpent 


theſe evenirigs in an agreeable te- d-lete with | 


her brother. The concert, which was com- 
poſed of the firſt inſtrumental and vocal per- 
formers the town afforded, and in which the 
Ladies and Gentlemen occaſionally. joined, 
always preceded the ſupper, and the ball 
finiſhed the evening. At one of theſe ſetes 
Mits Falkland, who was a remarkably good 
performer upon the piano - forte, was entreated 
as uſual to favour the company wich a ſpe- 
cimen of her talents. The Cardinal expreſſed 
a wiſh ſhe would oblige hit with” a Scotch - 
air, having heard great praiſes beſtowed upon 


1 


the muſic of that nation. Lord F 1. O g 
. borne, who had been delighted with ſome. 
light ſpecimens Lady Sophia Courtenay had 
given him of thoſe ancient ſimple ballads, 
approached. the inſtrument, and ſeconded the- 
Vice Legate's requeſt. She ſmiled, took her 
- ſeat, and, after a maſterly prelude, ſung the 


—_—_ 8 0 8 ey 
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dhe 40 * Strephon, why is gentle love 
% A' ſtranger to that mind, 
60 Which pity and eſteem can Dove, 
4 Which can. , be. juſt and kind > , 
s it becauſe you fear to ſhare 5 
te ee The ills that love moleſt ? 
$1247 - &s The jealous doubt the tender care 


4 That rack the amorous breaſt. 

s c | 1 | | 
. VV 
WIE « Alas! by ſome degree of woe, £0 
We every bliſs muſt gain; +44 
Fe, «+ The heart can ne'er a tranſport know, 


A | That never feels a pine” 


—— 
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She did not particularly addreſs herſelf to 
n till he ſaw ſhe wiſhed him to under 
ſtand her meaning, which he by no mean 
choſe to do, and was rather hurt at ht 
might, i in ſome reſpects, be termed her in- | 
delicaty. His Joſephine had certainly offered 

| Him her hand, but not before ſhe ſaw ſhe was 
beloved; then how different was his paſt andi 

preſent ſituation! No, had he poſſeſſed a heart 
to beſtow, he was now convinced it would 
not have fallen to the ſhare of Anna Falk. 
land. He praiſed her performance in com-. 
mon with the reſt of the company, and did 
not chufe to alter his behaviour towards her, 
as to treat her with unuſual reſerve might in 
her eyes appear the reſult: of vanity; and 
furely, if he could not return the ſentimerit 
of preference ſhe expreſſed in his favours he 
had no right to triumph over the 'weakneſs 
ſhe diſplayed. Neither Trevors nor Milton 
were of this party, which he was not ſorry  ; 
for, and only hoped, when Miſs Falkland faw 
no nen in his behaviour, ſhe would con- 

| _ clude 


„ arorenrors wins 

 ehide\'thar his affections were engaged, as 
— Wis would be the moſt favourable conſtruc- 
"Fs ©" e VAR 
| 1 8 77. Maus 8 b 3 143 
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5 -Sir Williaw: grew inſenfibly weaker every 
day, and | notwithſtanding the {kill of his 
young ſurgeon, who did all in his power to 
myigorate his debilitated frame, aſſiſted by 
the firſt medical men both Avignon and 
Montpelier afforded; ſor, at his requeſt, 
ich had been ably ſeconded by his Lord- 
mip, ſeveral of the former had been ſent for 
| and conſulted. He ſeemed finking into the 
grave, under the preflure of a gradual but 
incurable decline. Colonel Falkland, who 
began to ſind the air of Provence too warm 
us the ſummer advanced, talked of ſetting 
out for Switzerland, where he had ſpent great 
pat of nis time during his reſidence abroad: 
Ie cormmunicated his intentions to Sir Wil- 


Bam, Who faid he thought he would accom- 


. 
. mountains 
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mountains might be of ſervice to bim, ud 3 
he began to fancy the air of Avighon-was - 


too relaxing for his conſtirution, =» The | 


Colonel encouraged him very much to per- 
ſevere in this reſolution, and aſſured him he 
was at his orders. Sl 
This condeſcenſion was highly pleaſing to 
the Baronet, who agreed to fet off in the 
courſe of the enſuing week. Miſs Falkland 
was delighted with this new arrangement, as 
ſhe now attributed his Lordſhip's behaviour, 
in ſome meaſure, to want of penetration, and 
a natural indifference of temper, which ſhe 
hoped to overcome by the particular atten- 
tion ſhe always paid him ; and admitting it 
to proceed from ambition, ſhe hoped in time 
to render that ſentiment ſubſervient to Jove, 
As for his Lordſhip he cared very little where 
or how he ſpent his time, as he tound the 
picture (now become his deareſt treaſure} 
was till to ſuppiy the place of his Joſephinez 
wich whom ac cununucd regulariy to Corres | 
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= ſpond though every ſucceeding letter merely 


inereaſed the regret he felt at being obliged 
to ſpend month after month at a diſtance | p 
from the writer. | 
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£7 Sin WILLIAM engaged Mr. Belford to 
accompany him into Switzerland, and made 
every neceſlary arrangement for his ap- 
proaching departure; but while he was thus 
_ bufily employed, he found the diſorder which 
Rad now for upwards of five months preyed 
upon his vitals increaſe ſo rapidly, that he be- 
gan to think of preparing for that © bourne 
from which no traveller returns; and Mr. 

5 Belford 
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| Belford ſeriouſly adviſed him not to think of 
moving: he therefore very reluctantly: relin- 
quiſhed the deſign he had formed, Lord Fitz- 
Oſborne foreſaw his approaching diſſolution 
with the deepeſt regret; and the Colonel, who 
thought a few weeks would decide Sir William's 
fate, choſe to wait the event at Avignon. He 
ſpent moſt part of his time at the Hotel de 
Villeneuve; and every ſucceding viſit increa- 
ſed his eſteem for the truly amiable Fitz- 
Oſborne, who was now become his grandſa- 
ther's conſtant attendant, He ſeldom quitted * 
the ſide of his ſofa, always ſupported him 
in his attempts to walk, and tried, by eyety 
ſoothing, tender attention, to render his laſt - 


Mens worth acl, vent Lage +5 


- The old man fat his Fat for this acnighla 
young man increaſe almoſt as rapidly. as his 
ſtrength waſted, and ſpoke of him in terms of 
rapture to the Colonel, who ſometimes ſup- 
pled his place during the day when Henry 
had 3 the night by his grandfather's 

bedſide, 


ere I received the awful ſummons we muſt 


= 
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kadkide; and; ated: joint entreaties, had 
agreed- to lie down for a fc hours. Mr. 


Bieltord on bis ſide was unremitting in his 
Attention to his dying patient, and every 


ſervant, animated by the example of their 
young Lord, tried to outvie each other in 
point of zeal upon this melancholy occaſion. 
On the morning preceding his death the 
Baronet diſmiſſed all his attendants, and thus 


as 5 * 


My time draws very near, my beloved 


Henry ; yet a few: moments, and I ſhall be 
numbered among the dead. I was in hopes, 


all ſooner or later obey, to have ſeen you 
fertled in life ; but before I enter upon the 
ſudject nearett my heart, let me once more 
implore your forgiveneſs for my pait unpar- 
donabic negle& of you during your child- 
* and as you grew din . — 


— 


cc No 


1 
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ec No more upon that ſubje&, I entreat, 


my deareſt grandfather,” ſaid Henry, raiſing 
the band he held to his lips. Ne 
down his cheek. while he ſpoke. -_ + 

„ Well, I do not mean to diſtreſs 8 
my dear fellow; you have given - me the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of the excellence of your 
heart; may you, when your laſt moment 
approaches, have. ſuch a grandſon to watch 
over you, and ſmooth the dreary paſſage : 

that leads us to eternity, and, I truſt, you 
| will be more deſerving ſuch a bleſſing. But 
now to return to worldly. concerns :—The 
fortune you will inherit, at my deceaſe, -- "Pp 


enable you to vie with the firſt men in Great= £ 


Britain, in point of expence ; you have 
therefore only to look for illuſtrious con- 
nexions when you marry. Lonce, as you well 
know, ſought an alliance with the Oakley 
family; but I have now another match in 
view for. you infinitely ſuperior i in every re- 
ſpect. Tou have ſeen Lady Agnes Douglas, 
the only daughter of the Earl of Macleyens 


| ac is Lordſhip'sdeagh the: will be a Su,, 
47 1 i ; | in 


* 
— 
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in her own” right, and her fortune is every 
wiy <qual'to her rank. I muſt own, a fort 
of conditional promiſe has paſſed between 
the Earl and me to unite our families, when 
Lady Agnes had attained her ſeventeenth 
year. Will you afford me the ſatisfaction of 
naſſuring me you will accede to my wiſhes in 
this reſpect? Lou will find all the letters 
that have paſſed between the Earl and me 
upon this ſubject among my papers. His 
offers are particularly liberal, and you are, 
in ſome reſpects, indebted to him for your 
Preſent title; and, if you marry his daughter, 
you have every reaſon to expect to attain 
that of Marquis before your death; ſuch are 
the brilliant proſpects you have in view! — 
What ſay you, my Henry, are you tempted 
to realize them? Take as ſhort a time as poſ- 
2 ſible for conſideration, as I K be coed 
"away ſuddenly.“ | 
If Tam at liberty at he key you 
mention, my dear grandfather, I here give 
von my honour to renew my acquaintance 
* Earl of Maeleven. & Surely,” 
thought 
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Thought Henry, © there can be no harm in 


thus innocently deceiving this good old man; 


for ſhould: the worſt misfortune I have to 
dread befal me; as. I do not mean to lead a 
ſingle life, I may as well give my hand to 
Lady Agnes Douglas as to any other Lady, 
for all the ſex will be equally indifferent to 
me.” Such were his reflections, while Sir 
William preſſed his hand with rapture, ſaying, 
That is enough, my dear fellow; I require _ 
no further proof of your wiſh to oblige me: 
IJ have now: only a few words to add; it 
will not do to be too familiar with all great 
men, my Harry; never have any large ſums 
to ſpare, though you may be always very 
ſorry it is not in your power to oblige, and 
if five or ſix hundred pounds, you may have 
in your banker's hands, will Be of any uſe to 
them, let it be at their ſervice; but never 
take a bond; entreat they will replace it 
whenever it ſuits them; by this means you 
will ſecure their friendſhip, and may com- 
mand their ſervices; a great man generally 
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pays ſuch debts, as his honour is rather in- 
volved, and ſuch tpifling loſſes are never felt ; 
beſides, they are uſually repaid ſome way or 
other. I have no further advice to offer, 
my dear Harry, as I have obſerved with the 
utmoſt pleaſure, you are not fond of any 
ſort of gambling; indeed, no fortune is equal 
to bad luck, or more properly large enough 
to ſatisfy the deſires of a ſet of ſharpers. — 
Old Johnſtone is as much acquainted with all 
my affairs as I am myſelf. My will is in 
my writing box; he has gos 2 duplicate in 
his poſſt ſſion, and another lies at my bankers. 
I ſhould chuſe to be ſent to Cleveland-Place; 
my eldeſt ſon and grandſon both lie there. 
As for you, my dear Harry, if I. might 
make, in ſome reſpects, fo ſtrange a requeſt, 
I could almoſt wiſh you would ſpend another 
- twelvemonth abroad. You have many valu- 
able and amiable French friends, and in their 
ſociety, for I preſume you will return to 
Paris, the time will paſs - profitably and 
* Johnſtone will execute all your 
3 1 * orders 
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orders with the ſame punctuality as if you 


me for a while, I ſee I have diſtreſſed you 
but I wiſh to dedicate my few remaining 
moments to my God. May he ſhower dewn 
his bleſſings. upon the head of my Henry; 


paths of righteouſneſs and honour, is the laſt 
and beſt wiſh I can form * your futute 


reer 


Henry once more raiſed his Cs | 
hand to his lips, preſſed. it in ſilence, and 

left the room, Having rung for Mr. Bel- 
ford, and his other | attendants, he-retized 
into bis own. apartment, and began to reflect 
upon the preceding converſation, and the 
- anxiety the good old man had diſplayed ſor 


he had made reſpecting Lady Agnes Douglas, 
had been particularly flattering to the Baro- 
net's ambition, and to have attempted. to 
argue with him upon any ſubject, at ſuch a 

vol. iv. "0 | moment 


* 
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were preſent, Now, my dear fellow, leave 


and may you ever continue to tread the | 


his future welfare. The conditional promiſe 


. 
- 
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moment would have been antccling: to a 


Ee” 


| : a | f 
. * 


Colonel F alkland TI made his appear- 


© ahce, and as Sir William was unuſually low, 
indeed exhibitedevery ſymptom of approach- 
; ing diſſolution, he ſpent the day with his 
young friend in the Baronet's apartment, 
who expired without a groan between eleven 
and twelve that evening ! Mr. Belford firſt 
made the diſcovery, and adviſed his Lord- 


ſhip to retire, who, conſcious he could no 


4 longer be of any uſe, and-wiſhing to quit ſo 

© melancholy: a ſcene, he readily did. The 
Colonel wiſhed him to have accompanied 
dim home. This Henry very politely de- 
clined, as he did not chuſe to leave the 


houſe that contained his grandfather's body; 


nor did he wiſh to become an inmate in 
Colonel Falkland's family. The next day, 
at his requeſt, the Colonel attended at the 
5 opening of the will. The Baronet had been 
Very particular in his directions concerning 


his 


* 
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his funeral, and, as. might be expected, had 
made Henry ſole heir to his immenſe pro- + 
perty. All the old ſervants were mentioned, 
and each had reaſon to bleſs the memory of 
their deceaſed maſter. A ſmall codicil had 
been lately added, in which he bequeathed 
five hundred pounds to Mr. Belford, 'This 
the generous Fitz-Oſborne made a thouſand, 


and every preparation was now made for 
"ſending the body to England. In leſs than 


a2 fortnight all was ready, and Mr. Belford, \ 


with all Sir William's attendants, accompa=» . 
nied the remains of the Baronet to Marſeilles, - - 


where they were to embark for England.” 
| His Lordſhip only retained: his valet, two 
footmen, a groom, and a pair of ſaddle- 

| horſes; all the other horſes. and carriages, 

his Lordſhip's own. poſt-chaiſe excepted, 
were purchaſed by the Vice Legate, who was 
upon the pofnt of returning to Rome, — 
Every thing being thus ſettled at Avignon, 


his Lordſhip fixed an early day for his de- 


parture. The Colonel had deferred his 
Cz Journey 
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journey into Switzerland, in hopes ki Lord- 


ſhip would join their party; but found he 
meant to bend his ſteps towards Nancy, in 


Lorraine, where the regiment of Falkenheim 


Vas then in garriſon, as he wiſhed, now he 
had it ſo much in his power, to convince his 
late brother officers how gratefully he re- 


membered their former politeneſs to Henry 


Weſthorpe ; however, as he underſtood his 

Lordſhip meant to ſpend the winter in Paris, 

be determined to give him the meeting in 
that gay capital. 


Henry only waited for an anſwer from his 
Joſephine to turn his back upon Avignon, 
and had determined, if ſhe ſtill perſiſted in 

keeping him at a diſtance, to ſet out, as he 

had told the Colonel, for Nancy; but he 
flatcered himſelf his grandfather's death muſt 
have removed every obſtacle to their re- 


union; his fortune was now large enough to 


fatisfy the deſires of the moſt intereſted wo- 
man ; pecuniary motives could therefore no 
| longer 
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longer keep them apart, and if the had any 
thing to. dread from arbitrary relations, 

England afforded her a ſure aſylum, and ſhe 
muſt know he was both willing and able to 
protect her; beſides, if ſhe relinquiſhed all 
ber claims upon their property, they would 
certainly joyfully ratify her union with a-man 
that muſt now, in many reſpects, be her equal, 
if not, in ſome points, her ſuperior; but an 
expreſs from the Marquis, which contained a 
letter from his Joſephine, convinced him the 
time of his probation Was not yet exp,,%t 


She condoled with her dear Henry for his 
recent loſs; but aſſured him, the flattering 
proſpects he held out to her view could not 
yet be realized; but if ſhe did not excuſe 
herſelf perfectly to his ſatis faction, for not 
complying wich the tender, preſſing entreaties 
his laſt letter contained, ſhe would forfcit all 
pretenſions to his love. , 


: What could Henry urge againſt ſuch ar- 
Zuments, particularly when he reflected, 
WG Which 


* 


JW 
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which he now often did, upon his ſituation, 
when ſhe gave him her hand? However, 
having wrote the Marquis D'Orcy an ac- 
count of his recent diſappointment, he took 
leave of the Falkland family, Meſſrs. Trevors 
and Milton, and ſet out, as he firſt intended, 


for Nancy. The former party left Avignon 


the ſame day for Yeverdun, and the two latter 

remained in expectation of Lord Marſden, 
his daughter, and niece, with whom they 

meant to proceed to Geneva for the re- 
mainder of the ſummer. 3 


——— r rr. 
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Ir was now the latter end of June; the 
weather was remarkably hot, and Henry did 
not find himſelf very well on the evening he 
reached Remiremont, a. ſmall town in Lor- 
raine, within forty miles of Nancy, whoſe _ 
ſole attraction, in the eyes of ſtrangers, is 2. 
celebrated. Abbey, or Chapter- Houſe, of 
Canoneſſes, which conſiſt of the daughters of 
the firſt Nobility in France. It is an eaſy 


way of providing for them, and till they 
have taken their laſt vows (which many da 
not do before thirty) does not prevent their 
n C4 


— 


marrying ; "We 
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marrying ; they are obliged (tho' they often 
obtain papal diſpenſations even from this day) 
to ſpend three months at their Abbey; they 
then wear an elegant uniform, a large gold 
croſs on their left- fide, and a broad red, 
blue, or green tibband acroſs the right ſnoul- 
dier, which terminates in a bow at their left 
hip. This is alſo their diſtinction when 
among their relations, as in every other re- 
ſpect, they then conform to the reigning 
faſhions, but are always addreſſed by the 
title of Madame; and if they have no pre- 
ttemiſions either to beauty or fortune, they re- 
turn to take their laſt vows; even in that 
cale the life they lead is infinitely preferable 
to any order of Nuns, as they are ſtill 
allowed to mix with ſociety; pay, often live 
totally with their family. Their Superior, 
or Abbeſs, is uſually a perſon of the. firſt 
Adaiſtinction, and who, though inveſted: with 
that important office, is not prohibited from 
marriage any more than the Ladies under 
ber care; indeed, as very large incomes are 
generally -annexed to this poſt, that ſome- 


times 


. 
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times induces the Lady thus nominated to 
render her ſituation permanent by taking the 

neceſſary vows ; but in ſuch caſes, if any 

revolution happens in the family ſhe belongs 

to, or any good. match preſents jitſelf, the 

Pope is obliging enough to grant a diſpen- 

ſation, allows her to follow the bent of her | 

own inclinations, or to conform to the Win 
of her family. 


* 


His Lordſhip, as we have before. obſerved, 
was far from well; when be reached an 
inn, he went immediately to bed, in hopes 
of getting rid of his complaint; but found 
himſelf ſo much worſe in the morning, 
he was unable to proceed, — The firſt 
medical aſſiſtance the town afforded was 
immediately ſent for, among whom was 
the ſurgeon belonging to the Abbey; ther 
all pronounced his Lordſhip's illneſs to be a 
fever, brought on by the heat of the weg- 
ther, and in ſome reſpects, perhaps, owing 
to the failure of his late fanguine . but 

. 28 
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28 they were not acquainted with his domeſtic 


concerus, or the ſtate of his heart, they at- 
tributed his illneſs to the moſt probable 


cauſe. His Lordſhip's attendants began to 
be ſeriouſly alarmed, and hardly expected 
their maſter would leave Remiremont alive, 
as they, in a great meaſure, attributed Sir 


William's death to the ignorance of French 
phyſicians, Could he have left his bed 
with any degree of ,prudence, Henry would 


certainly have gone on to Nancy, where he 


knew he ſhould meet with infinite better 
accommodations ; the advice- of the ſurgeon 


belonging to the Baron's regiment, of whom 
he had a-very high opinion, and. enjoy the. 
company of his former friends; as it was, his 


fituation- was far from agreeable, he wiſhed 
he could let his Joſephine know of his ill- 


neſs, as he had ſome hopes her fears (for 


he was convinced ſhe loved him) would in- 


-. duce her to pay him a viſit ; but he hoped 
a few days nurſing would enable him to pur- 
3 oe his Journey, and ws 2 of his friends 


would 
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would complete his cure. Towards evening 
an elderly woman, known by the maſter and. 


miſtreſs of the inn for one of the principal 


ſervants belonging to the Abbey, came to 
inquire if an Engliſn Nobieman was not at 


their houſe? 72 25 42 


1 AN wit 


T bey W in the a. bo | 


then proceeded to: afk after his health, and 
laſtly, entreated to fee his Lordſhip. His 


valet was ſent for out of his room, and in- 


formed of her arrival and wiſhes. - 


He would let his Lord know he ſaid, 
though he attributed her viſit to mere curi- 
olity: however, he returned up-ſtairs, and 
informed his, maſter, who was below, and 


aſked 6 his Kune choſe to ſee her t 


7 By no 3 id 5 1 L never 


was partial to eicher Friars or Nuns, though | 
I believe her miſtreſſes do not come under 


that denomination ; but I do-not-feel myſelf. 
| C6 inclined 


5 
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inclined to gratify idle curioſity ; ſo tell her, 
Johnſtone, I am much. better, and ſhall pur- 
fue my Journey, 4n the morning; and defite 
| the. wonld. prefent. my compliments to the 
- - Ladies, and thanks for their kind inquities, 


which your report will enable 1 81 to anſwer 
5 or as well as hb ſhe ſees me.” 


| i 3 ht Fray * 8 
his Lord's meſſage nearly verbatim; though 
he could not help faying he much doubted 


his being able to leave Remiremont ſo ſoon 
25 he talked of. 


Fou muſt be fo obliging as to return 

to your maſter, Sir,“ ſaid the woman, and | 

tell him T came from a very near relation of 

- the Marquis D'Orcy's, and that I dare not 
return to the Abbey till J have ſeen his Lord- 
Hip, and delivered the meſſage ſhe intruſted 

me with. I am ſorry to be ſo troubleſome, 

but cannot very well avoid it.“ 


Upon 


Ugob' hearing this} and by way of putting 
an end to her importunity, Henry deſired 


Johnſtone to ſhew her 1 m. She had by no 


means the appearance of a' Nun courteſied 


very reſpe&fully when ſhe approached the 


bed, and told his Lardſhip ſhe belonged" to 


the Abbey, and that one of their Ladies, 
nearly related to the Marquis D'Orcy, having 


heard of his Lordſhip's illneſs from their 

ſurgeon, had obtained the permiſſion of their 
Abbeſs, Madame la Princeſs de Beaufremont, * 
(who was to be ſure an angel upon earth) to 


offer his Lordſhip an apartment in their 
houſe, where he would be infinitely better off 
in every reſpect, and would meet with every 
attention from the Lady who had ſent hen 
and who had declared ſhe would not take a 


denial ; ſhe therefore | hoped his Lordſhip - 
would not think of putting a PAY n | 


her requeſt. 


She had ſcarcely done ſpeaking before the 
Furgeon, who had occaſionedher viſit, made his 
"OR appearance, 


6 
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appearance, and ſeconded her fo ably, de- 


cälaring he came Ambaſſador from the whole 


ſociety, but more particularly from the 
Marquis D'Orcy's couſin, Madame de 
© Verneuil ; that his Lordſhip was obliged, ra- 
ther againſt his will (thinking he ſhould not 
find himſelf ſo much at home as where be 
was) to accede to their joint wiſhes. The 
ſurgeon's carriage was in waiting, and his 
Lordſhip, having dreſſed as much as he 
would allow, accompanied him to this fa- 
© . mous Abbey. His valet and footmen were 
_ ordered. by the good Lady to follow him, 
though his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould only 
want the former ; then the other would be 
handy to receive Mr. Johnſtone's orders, 
ſhe faid ; but ſhe muſt obey the inſtructions 
ſhe had received. J 


When his Lordſhip 3 he was not 
ſorry he had ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded 
to change his quarters, as he was ſhewn.into 
a moſt elegant apartment upon tl the ground- 


oor, * N a ſpacious terrace, com- 
manded 
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manded a very fine view of the adjacent N 


country. An elderly Prieſt, the Conſeſſor 


of the houſe, received him in Madame de 
Verneuil's name, as ſhe wiſhed to defer ber 
viſit till his Lordſhip was better able to enter 
into converſation, and had. rather recovered 
from the fatigue his ſhore ride muſt naturally 
have occaſioned. | | 
This was being truly conſiderate Henry 

thought, who ſoon took poſſeſſion of a molt 
elegant bed, and found, himſelf very much 
refreſhed by a couple of baſons of tea this 
kind female Samaritan” ſent him. An ad- 
joining apartment was appropriated for his 
ſervants, and a ſmall room within his Lord- 

ſhip's was accupied by the ſurgeon. Had 
he been in his own houſe he could not have 
met with more attention; he was abundantly 55 
ſupplied with every thing that could flatter 
his appetite, or any wiſe contribute to his 
cure; his ſervants were only deſired to give 
their orders. In ſhort, he almoſt began to 
Of As Eg 6 ©... 


* 
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fancy himſelf under the care of ſome bene- 
volent genius ; for every wiſh he could form 
was gratified almoſt before he could expreſs it. 
The furgeon and venerable eccleſiaſtic were 
his conftant attendants ; the other medical 
men, who had been at firſt-called in, alſo 
continued their viſits, and at the end of five 
days he was able to leave his bed. The 
Lady, to whom he owed his admiſſion into 
the Abbey, now became his conſtant viſitor, - 
and contributed not a little to accelerate his 
recovery by her agreeable converſation. — 
She was between thirty and forty, and had 
once been remarkably handſome ; amuſed 
him with different anecdotes concerning their 
houſe, told him ſhe had taken her laſt vows, 


and that ſhe had ſome expectations of ſuc- 


ceeding to the dignity of Abbeſs, as it was 
generally ſuppoſed the preſent Abbeſs, of 
whom ſhe ſpoke in the higheſt terms, would 
not retain that dignity, mentioned the Marquis 
D'Orcy as a moſt agreeable man, and con- 
vinced Henry, though he had never heard 
1 Es 12 his 
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his friend mention having a relation a Cano- 
neſs; ſhe was perfectly e with him 


and * 5 


At the end of a fortnight, finding bimſelf 
perfectly recovered, he took his leave of 


this amiable woman; but could not prevail 


upon either the ſurgeon, or female attendant 

he had firſt ſeen, to accept a ſingle Louis; 
and had the utmoſt difficulty to forte à ring 
of ſome value upon the former, and a watch 
upon the latter. With the Confeſſor he 
lefr a purſe of a hundred guineas to be di- 

ſribured in charity; and then; underſtanding 
Madame de Beaufremont never received 


Gentlemen, he left a polite meſſage for her 


with his kind friend, and ſet out for Nancy 


on horſeback, as he thought the exerciſe - 


would be of ſervice to him. — Baron 

Falkenheim, who” was with his regiment, 
received him with open arms, and inſiſted 
upon his taking up his abode with him during 
wat" 4 i his 
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his ſtay. After the firſt compliments, he 


mentioned his recent illneſs, and the obliga- 
tions he laid under to Madame de Verneuil. 


her,” ſaid the Baron; © but politively did 


not know ſhe was related to the D'Orcy 


family, nor do I think ſhe is now: I rather 
think her knowledge of you ariſes from my: 


having often mentioned your name to both 
her and Madame de Beaufremont, and of 


courſe your intimacy with the Marquis 


3 D'Orcy; and their charity made them lay 


— — 
* 


hold of that circumſtance to entice you into. 


the Convent. You iy the mere Princeſs, 


1 preſume? er f 


c I was not ſo bred, FRET and une 


7 derſtood from Madame de Verneuil ſhe never 


received Gentlemen... 
«Why, not of your age and appearance, 


1 believe,” ſaid the Baron, ſmiling ; © though. 


ſhe often admits me, though never to a 


* Oh! I am intimately acquainted with 


tete-a-ttte; but you will find Nancy parti- i 


cularly 


* 
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cularly agreeable. juſt now, as there are 1 


Mr. Trevors had informed them you were 


the moſt intimate of his former: eee, Y 
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many of your countrymen reſident here; 
Lord Marſden, his daughter and niece, are.. 
thoſe I am the moſt intimate with, and was 
La little younger, I really think I ſhould 
have diſpoſed of my heart in favour of Miſs 
Trevors. I think ſhe will exactly ſuit vou, 
my Lord.“ 3 
« After your declaration, Baron, I cer- 
tainly ſhall not attempt to rival you,” ſaid 
Henry, laughing; « elſe my intimacy wih 
her brother, who ſpent the winter at Avignon, - 
m be a plea in my favour.” “ 0 
He has often mentioned your Leah 
to her in his letters I can aſſure you,” ſaid the 
Baron; © for. both Lord Marſden and his 
daughter have queſtioned me about you, as 


in my regiment for a few months. 
They did me honour,” ſaid Henry; 

ce and I ſhall be very happy to be introduced 

to them: he would then have waited upon 


but 
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but this the Baron would not allow; juſt 
recovered from a dangerous illneſs, he ſhould 
dedicate that evening to repoſe, as he wiſhed 
him to appear to advantage in Miſs Trevors's 
eyes the next day; he therefore retired early, 
| © and fat down to write to his wife and the Mar- 
quis the moment he roſe next morning. He- 


made very light of his illneſs to Joſephine, but 
expatiated very warmly upon the kind at- 
tention of Madame de Vernevil; mentioned 
his not having feen the Princefs de Beaufre- 
mont, whom he rather ſuppoſed, from the 
retired life ſhe was reported to lead, wbuld 
not reſign her ſituation to his amiable friend, 
though if ſhe deſerved half the praiſes every 
one” he had ſeen belonging to the Abbey, 
and even Baron Falkenheim, beſtowed upon 
ber, the was very wrong to deprive the 
world of her ſociety, and concluded, by en- 
treating an anſwer before he left Nancy, 
where he meant ro ſpend a month or fix 
weeks. He then wrote to the Marquis, gave 
him an account of his viſit to the Abbey, 
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- and mentioned the doubts Baron Falkenheim 


entertained of his relationſhip to Madame de 
Verneuil, and finiſhed, by ſaying he believed 
he ſhauld proceed to his ſeat near Fontain- 
bleau when he leſt Nancy, thobgh he was 
half tempted to take a tour into Germany, 
and could he meet with an agreeable com- 
panion might extend his travels, as he had ; 
no wiſh to undertake a long } e alone.“ 


3 Aſparched his letters he joined 
the Baron, and after breakfaſt viſited all his 
former friends, who were all very happy to 
renew their acquaintance, and readily agreed 
to dine with him the next day. 


In the evening he accompanied the 
Baron to Lord Marſden's, who ſaid, the 
moment the Baron mentioned his name, he 
was no ſtranger to Lord Fitz-Oſborne, and 
introduced him as a particular friend to his 
daughter, a moſt elegant young woman of 
two- and- twenty, * his niece, a lively droll 

a. 


* 
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og girl of ſeventeen. — Miſs Trevors truck 
Henry as being, next to his Joſephine, one 
of the handſomeſt women he had ever be- 
held — like her, ſhe was what is uſually called 
a fair beauty; but her countenance was 
deficient in point of vivacity, and her con- 
verſation wanted animation. — Theſe were 
his remarks to the Baron upon their return 
home, who ſaid he was too difficult in a tone, 
which convinced Henry their opinions exactly 


cCoincided. | 


CHAP. 
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By return of poſt Henry received the 


following letter: ee | ; 


TO LORD FITZ-OSBORNE) 

* My 2 friend, I think myſelf highly 
obliged to the charitable Madame de Verneuil 
for having made uſe of my name to render 
you ſo eſſential a ſervice ; but poſitively can- 
not claim any relationſhip to her, and think 
Baron Falkenheim's ſolution of the enigma 
a very likely one; however, when I maß 

Ft vilit 
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viſit Lorraine, I will call and return my 
- couſin (whom I readily adopt) my ſincere 
thanks for the attention the paid you, 1 
muſt now take the liberty of expreſſing my 
diſapprobation of your Joſephine's conduct. 
I fully expected Sir William's death would 
have induced her to unravel a myſtery I 
think ſhe cannot protract much longer with 
honour. You have it now in your power 
: > -gratify the moſt unbounded wiſhes any 
reaſonable woman can form, and why ſhe 
ſhould ſtill chuſe to live apart from the 
man of her choice I cannot gueſs; time 
I hope will ſoon elucidate her preſent inex- 
pPilüicable conduct thoroughly to your ſatisfac- 
tion. I place your late illneſs wholly to her 
2 account, and am very ſorry, where I moſt 
wiſh to approve, to find myſelf almoſt invo- 
| luorarily obliged to condemn. | However, 
no more upon that ſubject at preſent. I do' | 
not at all approve of your idea of viſiting 
your little retreat, nor yet of your THIN I 


tour into Germany ; ſpend a month with the” 
5 79 
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good Baron, and then croſs France to St. 
Omer's, where I ſhall be by that time, and 
am ſelfiſh enough to hope you will fayour 


me with your company. The Abbe of St. 
Bertin has entreated I will take up my 


abode at Salberwick, ſhould I find the town 


difagreeable during the months of Auguſt 
and September; there is plenty of game in 
thoſe environs, ſo pray let your next contain 
the pleaſing intelligence that you will join 
me there before the expiration of Auguſt; 
and believe to be me lincerely yours, 5 44 


TY - 
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| The reflections this letter contained upon 


Joſephine's conduct ſtruck Henry very for- 


cibly. He was very much puzzled how to 
act. Their re- union ſeemed at as great a 
diſtance as ever, and he might waſte the 
prime of his life in fruitleſs expectations; a 
he wiſhed ſeriouſly to conſult the Marquis, 
he was very much pleaſed with his propoſal ; 
os, Et LE therefore 
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therefore wrote him word he would be at - 
St. Omer's by the 20th of Auguſt; took no 


notice of what he had faid reſpecting Jofe- 
Phine, determined to reſerve his opinion 


upon that ſubject for their meeting, and then 
to be guided, in a great meaſure, by his 
advice. He ſpent near a month at Nancy, 
often viſited the Marſden family, and was 

always à welcome gueſt. — Miſs Trevors 


Father improved upon acquaintance, and 


Miſs Langley, her couſin, diverted him by 
her droll remarks. They ſet out for Avig- 
non much about the ſame time he did for 
St. Omer's. After having each expreſſed a 


p o ks | > =» . 0 
deſire of renewing their acquaintance at Paris 


the enſuing ſpring, little of moment occurred 


till he reached Liſle ; when, by way of va- 
riety, he thought he would go through Menin 
and Ypres to Dunkirk, and from thence to 
St. Omer's. He left Liſle early in the 
morning, and reached Ypres before twelve; 


but the day being intolerably warm, he de- 


termined not to go forward till evening; 


and 
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and after aher finding himſelf inelined to 
be lazy, he determined to ſtay all night. His 
late illneſs, and preſent unſettled ſtate of 
mind, had Brought a ſort of languor upon his 
ſpirits, which rendered him averſe to any great 
exertions. He had not heard from Joſe- 
phine during his ſtay at Nancy, therefore 
had only wrote her a ſhort letter when he 
left that town, to inform her where he was 
going, and to entreat ſhe-would direct her 
next to St. Omer's. - Each ſucceeding day 
now increaſed his ſuſpenſe, and placed her 
conduct in a more -unamiable light; how- 
ever, if the Marquis encouraged him in the 
idea, he was come to the determination of en- 
deavouring to diſcover her place of abode. 
Liſtleſs and uneaſy, when the ſun went down, 
he took a ſtroll round the town; it had 
been fortified, but by mutual agreement 
between the Dutch and the Emperor the 
walls had been deſtroyed, though the ram- 
parts ſtil formed a pleaſant walk. — The 
VR waz remarkably fine; and he pro- 
WY ceeded | 
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ceeded ſlowly, making compariſons between 
the dreary plains of Flanders and the fine 
part of France he had juſt quitted. He 
had not advanced a great way before he per- 
_ ceived a fort of hole dug by the fide of 
the path, and ſeveral people ftanding near 
it. One man, who was neareſt his Lord- 


ſhip, arreſted his attention by ſaying, — 


The d—y—1 will not have much trouble 


to find him here, however.” 


This ſtrange ſpeech induced him to _— 


— "6 what that hole was for?“ 


To bury an * ſaid the firſt 


ſpeaker. 
„ And pray why has this place been 


choſen?“ ſaid his Lordſhip. 


Why, you would not have Heretics 
buried among Chriſtians, I hope! :” ſaid the 
ſame fellow. 


Henry made no reply, determined not to 


* affronted by what ſuch an ignorant, im- 
pudent 
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pudent wretch could ſay, and reflected this 
part of Flanders was remarkable for the ſu- 
perſtition of its inhabitants; yet thought it 
was very hard any one ſhould be refuſed a 
decent burial in a Chriftian country, and 
wondered this perſon's family had not pre- 
ferred ſending the body to England, or had 
not applied to the Biſhop for permiſſion to 
put him in conſecrated ground, a favour 
often granted upon paying a trifling ſum.— 
He paſſed the end of a ſtreet while he was 
making theſe refleions, and perceiving a 
body of people advancing towards the ram- | 
parts, gueſſed it was the funeral; he there- 
fore determined to turn about, that he might _ 
judge, if poſſible, from the appearance of 
the mourners, what rank in life the deceaſed 
had held ; he therefore returned to the grave, 
and took his ſtation near one of the ſides. — 
The coffin was brought upon a ſort of chair- 
man's horſe by four men; they ſet down their 
load nearly oppoſite his Lordſhip, who looked 
in vain for a miniſter; but thought he ſaw 
D 3 ſome 
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ſome -mourners approaching wich the crowd. 
Had this Gentleman any family here?“ 
ſaid he to a very decent man who was ſtand- 
ing near him. 
e Theſe are his Wa advancing in 
black, Sir,” ſaid the man; © the firſt is his 
wife. —As he ſpoke rather loud, this Lady, 
whoſe face had been hitherto concealed by 
her handkerchief, looked up, in the midſt of 
her grief, to ſee, who was talking about her, 
and diſcovered, to the no ſmall ſhock of his 
. Lordſhip, the features of his aunt Weſt- 
horpe. She inſtantly recollected him, and 
uttering a loud ſhriek, fell ſenſeleſs upon the 


Ns ground. Her two ſons and daughter, who 


were following her, made a ſudden ſtop the 
| Inſtant they caught fight of their couſin, and 
were too much alarmed to be able to afford 
their mother any aſſiſtance. Miſs Weſt- 
horpe was very near following her example. 
His Lordſhip, though exceſſively agitated, 
caught hold of her, and begged ſhe would 


- compoſe herſelf; then turning towards the 
men 
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men who were preparing to put the coffin 
into the ground, he deſired them to ſtop. 
They obeyed mechanically, and he entreated 
ſome of the by-ſtanders to aſſiſt the Lady 
who had fainted ; adding, he would reward 
them for their trouble. This judicious hint 
intereſted many of the crowd in her favour, - 
By different applications ſhe ſoon recovered, 
and was ſupported back to her lodging be- 

tween her two ſons. Miſs Weſthorpe ſtill - 
held bis Lordſhip's. arm, unable either tio 
ſpeak or move. He deſired the men to re- 
place the coffin upon the horſe, and carry 
it back from whence they had brought it. 
A few Louis he had diſtributed among the 
populace, made them perfectly fubſervient 
to his will, and, as ſoon as they were upon 
the move, he followed with his now truly 
penitent couſin. He was too conſiderate to 
oppreſs her by any inquiries, only told her 
he would inſtantly apply to the Biſhop fos 
permiſſion to have the Church Service ſaid 
over his wncle's body, and to have it depo- 
| | D 4 ſited 
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ted in the general burying ground. She wept 


her thanks. The men entered a ſmall mean 


*houſe with their burden, which they depo- 


ſited in a ſort of low room, dignified by the 
name of a parlour ; but which ſeemed ſo to- 


| _ tally deſtitute of furniture, that it convinced 
- Lord Fitz Oſborne the family muſt have met 


with ſtrange misfortunes ſince they had left St. 


_  Omer's. He ſatisfied the men, and as ſoon 
as they were retired entreated Mrs. Weſt-⸗ 
horpe, who ſat weeping bitterly in one corner 
of the room, to retire to her own apartment, 
adding, „I am going to the Biſhop, my 


dear Madam; I need not explain upon what 
errand, and hope to find you better able to 
enter into converſation when I return; — 


Believe me, you have nothing to fear, and 


may. henceforward depend upon my protec- 
tion. Mr. Weſthorpe, I recommend your 


mother and ſiſter to your care during my 
' abſence; remove them from this melancholy 


nd exert your endeavours to conſole 


The 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE, $7 


The two young men were ſenſibly affected | 
by his goodneſs ; they each caught a hand, 
which they raiſed to their lips in ſilence, then 
tried, in broken ACCERES, to expreſs their 


gratitude. 


His Lordſhip would not hear what they 
had to ſay, but hurried away to prefer his 
requeſt to the Biſhop: He ſoon reached 
the Palace, and, upon ſending in his name, 
was immediately admitted. Without entering 
into any details, or mentioning his relationſhip. 

to the Weſthorpe family, he obtained all 
he deſired ; and orders were immediately ſent 
to the pariſh-church "neareſt where Mr. 
Weſthorpe reſided, for the clergy belonging 
to it to proceed immediately, according to 
the cuſtom of the place, with proper bearers, 
in ſearch of the body, and, after the ſervice 
for the dead had been ſaid, to ſee it decently 
interred ; his Lordſhip having of courſe un- 
dertaken to defray every neceflary expence, 
now took his leave, and returned to the 

I's -: diſcanſolats 
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Aiſconſolate family, Mrs. Weſthorpe fell 
upon her knees the moment he entered the 
room, and implored his forgiveneſs. He 
inſtantly raiſed her, and deſired, without re- 
verting to the paſt, ſhe would inform him 
how he could beſt ſerve them. Sobs pre- 
vented her utterance for ſome time. At 
laſt, notwithſtanding his caution, ſhe told 
him their ill-begotten riches had been the 
_ cauſe of their ruin. In hopes of increaſing 
his own fortune, Mr. Weſthorpe had ſpecu- 
lated with what Colonel Cleveland had com- 
mitted to his care, and had loſt the greateſt. 
part of it before they left England, which 
they had done to avoid detection, and had 
agreed to keep him, if poſſible, in total 
ignorance of his family. She then proceeded 
to inform him, that Mr. Weſthorpe had 
dived in conſtant fear of what had happened 
from the moment Sir William Cleveland 
had ſent in ſearch of him; and they had left 
St. Omer's with ſuch precipitancy the moment 
they received his note, that they had been 

_ obliged 
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obliged to leave upwards of four badi 5 
pounds in two different bankers hands there, 
whom they had not yet been able to bring” 
to a ſettlement ; and Mr. Weſthorpe did not 
dare go to England to ſell out, as he had 
nearly as much more in the ſtocks, preſuming 
the books at the Bank had been ſearched, 

to know whether any money ſtood in his 
name, and that ſuch an attempt would be 
followed by his immediate detection; but 
ſhe now declared ſhe was ready to make 
over every farthing to his Lordſhip ; they 

had robbed him of much more, and his 
forgiveneſs would do them more good than 

any money ſo an, obtained. 0 | 


"Lani Ne Oſborne aflured her, « he did 
not look upon her as being acceſfary to his 
uncle's imprudence ; told her he was going 
to St. Omer's, and would ſettle her affairs; 
| adviſed her to ſet out immediately with her 
family for England; he would ſupply her 

with money for her journey, and would order 
D 6 the 
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* we gt. Omer's bankers to tranſmit the money 


whom be deſired ſhe would leave her ad- 


—A———— . 
* 


en to her.“ 


endeavoured to expreſs their gratitude. The 


the laſt remains of his miſerable uncle com 


deſired the elder Mr. Weſthorpe to call upon 
him next morning, and ſet out for his inn. 
Ibis ſtrange rencontre did not ſerve to raiſe 


but did not find himſelf. inclined to cat 
therefore ſoon. retired, and was hardly up 


they owed, her to his banker in London, with: 


dreſs, and he would take care to ſee it ur | 


She ſobbed ber ks: and her children 


arrival of the proceſſion to fetch the body 
interrupted the diſcourſe. His Lordſhip ad- 
viſed Mrs. Weſthorpe and her daughter to- 
remain where they where, and accompanied 
his couſins to the church; and then ſaw 


mitted to the earth! He ſent a kind meſſage 
by the young men to their mother and ſiſter, 
hut did not chuſe to return to their houſe; 


his ſpirits. He ſat down to an early ſupper, 


| before 


* 
= * x < 
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before his couſin made his appearance, and - 
again endeavoured to expreſs his ſenſe of 
the obligations he had conferred upon his 
family. Henry was infinitely too generous 
to enjoy his confuſion, He gave him a 
hundred Louis for their travelling expences, 
and a draft for as many pounds upon his 
London banker; again deſired him to leave 
their addreſs with that Gentleman, and having 
detained him to breakfaſt, and defired him 
to aſſure his mother, ſiſter and brother, of 
his future protection, if they ever ſtood in 
need of it, he ſet out for St. Omer 83 and 
being tired of his own reflections, and ſick 
of ſpending his evenings alone, he altered 
his firſt intention of viſiting Dunkirk, and 
determined, when he reached Bergue St. 
Vinox, to take the road to Caſſel. 


LY 
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| His Lordſhip reached St. Omer's early 
in the evening, and drove immediately to 
Salberwick, where he found the Marquis; 
the meeting was ſuch as may be ſuppoſed 
between two dear friends. After the firſt 
uſual inquiries, and Henry had taken ſome 
refreſhment, being alone with the Marquis, 
he aſked his advice reſpecting his behaviour 
towards Joſephine, and mentioned the de- 
termination he had formed to diſcover her 


« That 
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« That would prove a fruitleſs attempt,” 
ſaid the Marquis, © if ſhe choſes to conceal 
herſelf, except you have ſome clue to go 
by,” looking at Henry. © I do not mean 
to be curious, my friend; but you muſt 
know what name ſhe was married under. — 
Have you never heard it mentioned any 
where ?” | 

« If I did not ſtand bound in honour, I 
would immediately diſcloſe it to you, Mar- 
quis; but poſitively, if ſhe continues thus 
to trifle with me, I ſhall think myſelf no 
longer obliged to keep the ſecret; and, by 
Heavens, if ſhe is above graund, [ will find 
her out. She may be a ſecond Princeſs des. 
Iffarts for any thing I know to the contrary. 
Had I continued Henry Weſthorpe, her be- 
haviour would not have ſtruck me as being 
extraordinary, but as matters are it is 
ridiculous; if ſhe has any thing to dread 
from her relations, why not accompany me 
to England? Her fortune is no object to 
me —let her beſtow it upon her friends: I 


5 | am 
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am ready to / ſettle. an equal ſum upon her 
to-morrow. This I have given her to un- 
derſtand. Now what can prevent her from 
| complying with my wiſhes? Think how 
I abſurd 1 ſhall look in the eyes of all my 
| friends, if 1 have at laſt been the dupe of an 
| artful woman; but I muſt. and will bring 
her to an explanation, and I proteſt, if ſhe 
does not anſwer my next letter more to my 
ſatisfaction, I will return to England, and no 
longer look upon my marriage as binding.” 
Form no haſty reſolutions, Henry,” ſaid 
the Marquis; © you are ſtill a lover, and 
may repent taking any deciſive ſtep upon 
ſo important an occaſion. Let her have her 
own way for a little while longer—another. 
three months, and if, at the end of that 
period, you are as much in the dark as at 
preſent, aſſume the ſtile of a huſband, and 
force her, if ſhe loves you, to ſatisfy you in 
every particular. Her next letter may re- 

move all your doubts, or ſhe may yet have 
ſome affairs to arrange; but a very little 
5 os | while 
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while may acquit her 1 in both our eyes, ſo do 
not be haſty; your offers were truly noble, 
and what prevented her from accepting them 
I cannot _—_— ſtill I will not n n : 
ben? u Daria 8g 5 
ce ] believe you are right, Marquis,” dad ; 
Henry: „ certainly love her as much as 
ever; but if ſhe keeps me much longer in 
this fulpeaſe, I will not anſwer for my * ; 
ward heart.“ 
« She muſt take the conſequence of _ 
on imprudence,” ſaid the Marquis. 
ſincerely hope your mind will be relieved 
before we leave St. Omer's ; but at all events 
1 will not have you give yourſelf up to 
gloomy reflections; your uneaſineſs has al- 
ready occaſioned you a ſevere: fit of illneſs; 
and your ſpirits are even now unuſually 
depreſſed. Our good friend, the Baron, 
wrote me word you were no longer the gay, 
lively Henry Weſthorpe, who uſed to animate 
every. ſociety he joined, and was convinced 
ſomething of a very ſerious nature preyed. 
bg upon 


1 PP Ürt! ,, — 
: : 
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the caprices of a woman thus to alter his 
_ diſpoſition, and determined to follow the 
 Marquis's advice, and went to ſleep, after 
having formed a reſolution not to preſs 
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upon your mind; ſo, for Heaven's fake, rouſe 
yourſelf, remember you are a man, and 


ſhould the worſt evil you can dread befal 
you, you may ſet aſide your marriage; firſt 


you was not married under your real name, 
then there were many formalities wanting 
to render the ceremony binding, ſo do not 
give way to low ſpirits. I will repreſent 
every thing to the proper people, and you 
may depend upon recovering your liberty, 
if your chains are not honourable ; ſo let us 
to ſupper, and try to drown all diſagreeable 
reflections in the Abbe's Champaigne, which 
is excellent.” 


Henry was angry to think he had allowed 


Joſephine to accept his former offers ; but 
allow her to act juſt as ſhe pleaſed, in hopes 


his indifference might have the wiſhed-for 


effect 
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67 
effect, and induce her to clear her conduct . 
to regain his love. | Ks 


T he next morning he viſited his worthy 
friend, the Cheyalier Macharty, whom he had 
not ſeen ſince he left St. Omer's. The old 
man gave, him a moſt hearty welcome, and 
aſked, © if he had ever learned any tidings of. 
his wretched uncle and milerable family ??*— 
Henry related his adventure at Y pres. 


« You were much too good,” ſaid the 
Marquis, who had [accompanied him to the 
Chevalier's ; © for if ever a man deſerved a 


halter, it was this ſaid Mr. Weſthorpe ; but 


I am of opinion the fallen angels will not 

be defrauded of their due, Harry, notwith- 
ſtanding your efforts to keep him out of their 

clutches.“ | hs 


| The Chevalier laughed, and = he 
&lt very little pity for any of the family. 


« 1 


1 with 1 had ſeen the diſconſolate ma- 
tron,” ſaid the Marquis, and her precious 
brood. I never ſhall forgive any of them.“ 
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Henry told him he was very uncharitable, 
and they all three proceeded to the Com- 
mandant's, whom it was cuſtomary for 
- ſtrangers of diſtinction to viſit. In their 

walk they met Sir Richard Claymore, who 

only bowed very 3 but did not 

| * 


The Biroes 1 is W reduced,” ſaid 
the Chevalier; © he now inhabits a ſmall 
houſe without the town, and places his want 
of ſucceſs with the Eaft-India company ſolely 
to o your Lordſhip's door.“ 
With all my heart,” faid Henry ; 
te though I ſhould have thought the ſight of 
his relation's Will, muſt have convinced him, 
whatever were my intentions, I was not the 


. cauſe of his diſappointment.“ oo 


/ 


« Why, 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE 69 


« Why, as no one believed he had 
any claim upon the Company,“ ſaid the 
Chevalier, „his ſtory meets with little or 
no credit,” — Having paid their reſpects 
to the Commandant, Henry proceeded alone 
to the Engliſh College. The different pro- 
feſſors were all very happy to ſee him, par- 
ticularly as he made a very liberal donation 
to the ſeminary. On his return from thence 
to the Chevalier's lodgings, where he was 


down on her knees the moment ſhe ſaw him, 
and began to pray maſt fervently. Her piety 
was very liberally rewarded, and ſhe pro- 
miſed to burn a candle before her favourite 


virgin for the enſuing week * honour of his 
Lordſhip. 


The W and Henry ſpent ſix weeks 
at Salber wick in a continued round of amuſe- 
ments, during which time Henry received 
two letters from Joſephine; but they brought | 
him no ſatisfactory intelligence, and as diſ- 
15 1 truſt 


engaged to dine, he met Cecile, who fell 


* 
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truſt is ſore to increaſe, if once it finds ad- 
mittance in the boſom of either ſex, Henry 
fancied her ſtile grew more reſerved, and 
her expreſſions of love leſs fervent. He 
anſwered them both very punctually; but did 
not expreſs himſelf with his uſual warmth ; 
informed her how he ſpent his time, and that 
he ſhould go'to the Caſtle D'Orcy from St. 
Omer's, and from thence to Paris for the 


| winter: He had once decided to ſpend the 


months of October and November at his 
ſeat near Fontainbleau; but the Marquis's 
perſuaſions, who thought that place would 
only to ſerve to increaſe the depreſſion upon 
his ſpirits he could not always ſhake off, had 
induced him to alter his mind ; beſides, he 
thought it would be paying Joſephine a com- 
pliment, and that he no longer felt himſelf 
inclined to do. - 


| The Chevalier Macharty accompanied 
them to the Caſtle D'Orcy, where the two 


enfuing months ſoon ſlipped away. He then 
A011 | returned 
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returned to St. Omer's, and the two friends 
proceeded to Paris. The correſpondence 
had been kept up as uſual between Henry 
and Joſephine, yet each ſeemed at a loſs how _ 
to addreſs each other. Henry longed to 
come to the point, and ſhe ſeemed to dread 
his queſtions, which ſhe always tried to evade. 
The Marquis hardly knew what to think, 
and till adviſed Henry to wait the event, 
though he began to be ſeriouſly angry with 
Joſephine, whom he could no longer excuſe 
with any degree of propriety ; but, unwilling 
to add to his friend's uneaſineſs, he kept his 
thoughts to himſelf, and only tried to make 
him forget, in a continual round of diſſipa- 
tion, the title he bore, and the irkſome ſtate 
of ſuſpenſe his ſtrange connexion had involved 
him in. Joſephine's letters, once his greateſt 
delight, now almoſt became his torment, as 
each ſucceeding one added to his uneaſineſs. 
If ſhe flattered him with hopes at one time, 
the next diſſipated the pleaſing deluſion, and 
plunged _ into the ſame diſagreeable un- 


certainty. 
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certainty. He was almoſt come to a reſolu- 
tion to ſet out for England, and to retire to 
his feat in the North till ſhe choſe to ac- 
knowledge who ſhe was, and the reaſons for 
her ſtrange conduct. He was undetermined 
what to do, when Colonel Falkland, his ſiſter 
_and niece; arrived at Paris; to leave that city 


the moment they reached it, would ſeem, he 
thought, as if he wiſhed to ſhun them; he 


therefore once more altered his reſolution. 


It was near the middle of March. They 
had ſpent the winter at Aix en Provence. — 
The Colonel and Henry had correſponded 


very regularly ſince they parted, and, as he 


came to Paris only to meet his young friend, 


his firſt viſit was to the Hotel D'Orcy. — 


Henry expreſſed his pleaſure to ſee him at 


Paris, and inquired after the Ladies with the 


utmoſt politeneſs. The Colonel, ever ready 


to flatter himſelf, hoped now his Lordſhip 
was perfectly his own maſter, he would 
think feriouſly of Anna, attributing his for- 
mer indifference - to his fear of diſobliging 


Sir William. He knew his niece had diſ- 


poſed 
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poſed of her heart in his favour, was there 

fore convinced ſhe would endeavour to pleaſe. 

She had received an excellent education; 
but having paſſed a great deal of her time 
abroad, was become a ſort of agreeable co- 
quette. T his was a diſcovery her amiable 
uncle and reſpectable mother had not made; 
to them ſhe appeared all gentleneſs, modeſt 
without affectation, gay without levity, and 
ſeemed in the Colonel's eyes to anſwer his 
opinion of a truly amiable young woman; 
to ſee her united therefore to a man he 
now truly eſteemed for his own ſake, and 
was the ſon of two people who had been fo 
deſervedly dear to him, was the ſummit of 
his wiſhes. The deſire of accelerating fo 
agreeable an event had brought him to Paris, 
as he knew the moment his Lordſhip re- 
turned to England every family of any 

diſtinction, who had unmarried daughters, 
would be anxious to cultivate his friendſhip, 
and he was afraid his niece would not ſtand 
the ſame chance among ſo many rival can- 

VOL, IV, * didates 
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didates as at preſent. Henry introduced the 


Col. to the Marquis D' Orcy, who gave him a 
general invitation to his Hotel, and expreſſed a 
wiſh to be introduced to the Ladies of his 


family. The Col. thought him one of the moſt 


amiable Frenchmen he had ever met with, 
and was determined to cultivate his friend- 
ſhip. He took his leave, highly gratified by 
the reception he had met with, and very 


much flattered by Henry's inviting himſelf 


to drink tra with the Ladies, to whom he 
lent a very polite meſſage. . 


Ire Falkland was overjoyed at her bro- 
ther's favourable report, and her daughter 
longed once more to try the power of her 
charms upon this hitherto indifferent mortal. 


Between fix and ſeven his Lordſhip made his 
appearance, and, though his behaviour did 


not contribute to raiſe the Colonel's hopes, 
he ſtill flattered himſelf every ſucceeding 1 in- 


-terview would place his niece in a more 


favourable light, She was in his opinion 
| Ds remarkably 
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remarkably clever, and very accompliſhed; 
and, in his eagerneſs- to promote this match, 
he forgot his Lordſhip had before had an 
opportunity of making all thoſe diſcoveries 
he now hoped would make ſuc an impreſ- 
ſion upon his mind. Another winter ſpent in 
the South of France had not been very con- 
ducive to Anna's improvement; ſhe had 
become a candidate for public applauſe du- 
ring her reſidence at Aix, having often per- 
formed different characters, much againſt her 
uncle's will, upon a private theatre belonging 
to a ſociety of noble actors and actreſſes, 
whom ſhe had joined ; and, having an ex 
ceeding good voice, had met with general 
approbation. Among this ſociety was 4 
young French Count, a major in the French 
ſervice; but as modeſty was not among the 
moſt ſtriking features of his character, and 
he was not particularly renowned for his 
veracity, he had introduced himſelf to Miſs” 
Falkland's notice as a Lieutenant- colonel. 
Few people more truly deſerved the appella- 
22 95 E 2 tion 
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tion of a "MTN fop ; indeed dreſs was his 
chief ſtudy. He was not a bad figure, but 
his countenance was totally devoid of expreſ- 
ſion, except when animated in diſcourſe, and 
then it was abſolutely diſtorted into a thou- 
ſiand different forms; a very great adept in 
that inſipid routine of compliments moſt 
Provincial Noblemen beſtow indiſcriminately 

| _ wpon all their female acquaintance, He 
_.” _ Changed his miſtreſſes with his garriſons, and 
as he was of ſome conſequence at Aix, had 
acquired the reputation of une homme à bonnes 
Fortunes. Such was the Count de St. Vau- 
demont, eldeſt ſon to the Preſident de Mir- 
vaux, a good ſort of an old man, who 
greateſt foible was his predilection in favour 
of this young man, as he had ſeveral other 
children, whom he had dedicated indiſcrimi- 
+ nately (his elder daughter excepted) to God: 
that is, he had one ſon a Knight of Malta, 
a ſecond a Prieſt, and two other daugh- 
ters Nuns. His eldeſt daughter had been 


fortunate enough to captivate a Farmer | 
: General, 
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General, who had made ſome ſtay at Am, 
and with whom, as ſoon as they were mar- 
ried, ſhe had removed to Paris. — The 
Count affected to deſpiſe his brother - in law, 
though his ſiſter's marriage had afforded him 
an opportunity of viſiting the capital, and 
he found her huſband's ſpacious Hotel a very 
agreeable as well as cheap abode. Soon. 
after Miſs Falkland's appearance at Aix, he 
had ſingled her out for the object of his at- 
tention. The Preſident had got intimate 
with the Colonel, and underſtanding his 
niece would have an immenſe fortune when 
ſhe became of age, he wiſhed very much 
to ſecure - ſo advantageous a match for 
the Count, who became fo aſſiduous and 
ſo conſtant a viſitor at the Colonels, that 
he fat out for Paris a month ſooner than 
he intended merely to get rid of theſe new 
acquaintance; not that he harboured the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of his . niece's entertaining any 
partiality for the vain fop as he uſed to call 
bim; and ſuppoſed” he only diverted” her, 
C 


* 


s sz gg 10s WIFE. 


n firſt * did him, with his nonſenſe. Mrs. 
Falkland was of the ſame opinion, and as 
Miſs Falkland did not expreſs the ſlighteſt 
rlegret at leaving Aix, and often mentioned 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne, the Colonel had forgot 
ſuch a man as the Count de St. Vaudemont 
cxiſbel by the time he reached Lyons. 


CHAP. VI. 


. 


Taz Preſident de Miryaux and his fon 
| were not troubled with equal ſhort memories. 
The Falkland family had no ſooner left Aix, 
than they recollected they had not ſeen 


Madame de Combleyal, the Farmer General's 
wife, 
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wife, for ſome time. Her Hotel, and the 


ſtile her huſband lived in, would increaſe the 
Cologel's idea of their conſequence; and as 
ſhe had a box at every theatre, kept an 
elegant equipage and a ſumptuous table, her 
acquaintance would be a deſirable acquiſition 
to the Ladies, they therefore ſet out within : 
a week after the Colonel ; and though they 
were neither of them great favourites of 
Monſieur de Combleyal's, he could not well 
avoid offering them apartments in his Hotel, 
and ſoon learned what had brought them to 
Paris. He only laughed at their ſcheme, - 
and aſſured them the Engliſh were not ſo 


_ ealily duped as they imagined ; for before 


the Colonel parted with his niece's fortune 
he would aſk to ſce their rent roll, and make - 
many other inquiries they would be equally 


puzzled to anſwer, and prognoſticated, after ; 


they had ſpent ten or twelve thouſand livres 
to cut a figure, they would return to Aix 


only that much the poorer. This fort of 


reaſoning by no means ſuited either the father 
E. 4 „ 
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or fon; but as it was not their intereſt to 
quarrel with the ſpeaker, the Count con- 
Joled himfelf with anticipating how far he 
would ſurpaſs him in point of ſplendour 
when in poſſeſſion of Miſs Falkland's fortune. 


Near ten days elapſed after their arrival | 
before they were fortunate enough to meet 
with the object of their ſearch. They had 
viſited every public place in Paris, and had 
come to a determination to ſearch the police 
books, when chance led them one morning 
to the Palais Royal, and in one of the apart- 
ments, admiring the pictures, were the Colo- 
nel, Mrs. and Miſs Falkland, and Lord Fitz- 
Oſpborne, who, at the Colonel's requeſt, had 
5 promiſed over night to attend them. The 
Count could not have choſen a more pro- 
pitious moment to preſent himſelf to the 
young Lady, who by this time exceſlively 
piqued at the little attention ſhe met with 
from Henry, determined, by transferring all 


her attention to the gallant Count to pique 
| his 
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his vaniey, and thus, if poſſible; to obtain 
his love; it may therefore be ſuppoſed the 
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young Frenchman met with a very gracious _ 


reception. He addreſſed? her in his uſual 


ſtile, while the Preſident paid his compli- 


ments to the aſtoniſhed Colonel and his ſiſter. 


Henry walked to a little diſtance, and affected 


to be admiring a picture of Guido's, to allow 
the party he had accompanied to renew their 
acquaintance; which the Colonel was, very 
much againſt his will, obliged to do, as he 


now began to ſuſpe& the real truth, that 


this wiſe pair had followed them to Paris. 
The Count next advanced to pay his reſpects, 


and told him, that a wiſh to ſee his ſiſter 
had brought his father and him to Paris, 


and the hopes of reaching the capital before 
Mrs. and Miſs Falkland had left it, had in- 
| duced them to haſten their journey; then 
proceeded to inform them how ſeduouſly 
they had ' ſought them every where, being 


_ eager to introduce them to Madame de Com- 


5 * who would be proud of accompanying 
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them to ſee every thing worthy their notice: 
then turning to Miſs Falkland, told her the 
Private plays had been given up ſince her 


departure, as they had found it impoſſible 


to re- place her. Thus did he run on for 


near half an hour, to the no ſmall mortifi- 
cation of the Colonel, and real amuſement 


of Henry, who heard all he ſaid, as he ſpoke 
very loud. 


PER” Pray, my Lord, do not deſert us; faid 
the Colonel, perceiving he ſtill kept at a 


diſtance. - He inſtantly approached, and Mrs. 


Falkland faid, & Your Lordſhip has long 
been in habits of intimacy with many of the 
French Nobility ; but did you ever hear fo 
inceſſant a prater, telling how and where they 


had got acquainted with the Preſident and his 
Jon; while the former was addrefling the Col. 


the other Miſs Falkland, who liſtened to 
ſpeeches that would have offended many 
- ſenſible women with the moſt flattering at- 
tention ? It was impoſſible now to get rid 


bh 


# 


« 
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of them. — The Count undertook to ex- 


plain every thing to the Ladies, while the 
Preſident tried to divert the Colonel's atten - 


tion, and anxious to know who Henry was, 


faid, © A countryman, I preſume, Colonel, 
from the young Gentleman's dreſs,” 


« An Engliſh Nobleman, Preſident,” faid 
the Colonel. This explanation brought on 
an entreaty from the Preſident to be intro- 


duced to him, and the Colonel, much againſt _ 
his will, complied with his requeſt. _ Henty- 


was by no means anxious to cultivate the 
friendſhip of either father or ſon, therefore 
only returned a ſilent bow to the Preſident's 
fine compliments ;. and, as by-ſtanders often _ 


ſee more of the game, it is ſaid, than the in- 


tereſted parties, he eaſily diſcovered the Count's 
| views, and thought he ſeemed to meet with as 


much encouragement as any reaſonable man 


could expect from a young Lady he wiſhed to 
_ captivate, Miſs Falkland had given him ſuch 
ö E66 unequivocal 
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„ wmysvenious wirs. 
unequivocal proofs of her love, he eaſily 
gueſſed ſne meant, in a great meaſure, to 
rouſe his jealouſy; though ſhe had taken a 
very wrong method, as he was much more 


diverted than piqued at the attention ſhe 
* 1 Count. +29 


The Colonel was very much diſpleaſed both 
a the tencontre and his niece's behaviour, 
therefore very ſoon propoſed retiring to 
Mrs. Falkland. She readily agreed. The 
Count handed Anna down to the carriage; 
and as Lord Fitz-Oſborne made his parting. 
bow, after he had put Mrs. Falkland into 
the coach; the familiar Frenchman, without 
waiting for an invitation, followed his miſ- 
treſs into the carriage, ſaying, He muſt 
ſee; the Ladies ſafe home, that he might know 
n future where to pay them his reſpects. — 
Had the Colonel given way to his firſt im- 
pulſe, he would certainly have pulled him 
out of the carriage; as it was, he ſtepped in 
after him, and hardly made any anſwer to 
| : ws 5 5 i the 
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the Preſident” 8 polite adieu arid temarks upon. | 


the Count's intuitive gallantry, He main- 
tained a profound ſilence during their drive, 


ſo did Mrs. Falkland; but the undaunted 


Frenchman determined not to notice their 
diſpleaſure, pointed out to Anna different 
things as they paſſed, and kept talking: with 
the urmoſt unconcern about the Theatres, 
Boulevards, and various amuſements the capital 
afforded. At laſt, to the Colonel's great 
relief, they ſtopped. ar their Hotel; the 
Count accompanied them into their ſaloon, 
and did not take his leave for near an hour; 
then promiſed to bring his ſiſter with him the 
next day, whom he hopèd would be able to 
engage the Ladies to accompany her to the 
Opera in the evening. Fhe moment he was 


gone, the Colonel, too frank himſelf to ſuſ- | 


pect others of diſſimulation, aſked his niece, 
What could induce a girl of her ſenſe to 
liſten with any patience to the Count's ful- 
ſome, not to ſay groſs flattery ?“ adding, 
he could not gueſs what had brought hap 
and his father to Paris, 


« Bus LA 
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* Buſineſs, I preſume,” ſaid Mrs. F alk⸗ 
land; © but, my dear Anna, do not give 
ſuch a filly fellow room to ſuppoſe his non- 
| ſenſe even diverts you. Few men are more 
inſufferable than theſe inſignificant beings, if 
they fancy they meet with the leaſt encou- 
ragement. Laugh at him with me as much 
as you. pleaſe ; but pray treat him in future 
with the utmoſt reſerve.” Anna, naturally a 
coquette, and vain of the admiration of the 
Count, did not find herſelf inclined to fol- 
low her mother's advice; ſhe therefore 
made her no anſwer, and the moment ſhe 
found an opportunity ſhe retired to her own 


apartment. 
Thhe Colonel, without knowing why, began 


Bob to be uneaſy, and Mrs. Falkland declared, 


« ſhe had no wiſh to become * 
i with this Madame de Combley 


3 « Nor I,“ faid the Colonel ; 3 © ſo, to avoid 
her viſit, we will take a drive ſomewhere 
3 | in 
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in the environs to-morrow morning. I ſhall 
- ſpend the evening at the Hotel D'Orcy, and 
may, perhaps, / be able to prevail upon Lord 
Fitz-Oſborne to accompany us.” 
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Mrs. Falkland hoped he would be able 
to ſucceed, and they ſeparated to dreſs, each 
determined to do all in their power to keep 
this Count and Anna apart, without com- 
municating their intentions to each other. 


* 
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vid, 


CHAP. VII. 


Uron his return home, Henry found a 
letter from his Joſephine : it ſeemed wrote 
in low ſpirits, which might be occaſioned, 
he imagined, by the indifference of his late 

- Epiſtles. She entreated him not to leave 
France, which, by way of bringing her to 
an explanation, he had rather hinted was his 
intention, at leaſt for a couple of months, as 

a very ſhort time would decide her future 
Fate; but entered into no details capable of 
affording him any ſatisfaction. He ſhewed 
her letter to the Marquis, who declared he 
was 
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was at a 1608 to underſtand what ſhe meant; 
however, if ſne did not keep her word at 
the expiration of the time ſhe herfelf had 
fixed, he adviſed Henry to aſſume a pe- 
remptory tone, and frighten her into com- 
pliance, ſince his former tender penn 
had had ſo little effect. e 


This Henry, who began to find abſence 
« Ls tombeau de amour,” aſſured him he 
meant to do, and now ſincerely. wiſhed he 
had never viſited Spa, at leaſt had never 
ſeen this myſterious beauty, ; 


The Colonel ſpent the evening with the 
two friends, whom he accompanied to the 
Theatre Frangcis. As the Marquis made it a 

rule, as much as- poſſible, to engage Henry. 
in ſome amuſement likely to diflipate the 
preſent unpleaſing train of his ideas; and 
upon the Colonel's mentioning their: mornings 
rencontre, agreed a provincial ſeigntur was 
not a very agreeable companion at Paris, 
"2 
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as 6: they were very ſeldom , acquainted with 
any of the Pariſian Nobility, and were 


too proud to frequent the ſecond order, or 


Bourgeoſſe, they were glad to force them- 


delves into the company of any people of 
.. faſhion, who did them the honour to admit 


them; therefore propoſed a ride to Seve in 


the morning, as a ſight of the famous china 


manufactory would certainly amuſe the La- 
dies; © and that you may leave home before 
your Count and his filter can think of pre- 
ſenting themſclves at your Hotel, do me 
the ſavour to bring the Ladies to breakfaſt 
wich Lord Fitz-Oſborne and myſelf, and 


my carriage can convey us all to Seve,” 


No propoſal could have been more agree- 
able to the Colonel; he of courſe made no 
objection. Mrs. Falkland was equally pleaſed 
when ſhe learned what had paſſed, and the 
_=_ paſted very agreeably. Henry was 
in ſpirits, and rallied Miſs Falkland, in 
delicate, droll way about her French Saks 
| The 
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The Marquis D'Orcy ſaid the French army 
was the ſchool for gallantry, his Lordſhip 
having only been in a Swiſs regiment ren- 
dered him very deficient in that point; then 
gave a moſt ludicrous deſcription of ſome of 
the inferior officers that had fallen under his 
obſervation, 


Tou are certainly acquainted with the 
Count de St. Vaudemont, Marquis,” faid the 
Colonel, © for many of your deſcriptions 
yould exactly ſuit him.“ ey” 

« I really cannot boaſt. of that n 
Col. The officers of my own regiment are, 
many of them, as abſurd as any in the ſervice; 
and a countryman of yours made a very juſt 


remark, when he ſaid, there was not a more 


inſufferable being in the world d a F rench 
officer under thirty.“ | . | 

Nor a more agreeable companion,” ſid 
the Colonel, © than a Gentleman of that 
profeſſion above that age.” The Marquis 
"avghed, and Wit arrival at the. Hotel 
D'Etrangers, 
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D'Etrangers, in the Rue de Richelieu, 


where the Colonel lodged, put a ſtop to 


their diſcourſe. The Marquis and Henry 


only handed the Ladies out of the carriage; 
but, as it grew late, took their leave, being 


engaged to dine out. They had hardly 


drove from the door before the Count de St. 


Vaudemont, the Colonel had ſo ſeduouſly 
tried to avoid, came running down the great 
ſtaircaſe they were preparing to aſcend, and 

talking with his uſual völubility, told them this 


was the third time he had been at their Hotel, 


and his fiſter was. fo injpatient to be intro- 
duced to Mrs. and Miſs Falkland, ſhe had 
determined to wait their return, l 


they came home to dinner.“ 


Thus did he run on, regardleſs of the very 
cold reception the Colonel and Mrs, Falk- 


land gave him; he had, as a matter of courſe, 
offered his hand to Anna, and with more 
fineſſe than the Colonel and Mrs. Falkland 
thought him capable of, gave her perfecthy 


to 


— 
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to underſtand ſhe was the magnet drew him 
into their company. Her vanity was flattered; 
ſhe reflected that French Ladies generally 
govern their huſbands, and began to diſcover 
many amiable qualities in the young Count. 
Her uncle was a rigid cynic, and her mother 
an antiquated prude, — Such being her 
thoughts, it may be ſuppoſed the Count had 
no great reaſon to deſpair. She made him 
a ſign, unperceived by her uncle and mother, 
to moderate his tranſports, and thus ſhe eſta- 
bliſhed a mutual confidence between them. 
In the ſaloon ſat Madarne de Combleval, in 
many reſpects a very amiable woman. She 
apologized very politely for the liberty ſne 
had taken, which ſhe placed totally to her 
wiſh to become acquainted with Ladies her 
father and brother ſo juſtly eſteemed. - Diſ- 
pleaſed as both, the Colonel and his ſiſter 
were with the brother, they behaved very po- 
litely- to this Lady, and, at her particular 
entreaty, promiſed to dine with her the fol- 
lowing day, and accompany her to the Opera. 
This 
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This they felt the more inclined to do, as 
Anna affected to treat the Marquis with 
proper reſerve, though ſhe chatted very freely 
with his ſiſter; who ſoon roſe to take her 
leave, after having offered to accompany 
the Ladies to ſee the different collections of 
pictures, many of the great Hotel's contained, 
and which were not publicly ſhewn, and 
ſeemed to wiſh, in every reſpect, to contri- 
bute to their amuſement during their ſtay at 
Paris, | | 


As ſoon! as they were gone, the Colonel 
faid ſhe was a very agreeable woman. Anna 
joined in his opinion, but affected to criticiſe 
the Count. Her uncle, who began to hope 
ſhe ſaw him in the fame light he did, only. 
. aid he was undeſerving the notice of any 
ſenſible woman; but as he meant to be po- 
lte; they had no right to find fault with his 
intentions; he then changed the diſcourſe 

to their morning's excurſion, and endeavoured 

to point out the various merits he daily diſ- 
covered in Lord Fitz-Oſborne. 
| Anna 
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Anna laughed, and ſaid, „his Lordſhip 
would never give into the Count's failings.“ 
« Why, was Lord Fitz-Oſborne to adopt 
the Count's ſtile,” ſaid the Colonel, «© 1 
ſhould be perfectly convinced he deſpiſed 
the woman he ſo addreſſed.” 


Anna was very ſenſible of the juſtice of 
her uncle's remarks ; yet was not very wil- 
ling to admit Lord Fitz Oſporne Was ſo 
perfect a being ſince he had not done homage 
to her charms; and determined, if ſhe faw 
no likelihood of becoming Lady Fitz-Of- 
borne, to content herſelf with the title of 
Counteſs de St. Vaudemont. Had her uncle 
and mother been thus early acquainted with 
her reſolution, they moſt likely would have 
put an effectual ſtop. to her intentions; as it 
was, they gave her full opportunity to put | 
her deſign into execution. Their viſits were 
often repeated at the Hotel de Combleyal, 
the miſtreſs of whom accompanied the Ladies 
to various public places almoſt every evening. 
The 
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The 3 was uſually of theſe parties; but 
tertained no ſuſpicions of his real ſentiments 


' be. ſuppoſed, preferred the ſociety of the 


Ruan K oe - — = — 


thus left the amorous Count to take every 


againſt Lord Fitz-Oſborne. 


played his cards ſo well Mrs. Falkland en- 
for her daughter; and as the Colonel, as may 


Marquis D'Orcy and his young friend, he 


generally joined their evening parties, and 


advantage of his niece's vanity, and pique 


-— 


* 
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CHAP. IX. "2 «Jad 


1 N the beginning of May, Lord Marſden, 
his ſon, daughter and niece, came to Paris; 
they were upon their road to England; but 
having renewed their acquaintance with Lord 
Fitz-Oſborne, and been introduced to the 
Falkland family, they determined to ſpend a a 
month or ſix weeks in that metropolis, before * 
they proceeded on their journey. Henry 
was in the ſame ſituation with reſpect to 
Joſephine: he had received another letter, 
which merely contained a promiſe to remove 
all his doubts in the courſe of che month of 
vol. iv. 


F June 
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June; and with th's he was obliged 1 to be 
_ fatisfied, as he was very much afraid, was he 

to attempt to threaten her into an explana- 

tion, ſhe would evade all his inquiries, and 
= Keep him perhaps forever in this horrid ſtate 
of uncertainty, Indeed ſhe had given him 
ſome hints, that any ſearch he might make, 
in order to gratify his curioſity, might, if 
crowned with ſucceſs, be attended with very 
diſagreeable conſequences. The Marquis, 
therefore, though he could not ſuppoſe his 

young friend had any thing to dread, adviſed 
him to truſt once more to her honour, but pro- 
teſted he would affiſt him with all his power, 
to enable him to diſcover her, if ſhe let the 
ſummer elapſe without coming to ſome expla- 


nation. 


| ak mo longer an ardent romantick 
os, lover, now blamed his precipitate conduct at 
Spa very ſeverely: ſtill he longed to know 
What he had either to dread or expect. 
1 Hitleerto he had ſcen no woman to be com- 


4 


pared to his Joſephine in any reſpect; the 
compariſons he drew were therefore ſtill in 


her favour. Mats Falkland he found to be 


a giddy vain coquette, and Miſs Trevors he 
thought infinitely too reſerved, The Mar- 
quis D'Orcy had not the higheſt opinion of 
French ladies in general, therefore ſometimes 
ſaid he would only diſpoſe of his liberty in 
favour of an Engliſh woman. Henry once 


told him he thought Miſs Trevors might 
ſuit him. The Marquis faid he ſhould be 


a better judge, as they grew more intimate, 
for he was determined not to act with pre- 
cipitation; he therefore oſten viſited the 
Marſden family, while Henry paſt a good 
deal of his time with Colonel Falkland, who, 


though very reluctantly, began to give up all 
thoughts of being related to him. 


The ladies viſits to the Hotel de Comble- 


val, were put a ſtop to, by the miſtreſs of 
ic leaving Paris with her huſband, to viſit a 


near relation of Monſieur de Combleyal's, 
who 


0 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 9 . 


100 ; ; MYSTERIOUS Wirz. 

5 who lay at the point of death in a diſtant 
Y Province ſince which the Count had ſpent 
the greateſt part of every day at the Hotel 

Des Etrangers, and Anna ſeemed to be happy 


| in his n 


5 The Colonel 1 was come to a ſerious reſolu- 
tion to leave Paris, determined ſhe ſhould 
not q lay the fool by his conſent. He men- 
tioned his intentions to his ſiſter, who aſſured 
him ſhe believed her daughter till very much 
in love with Lord Fitz-Oſborne, and mw 
wiſhed to excite his jealouſy. ; 


e She had much better have endea- 
voured to obtain his eſteem;” ſaid the Colo- 
nel; her preſent behaviour is more likely 
to make him deſpiſe her; but I will not be 
eternally teized with a repetition of the 
Counts non ſenſe ; he is become, much a- 
gan my will, a conſtant viſitor, and will 
drive me from Paris as he did from Aix. 1 
Ok call upon Lord Fitz-Oſborne this eyen- 


* 75 1 A | 4 4 * i ' . ing, 
Y | * 


2 
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| ing, and if I find an opportunity, will men- 
tion our departure. As T am now certain he 
is not in love with my niece, nor does he 
ſcem to give the preference to Miſs Trevors, 
cannot conceive what detains him in 
France.. 

© Love «for ſome Frenci lady, perhaps,” 
ſaid Mrs. Falkland, whom he hopes to 
prevail upon to accompany him to England.“ 

« T hardly think fo,” faid the Colonel, 
« orhe is remarkably diſcreet in his amours ; 
for I have been ſo much in his company ſince 
J have been at Paris, I think I ſhould have 
diſcovered upon whom he had beſtowed his 
Mat 5 8 NN 


= F +4 


: He had ſcarcely ceaſed ſpeaking, before 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne was announced, and * 
OY general erna err 
« am come to en you, Colonel; 
there will be a review of the houſhold troops 
to-morrow, at Marli: as all the Royal 

ä Family 


bother, and of courſe received the Count's 
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Family will, be preſent, it will be a Gght 
worth the attention of ſtrangers ; for all the 


firſt nobility make a point of attending upon 


theſe occaſions.” 


The Colonel, after thanking his Lordſhip | 
for the information, was proceeding to que ſ- 
tion him about the hour, ſpot, &c. when the 
Preſident and his ſon were announced. | 


cc They poſitively haunt this houſe,” 


OR the Colonel, in a * tone. 


As hes mand the ſaloon by one door, 
Miſs Falkland made her appearance at the 


firſt compliments, who then proceeded to 


mention this review, which would. be the 
moſt magnificent ſight France ever afforded, 


The King would command in perſon. The 
troops to be reviewed. were his own body 
guards ; every pariſian who could, would be 


there, and be was come on purpoſe to offer 


the 
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the ladies Madame de Combleval's * a 
caneep them thither. Do 


1% 4 0. aids 
« Upon my air faid Henry, ſmiling _ 
at this, in the Count's opinion, flattering 


propoſal, © the Count has got the ftart of =, 


me; © the Marquis D'Orey deputed me to 


make a ſimilar offer of his carriage, becauſe 


as he will be upon the ground himſelf, and = 


has ſome little influence, he thought theſe | 
ladies were more likely to obtain a. better 


ſight of the ſhaw the fact is, the utmoſt 


deference will be boſe to his arms and 
livery.” 

« The Marquis is very e bd 
Mrs. Falkland, and if we de go, I ſhall 
be tempted to accept his kind offer; but 
I am afraid to venture in ſuch a crowd. 

e There will not be the lighteſt danger, 
my dear Madam,” ſaid the Count; the 
palice is ſo well arrranged in France, go 
accidents ever happen upon ſuch gccabons z 


% 


and in the Marquis D'Orcy's- cquiage. >”... 
F 4 — 
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| tan have nothing to fear; therefore I will 
not preſs you to make uſe of my ſiſter's, but 

you muſt not think of ſtaying at home. My 
Lord, pray ſecond my intreaties; do you 
endeavour to ' over-rule Mrs. Falkland's 
objections, while I try my influence with her 


wel . N 


* I ſiniled at this familiar addreſs ; then 
faying s was early ordered to pay implicit 
obedience to the commands of my ſuperiors,” 

affired Mrs: Falkland he did not conceive 
| ſhe need be under any .apprehenſion, as the 


pin, which bore the ſtrange name of the 


> Trou D*Enfer, was very extenſive, and the 
guards would certainly be very attentive to 
their duty, he would therefore venture to 
Nr her N. | 


— 


7 Puring this the Count was aden 
KAnn i in his uſual complimentary ſtrain; til! 
- the Colonel, very angry with himſelf for 
- having allowed him to take ſuch liberties 
with his niece, ſaid, 


6 


« Spare 
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£0 Spare your eloquence; Count, if Lord 
Fitz- Oſborne does not prevail upon my ſiſter 
to be of the party, her daughter will not 89 
without her.“ | 
* To you, then, my dear Madam,” nid 
the unabaſhed Count, “ ſhall I prefer my 
requeſt; even on my knees, if neceflary.” 


The Preſident ſeconded his entreaties. 
The Colonel did not wiſh to deprive his 
niece of any amuſement fuitable to her age; 
and as he felt himſelf very much flattered by _ 


the polite marks of attention his ſiſter and . | 


himſelf had met with from the Marquis and 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne, he gave Mrs. Falkland a 
look ſhe perfectly | underſtood ; by therefore | 
ſignifying her intentions of complying with 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne's requeſt, ſhe Pu) an 
end to the RN S nonſenſe. £2 

Rey then laid, « as the review does not 
begin till three o'clock ladies, the Marquis 
hopes you will do him the honour to take 
 "B*'g” »- ©" oy 
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ſome refreſhment at his hotel * you 
ſet off. Lord Marſden's family have pro- 
miſed to favour him with their company; we 
can therefore then proceed in a _y to 
Marli.“ 


This arrangement ſo perfectly precluded 
the Preſident and the Count from being of 
their party, that Colonel Falkland agreed to 

the propoſal without heſitation. 


The Preſident, rather piqued, ſaid * he 
was too old to enjoy ſuch ſights; and the 
Count faid © he was engaged to accompany 
a party of brother officers, but meant to have 
done himſelf the honour to attend Mrs. and 
Miſs Falkland, had he found them in want 
of an efcort.” Then turning to the Colonel 
and Henry, ſaid, but I preſume, my Lord, 
you and the Colonel do not mean to ſet in 
your carriages during the review. The Mar- 
quis D'Orcy, I ſuppoſe, will be on horſe 
back: indeed every man n of rank will makes 
Point of ii.. : 


2 T hey 
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« They may not all be ſo well ſet up as 
you are, Count,” faid the Preſident, _. 
« I ſuppoſe,” interrupted the Colonel, | 
cc your Lordſhip means to exhibit your beau» ' 
tiful game colour ; I think he is one of the 
fineſt horſes I ever faw; indeed I much 
doubt whether he is to be matched in 

Europe.“ 

« You have not ſeen the « one I e 
yeſterday, Colonel, ſaid the Count; © I do 
not think a finer creature ever left Great- 
Britain: but you ſhall ſee him to-morrow, 
and then I muſt entreat you would give me + 
your opinion of my purchaſe.” 

ce] do not mean to doubt your judgment 
in ſuch points, Count, ſaid Henry, * bupI * 
would never adviſe a friend to purchaſe an 
Engliſh horſe at Paris, except out of a gen- 
tleman's hands; for our dealers are not par- 
_ ticular in thoſe they bring over.“ 

« They would find it a difficult matter to 
deceive me, my Lord,” faid the Count. I 
intend to ſend my horſe forwards this even- 
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48 1 ſhall give him a i pretty deal of exerciſe 
e | 

te Then it will be a very wii precaution,” 
aid Henry, ſmiling ; © but the Marquis will 
be very impatient to hear. how 1 have ſuc- 
ceeded on my embaſſy; I muſt therefore wiſh 
you a very good morning, ladies, and hope 
to ſee you by one o clock to- motrow, at the 
"Hotel D'Orcy.” 

- Mrs. Falkland ld her promiſe ; ; he 
then departed. The Preſident and his ſon 
were obliged to follow his example, after the 

latter had aſſured Miſs Falkland he ſhould 

make a point of paying his refpe&ts to her at 
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Ar here time the Colonel, His" 
ſiſter and niece, proceeded to the hotel 
D'Orcy, where they found the | Marſden - 
family and Baron Falkenheim, who had arri- 
ved at Paris the preceding evening. The 
Baron had lately been promoted to the rank 
of Major General, and was now introduced 
by Henry to Colonel Falkland, as one of his 
beſt friends, and late commander. There 
was a ſimiliarity in theſe gentlemensꝰ diſpoſi- 
tions, which made them very ſoon intimate. 
* of who, and what, they were 
: _ likely © 
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likely to ſee at this review, filled up the diſ- 
courſe during their early dinner. It was then 
decided that Mrs. Falkland and the three 
young ladies ſhould perform their journey in 
the Marquis's coach. Lord Marſden and 
Colonel Falkland in Lord Fitz-Oſborne's - 
poſt-chaiſe and four; and the Marquis, Baron 
Falkenheim, his Lordſhip and Mr. Trevor's, 
in Lord Marſden's coach. The gentlemen 
had all, ſent their faddle horſes forward. 
About half paſt two they reached the Trou 
d' Enfer, at Marli. The Marquis's coach- 
man took his ſtation in front of the lines, 
where the ladies could have a very good 
view. The gentlemen alighted without the 
ranks, and ordered the other carriages to 
keep at a diſtance. The Marquis rode 
the charger Sir William Cleveland had 
made him a preſent of He was an excellent 
horſeman, therefore ſet him off to the beſt 
advantage, and made him exhibit all his 
graces. When he approached the ladies of 


8 een they found them- 
| . ſelves, 
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ſelves, and whether they liked their ſituation, 
the other gentlemen followed his example; 
and Lord Fitz-Oſborne's horſe met with his 
ſhare of praiſe, he was in very high ſpirits 
and remarkably playful, therefore gave his 
rider an opportunity of diſplaying his ſkill. 


The gentlemen were all talking to the 
ladies, when the Colonel caught ſight of the 
Count de St. Vaudemont, advancing towards 
them full ſpeed upon the famous horſe he had 
praiſed ſo much the day before. He was 
dreſs'd in his regimentals, which were white, 
in common with all the French infantry, 
turned up with a very pale yellow, Engliſh 
boots, and his double ſilver epaulets denoted 
his rank. His horſe was a bright bay, full 
ſixteen hands high, very ſmall in the body, 
of courſe very long legged ; carried his head 
very well, but not having been much accuſ- 
tomed to the ſpur, ſeemed ready to bear all 
down before him, as he did not want for 
blood. The Count had dreſſed him out in 


* a crimſon 


—— 
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a crimſon velvet demi-pique ſaddle ; a bridle 
with a large emboſſed gilt bit, and double 
white reins; and having ſer his hat ſide· cock 
before, came haſtening to ſhew himſelf to his 
milteels. 


None of che aentlomen cobdd look ſerious 
as he approached; they had all ſeen him 
"EY the Baron in the autumn at Nancy, 
whither his * 1 come into garriſon. 


Jumping off, he ſaid, There, my 
; Land, what ſay you to my purchaſe. He 
then approached the carriage on foot, leaving 
his charger to the care of a young lad he had 
| endeavoured to equip like an Engliſh groom. 
The Colonel and Henry approached the 
Count's horſe ; the other gentlemen all took 
a ſurvey of him. Lord Marſden was a great 
judge, and ſaid he was quite foundered. 


« And 
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6b * I am ſure his knees have been 
broken, ſaid Mr. Trevors, “though cher 
have been very well healed.“ 

« And his ſhoulders,” faid: the Colonel, 
e are convincing proofs he has been in har- 
neſs. Ah, the owner ſaw what a fool he had 
to deal with, ſo did not care what he ſold 
him.“ 0 x © We 
The Marquis D'Orcy and the Baron 
laughed very heartily at theſe remarks, as 
they both underſtood . W eee to 
ran by them. 15 


: 196, Lasten whaker the fellow dns 4 ny 
his neck broke, ſaid the Colonel; if 1 
had the leaſt regard for him, I would inform 
him of the diſcoveries I have made, and 
adviſe him to perch himſelf nk the ele 


phant his groom rides. | 
Oh pray don't put him out of conch 


of ſo valuable a beaſt, Colonel, faid the old 
General; he ought to pay for his ee 


« If 
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If he rides him home L hall wonder,” 
hid Lord Marſden. | G 


: - The count having made his bow to the 
ladies, now turned to the gentlemen, ſaying, 
There is a horſe, my Lord, did you ever 
fee his equal in point of figure.” bet 

« He ſeems very ſpirited,” faid Henry, 
J poſitively would not venture to ride 
1 Do you think he will ſtand fire, 

9 You mide a a piſtol between 
his ears, my Lord. The man I had him 
of aſſured me he is perſectly gentle, merely 
in want of exerciſe. General, how are you,” 

_ bowing to the _ Marquis, I am 
happy to fee you... Colonel, your . 
niece excites general eee N 


Then bowing to 8 Marſden and 
Mr. Trevors, he tried to vault into his 
ſaddle, but failed in making the attempt, 
to the no ſmall amuſement of all the 
beholders. Enraged to find himſelf the ob- 

| | ject 


Jz 
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jet of cheir mirth, he ſcrambled on, for it 
could hardly be ſaid he mounted his horſe, 


and by way of convincing the Engliſh gen- 
tlemen of his ſkill, he galloped off towards a 
group of officers, to their ſtill greater diver- 
ſion, as they expected every moment to ſee 
| him meaſure his length upon the * 


The Marquis, Baron and 1 now 


took à ride round the lines, to pay their come 
plements to their different friends, leaving 


Lord Marſden, his ſon, and Colonel Falk- 
land, to protect the ladies. In leſs than a 
quarter of an hour the Marquis ag "RY | 
joined Gem in. 


ee Is the Count on borſeback, my Lord” 
faid the Colonel, as they approaches. 
** I have not ſeen him ſince we Pn” 75 

aid Henry. 5 - 
“ Oh, he has prudently retreated 1 
the buſtle,” faid the Marquis, „ but. here 
comes the Baron, he may be * to ſatisfy 
you 


116 ©  wmysTERIOUS WIPE. 

you reſpecting this valuable member of 
ſociety. 6 20 | | 
Have you ſeen the Count de 0 ao. 
- demont, General.“ 5 

Not I, my eyes were better aloe ; 
I have been admiring a lady on horſeback; 
one of the moſt beautiful young women I 
ever beheld: ſhe ſets her horſe in a moſt 
ſuperior ſtyle. —An Engliſh woman I need 
not add. —Egad, here ſhe comes.” Every 

eye of courſe followed the old General's. 


© The party ſoon caught ſight of a handſome 
: Rout man, about forty, in Engliſh regimen: 
tals, which denoted him to be an officer of 
ſuperior rank, advancing on horſeback, with 
a young lady, who ſeemed between ſixteen 
and ſeventeen; tall of her age, and in every 
reſpect deſerving the praiſes of the General. 
Bright black eyes, fully expreſſive of the 
vivacity of her diſpoſition: in ſhort, the 
tout enſemble of her ' countenance was truly 
1 She was e in a dark green 

habit, 


— 
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| habit, and a black hat and feather. Her 


horſe was a jet black Arabian galloway, with 


- flowing mane and tail, and eyes all ſpirit. 5 


and animation, though he ſeemed to ſtep 
with caution, as if conſcious of the charge he 


bore. Every one preſent ſeemed eager to 


get a e of the beautiful Amazon, and 
crowded around her, while each tried to out- 
vie the other in their plaudits. They paſſed 
the Marquis D'Orcy's party, and were ad- 


vancing in front of his carriage towards the 


lines, 'when Henry, who had recognized in 


the gentleman the features of the Earl of 


Macleven, his intended father in law, rode 
towards them. The Earl ſeemed very happy 
to ſee him, and after expreſſing the. pies ure 


_- 
= . 7 
* 
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2 ec 1 don't think your Lordſhip does Agnes 
(alluding to the fair horſewoman)-the honour 
to recollect her.“ 


Aa bn any other company,” aid Fe | 


in ſome confuſion, © I certainly ſhould not 
have 


, 
| 
| 
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have known her Ladyſhip; ſhe is amazingly 
altered ſince I laſt had the pleaſure of (com 


her. I hope the Counteſs is well.” 
te She is ſomewhere upon the ground in 
the carriage,” faid the Earl, © but I did not 


expect to meet your Lordſhip at Paris.” 


This was not exactly goſpel, as he wiſhed 


very much to realize the project Sir William 


Cleveland and him had formed, of uniting 
their ſamilies. He eaſily diſcovered where 
Henry was, and wiſhed to throw his daugh- 
ter, whom he had not acquainted with his 
deſign, unexpectedly, if poſſible, in the way 
of Lord Fitz-Oſborne. He had bought his 
knowledge in horſe-fleſh pretty dear at New- 


* Market, but had never given a greater proof 


of it, than in his choice of the one his daugh- 


ter rode. She had been accuſtomed to the 


exerciſe from ſeven years old, and never 
looked to more advantage, than when mount- 
ed upon her Arabian, who was now pawing 
the ground" very gently ; but the moment 
> Us : | his 
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his fair miſtreſs ſhewed him her whip, he 
ceaſed, as if conſcious he did wrong, n_ 
was careſſed for his obedience. 


Lady: Ainits is in v 


hardly ſeeming to underſtand the meaning of 


the word fear, aſſured his Lordſhip, ſhe-_ 
ſhould not mind riding cloſe to the ranks, as 
ſhe was certain her horſe would ſtand fire. 


The Earl told him they had been but two 
days in Paris; meant to ftop a mont or ſix 
weeks, and then return home by Spa. 


The Marquis D'Orcy and the reſt. of the 
party had followed Henry at ſome diſtance, 
and were now introduced to the. Earl and 
Lady Agnes; and had ſcarcely had time to 
pay their compliments, before the Royal 
Family made their appearance. A general 
diſcharge announced their arrival. Lady 
Agnes's horſe verified his fair miſtreſs's pre- 
diction ; he would very willingly have mixed 

N in - 
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in the ſmoke; but was perfectly under con- 


ttoul, and ſeemed proud of the careſſes ſhe 
beſtow-ed upon him. While the gentlemen 
were all expreſſing their admiration of his 


Aocility, the Colonel directed their attention i 


to a group of officers nearly oppoſite them, 


bon the other fide of the lines, among whom 


*.. 


was 'the Count de St. Vaudemont, whoſe 
famous charger not approving of the noiſe, 


was now. prancing, plunging, and - rearing 


every moment; and notwithſtanding the 


danger his rider evidently was in, no one 
that ſaw him could forbear laughing. The 


Count had loſt his ſtirrups, which he was 
endeavouring to regain: he held the reigns 
in his right hand, while his left was ap- 
plied to the pique of his ſaddle, his hat had 
been knocked off by his horſe jerking his 

head into the air when he reared. His eyes 
were ready to ſtart out of their ſockets; teeth 
clenched; he hardly ſeemed able to draw his 
breath; his ſhoulders were above his head, 


and his {mart regimental coat had given WAY 
at 
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at the nee ve by is violent exertions to 
maintain his ſeat. The next volley rendered 
every effort vain, but he was prevented from 
falling by the ſurrounding crowd, who caught 
him in his deſcent, and fat him upon his 
legs: nevertheleſs, the general mirth he 
excited, continued; but what morufied him 
more than any thing was, to perceive” the 
Engliſh party enjoying his diſatter. He was 
prudent enough nôt to mount again; and 
the moment the review was over, he haſten- 
ed round to the Marquis's carriage, to aſſure 
Miſs Falkland he was not hurt. 
Several officers in the ſame regimentals, 
among, whom were his Colonels, followed 
him, and each took a ſtare into the coach, 
and then addreſſed the Count in a low . 


Baron Fe who had not 4 
among the leaſt amuſed by the Count's miſ- 


fortunes, now Wen coach with the 
reſt of the party. N e os, 


14 | | 
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Lord Fitz-Oſborne had taken his ſtation 
on one fide of Lady Agnes, to prevent the 
crowd, which was now exceſſive, from preſ- 
_ ſing upon her. Her father was on the other 
ſide, and ſeemed very much delighted by 
this mark of his attention, which was the 
mere reſult of his natural politeneſs. The 
Baron, who had a very great command of 
his countenance, indeed he ſeldom ſtirred a 
muſcle, faid, ſurveying the ſtill frightened 
be au from head to 87 


1 You "EP your horſe too high, Colds 
or allow him too many holidays.” 
Oh, he is only too high ſpirited in a 
crowd, General,” returned he, © an ex- 
cellent fault.” | 
« Tt is almoſt a merit,” ſaid the Baron; 
« J wonder you don't try to get into the 
cavalry :, you was talking of it at Nanci: 
you” are really an excellent horſeman: 
Is not your Lackyſhip of my opinion,” 
turning to the nns Lady Agnes; who, 
; witn 
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with the archnefs . to her e, 


fac N : 


« Few people could have fat ſuch a horſe 


ſo well as the Count in fuch a poſture.” 


The Count, unconſcious of the irony, was. 


highly flattered by ſuch a compliment, from 
lo fair a lady, and he n 


« Your Ladyſhip ſaw he did: not * 


me at laſt; I merely ſliped off to prevent te | 
ee beaſt from ee any body f in the 


Crow 


This occaſioned a univerſal laugh, which | 


the General increaſed by his affected ſurpriſe. 
He chen looking at che Count, id, ins 


ſarcaſtic tone, 8 f 


«© I preſume you loſt the fellow to him.“ 


Why did you ſuppoſe he had ever been 
n 


in harneſs, General, ſaid the Count; 
G 2 1 are 


— h — — —— —— —— ů 
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are quite miſtaken; I can aſſure you he was 


bred for a racer; nay, has been in training.” 


- © Why who could impoſe upon the filly 
telow - ſo egregiouſſy, ſaid the Earl. 
„D- mme, I wiſh he don't make me break 
my neck with laughing at his abſurdities.“ 
In training, ſaid the General, lifting 
up kis hands and er in 7 ludicrous wonder 


and aſtoniſhment; whe? 5344 
He has ſtarted for 4 ks in . 


1 General, ſaid the Count, „ and has 
| apy been —— ot Dr you _—_ open 


upon.“ 
© You don't . I . your word; 


Sir,“ ſaid the General; © you had better 


try him in France; we have few horſes to 


match the Engliſn; you may increaſe TIT 


fortune by his means. 
(c I ſhall certainly, though not with that 


view, General, run him at Vincennes next 


- 


nba! mole 0: 70! wo 

2-2# I commend your Git,” ſaid the 

General, if 1 was: fond of the diverſion, 
I don' t 


9188 — 8 
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don't know whether 1 ſhould not offer vou 
ſomething handſome for your bargain he 
muſt take a ane . of RN at 

a itrokey?” „ 712th Nich e 
would not part, e bim 2 twice 
what he coſt me, ſaid the Count. 

« Bravely reſolagd: ſaid the General. 
Now as I have an equal high opinion of my 
little Brilliant here, patting his own harſe's 
neck, © ſuppoſe you and I run a race; you 

ſhall fix the diſtance and the ſum.” “. 

« I only wiſh the. fool would cloſe with 
the propoſal,” ſaid the Earl, ever eager to 
promote his ſavourite ſport, © and the Gene- 
ral would allow one of my grooms to ride 
his horſe, I will be bound he would beat the 
other. PE 45 | Rus 
„ With all my earns genie 2 ſaid the 0 


Count, let us run five mile and for ten 
.thouſand livres. F | 


'The OS 8 Ce —_ tiny * 
officers of diſtinction, wiſhing to cheqQurage 


od 63 ä the 
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the poor Count, began to praiſe his horſe; ; 


dne remarked the amazing ſwecp he took 


when he gallopped; another his ſpirit; 
a third his figure; a fourth was certain he 


was very ſure footed, The Earl, ſtill more 


anxious to make up a match, and who thought 
it would be excellent fun to take in a parcel 


of ignorant Frenchmen, joined the Count's 


ſuppoſed friends, and even went fo far as to 
ſay, he thought he had ſeen him run for the 
hunter's plate at Stamford races, but acknow- 


ledged he was no racer. 


The foaliſh fellow now began to think 


there was not his equal either in France 
er England; while the Marquis D'Orcy 
and his party, the Earl excepted, kept 
criticiſing the poor tumble-down beaſt, 
though in the politeſt mannet; but the 


Count was too well convinced of his 
merits, to liſten to what they ſaid; and by 
way of filencing every body, he aſked the 
General if he meant to ſtand to his own 

| propoſal, 


4 
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propoſal, adding, by way of making all fair, 


Jou ſhall go four miles while ! go five.” 

« I never wiſh to take advantage of any 
body,” faid the General; © my horſe is as 
likely to perform the journey as your's; but 
Jam not able to ride him, ſo try to tempt 
ſome of theſe gentlemen to ſtart againſt your 
Bucephalus.“ 

« do not care who rides your korſe, 
Count; let Lord Fitz-Oſborne's groom ride 


him, he is ligat enough; I will ride mine? 


come, it ſhall be for your own ſum, the 


moment the ground is clear; though, upon 


reflection, as his Lordſhip will no doubt 
back his countryman, patting his on horſe, 


which his groom had led round, it may 
not be thought fair; ſo let the 2 * 


poſtillion mount him. 


« Allow my groom to ride the General's 


horſe, Count,” ſaid Henry, “e will bet you 
any ſum you loſe ; nay, I will venture five 


thouſand livres againſt you let who will ride 


him.“ 


G4: This 


: 
- 
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This quite enraged the Count, who was 
now adviſed to challenge his Lordſhip him- 
ſelf. His Colonel told him it was ſcandalous 
to have ſo fine a horſe run down in ſuch a 
manner; it would lower him ſo in moſt 
peoples opinion, that if he wanted to part 
with him, he would not ſell for half his 
value. — 


| : The Count aſſured them he never intended 
to ſell his horſe 3 he was two well acquainted 
with his worth, but they ſhould all ſee what 
he could do, if Lord Fitz-Oſborne had any 
ſpirit. He therefore ſaid, to convince your . 
Lordſhip I can venture as much money as 
you, and have rather a better opinion than 
you ſeem to entertain of my judginent with 
reſpect to horſes, I will run mine againſt 
your's, notwithſtanding the praiſes Colonel 
Falkland beſtowed upon him yeſterday ; ; io 
now have at you for your on ſum. . 


Tbe k Earl was half wild to lens Lind: 


Fitz-Oſborne to cloſe with this propoſal. 
Convinced 
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Convinced his horſe would beat the other 
hollow, he made him ſeveral encouraging 
ſigns, for having taken the other ſide of 


the queſtion, he did not chuſe to appear 
to change his mind too ſuddenly. | 


u# 


Henry 1 at * e but ſaid, 
like Baron Falkenheim, I do not with 
to take any advantages, 1. will therefore 
ride with you five miles, or ten, if you prefer. 
it, for your own ſum; and if my horſe; ever 
gallops, I will allow I have loſt.” 

The Count's friends hardly ſeemed to 
underſtand his Lordſhip, till he repeated his 
terms, which the Count. was ready enough 
to cloſe with, inſiſting upon the matter 


* g decided immediately. 


Five thouſand Leen, my Lak! "Gaal 
be the ſum, that was what you offered to 
venture againſt me, and the winner ſhall take 
the loſer.” 


6 5 th + 70 «If. 
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ce Ir mean I ſhould take you if win, v 
Gia his Lordſhip, „ muſt beg leave to 
decline that part of your propoſal; and as 
for; your horſe, I would not accept him as a 
gift; and ſhould J fall to your lot, you might 
find mea very troubleſome companion. My 
Horſe I won't part with while we both hve, 
5 let it be for twenty, thirty, or fifty thouſand 


'  Hvres, if you chuſe; only take care of your 


neck, for I proteſt I ſhall he in pain for you, 
and it may be laid to my charge ſhould any 
thing happen; fo let your grcom ride your 
. | and d mine ſhall ride for me.. i 
This the Count would not ngen to ; he 
would ride for himſelf, and inſiſted upon his 
- Fordſhip's doing the fame. The ground 
they ſhould run over ſhould be marked out 
by their joint friends; © and mind,” the 
Count repeated, « your Lordſhip i: is never to 


gallop.” 
It was now ſettled, that the two competi- 
tors for fame ound ſtart che moment the 
ground 


«> 192 
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ground was ſufficiently (hear The old 
General and the Count's Colonel were to by: 
the judges of the race. > 00 


The Earl was rather ſtaggered at Lord 
Fitz - Oſborne's propoſal. The old horſe had 
ſome blood in him, and would be able to get 
on at a tolerable rate he knew, for a couple 
of miles or ſo; he wanted to be better ac- 
quainted with what his Lordſhip's could do, 


therefore drew near him as foon as he was 


able, but not before he had offered a bet, and 
the odds, which no one would cloſe with in. 
the Count's favour ; this was to put the 
Frenchmen, who meant to bet on that * | 
_—_ their mettle. 


Ne trum e che met dr and ans 
aſked Henry how faſt his horſe could trot? ©. 


ha Eighteen miles an hour, he aſſured him 
he had known him to do it frequently.” 


« That will do, my Lord,“ ſaid he, 4 if 


the old horſe does as much in two, it will be 
G 6. pretty 


—— . 


» 
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pretty well. I ſhalldo ſome of theſe French- 


men nicely. Agnes, you had better get i into 
the carriage to your mother.“ 

«_Oh, I ſhan't have ſo es a view of the 
race, my dear fir,” faid the beautiful girl; 
and Colonel Falkland ſeeing how buſy the 
Earl was, promiſed to keep cloſe to her Lady- 
ſhip, with whom he r now retreated from the 
crowd. 

The ladies in the Marquis's carriage were 
-. equally anxious about the affair, and the 
coachman was ordered to drive flowly about 
*ill the gentlemen ſtarted. Moſt of the 
other carriages were gone off the ground; 
three or four only remained; among them 


was the Earl of Macleven's, in which was 


the Counteſs, to whom Henry went to pay 
bis an while iis _ tightened his. 
girths. | 4 
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A VAST number of young officers, ac- 
quaintance of the Marquis D'Qrey's, Henry's, 
and the Count, ſtaid to ſee the iſſue of the 


conteſt. The Count would not ſuffer! any 


one to touch his horſe. but hicaſelf; placed 
the ſaddle very forward, becauſe he obſerved 
he was ſtrongeſt before. Thoſe who: knew 
any thing about racing were bighly diverted, 
none more than the Earl; he would not 
have his. girths tightened. as Lord Fitz- 


Oſborne's were; he ſaid. it was enough to 


make an animal broken winded, and as the 
gronnd 


— 
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ground had been very duſty, concluded the 
poor beaſt muſt be very dry; a little water 
would enliven him the Earl obſerved; a pail 
of water was therefore ſent for, which the 
Count preſented to the borſe himſelf, who 
ſoon got to the bottom of it. Poor fel- 
low,” ſaid he, ſtroking him, © he never 
would have been able to held out,” and 
coaxed him to finiſh what remained; then 
turning to Henry, faid, © I defire nothing 

but fair play, my Lord; you may equally 
or your horſe ſome water.” | 
« J intend it, Count,” faid Henry, « and 
feel myſelf very much indebted to you for 
the permiſſion,” telling his groom to wet 
his horſe's mouth, The pail having been 
repleniſhed, the man allowed his maſter's 
horſe to drink about a pint, and then put his 
| head half way up to his eyes into the re- 
mains. This ſtruck many of the French 
officers as being ſo ridiculous, they had a 
very hearty laugh among themſelves; ſome 
faid 1 20 gol was to "Ne the beaſt's 
0 head , 

4 
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head; others that it was to put him in ſpi- 
rits. The ground was now fixed upon by 


the judges of the race; they were to 0 ; 


three times round a courſe, they matked 
out, which, as near as they could gueſs, 
would be between five and fix miles. The 
Count again reminded his OY he was 
never to gallop. 


Henry faid, © he certainly ſhou'd keep to 
his own conditions; if ever. his horſe ſtruck . 
into a gallop he would ſtop him and turn 
him round, that being the general "rule in 
ſuch caſes the Earl of Macleven faid, and 
he knew moſt about the matter.” This was 
very fair the judges ſaid, and would be 
giving the Count another great advantage, 
they therefore began to offer bets in favour 
of their countrymen; but they were not 

confiderable enough to induce the Earl to 
_ cloſe with them; he choſe to wait till they 


talked larger, T he os D'Orey and | 


0 en ſome 


1236 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


ſome: of his friends, who choſe to be guides 
by him, did not enter into the conteſt, tho 
their good wiſhes were for Lord Fitz Oſborne. 
The Earl kept encouraging the reſt by his 
on example; his being againſt his country- 
men, convinced the Count's friends he was 
ſure of winning, and he confirmed them very 
ſtrongly in their opinions by different apropos 
remarks he made. This induced them again 
to offer bets, even the odds, which Lord 
Ml.arſdencloſed with; as he was now very much 
inte reſted in the ſcene. His ſon and Colonel 
F alkland, who kept riding gently about with 
4 Lady Agnes, were of the ſame ſide of the 
2 queſtion, and ſaid, Done, to ſeveral of the 
"x2 - moſt eager, to eaſe them of their money, — 
| During this time the Count had ſtripped in 
his ſhirt, tied his pocket handkerchief round 
his middle, tightened his ſpurs, ſet his large 
cocked hat as before in the true military 
faſhion, that is, ſide cock in front, and armed 
himſelf with a long hunting whip, he had 
borrowed of one of the Earl's grooms. — 
1 0 - oils 
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Thus equipped, he advanced towards Lord 
Fitz. Oſborne, ſaying, Now 1 am ready, 
my Lord.” He led his horſe to the ſtarting- 
poſt, not wiſhing to fatigue him. The Eart - 
gave him a little friendly advice in a whiſper, 
wick was, to hold faſt with one hand by the” 
. pique of his ſaddle, and to pull when going | 
down hill, which would be a 1 . N 3 
dn to the horſe Aan himſelf. ; "2 


— 
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The Count ee bit, and proniſee 
to W to what * * = 


©. * = 
ye 
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they both waiting the word of command. 
The Caunt's old, beaſt began to caper, 
and ſeemed in very high ſpirits; while his 
Lordſhip's. ſtood as quiet as a lamb. This 
produced a great demur zmong the former 
friends, and the odds began to increaſe. At 
laſt off they went. The Earl inſtantly joined 
the Eogliſh party, ſaying; “ The ſellou will 
en his neck, * I am ſure he will not be 
able 
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able to guide his old dog - horſe, ſo he will 
loſe that way, though it is not a very dif- 
ficult courſe to turn. The Count degan to 
. Whip and ſpur the moment the General had 
given the word of command, and ſeemed 
to labour as hard as his horſe. In a very 
ſnott time he took the lead of Lord Fitz- 
Oſborne, and had ſcarcely done this feat 
before he turned his head over his ſhoulder, 
brandiſhed his wp in the air, and . 
ſure of winning. | | 
"Henry was ſo as amuſed a by the 

lodterobs figure he now had in view, he had 
really ſome difficulty to -fit his horſe for 
laughing. The Count's party, now equally 
| ſanguine- with himſelf, offered large bers and 
great odds, and the Ear} ſaid, Done, done,” 
2s faſt as he could ſpeak; in ſhort, cloſed 


-_  wvith every thing that offered, till the Gentle- 


men, who thought him on their fide of the 
queſtion, began to ſtare, and aſked him * if 
they underftood him perfectly?“ 
e | The 
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The Earl ſaid, he was now convitced, 
from the Count's having made ſuch-an ad- 
vance upon Lord Fitz-Oſborne, he would 
indubitably loſe, offering to back: his opinion 
by any ſum they were inclined to venture.“ 
They could not comprehend- this ſtrahge 
reaſoning, but remained  Glent- for a few 
minutes, and tried to fathom his Lord- 
ſhip's meaning. The firſt time the Marquis 
palſecl the ſtarting-poſt he was near three 
hundred yards before Lord Fitz -Oſborne, 
and called out to his friends he ſhould win | 
with caſe, deſiring them to bet aways offering 
n n Ne 1 bas 


5G 


1 Done, Count,” dale dhe Baron; 1 i 
willing to try my luck.“ 92 
L mould not be ſurpriſed if the fooliſh 
fellow ſhould not get round again, faid 
the Earl to the Colonel; but not loud enough. 

to be heard by the Count's party, wha were 
ſtill in very high * and called out to 
| | Lord 
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OL 5 willing to puniſh them for their 


ſolly, ſhook his head to confirm them in their 
opinion; but they did not chuſe to offer 
ſuch large odds as they had done at firſt; 


they had only to ſpeak to have their bets 


cloſed by the Engliſh, particularly the Earl. 
ho ſwore he would go on as far as fifty 
thouſand pounds, if they had but any ſpirit. 
As the Count advanced the ſecond time, 
Lord Fitz - Oſborne gained ſo faſt upon him, 
the Frenchmens faces began to lengthen, 


and the Earl offered the odds. There was 


no a vaſt deal of money depending. The 


Engliſh only wiſhed they could ſpirit up 


their opponents to ge on, while many of 


them began ſeriouſly to repent they had gone 


ſo far. When the Count reached the ſtarting 


poſt this time, he had not more than forty * 


or fifty yards advance upon bis Lordſhip, 


. head was turned behind him every five 
33 = ” {cconds, 


* 
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ſeconds, and his poor beaſt was ay to 


drop, while his unfeeling rider kept inceſ- 


ſantly plying him with both whip and ſpur, 


though it was with difficulty he could manage 


to ſit him from equal exceſs of fatigue. 


2 


- +4 4 F853 


Lord Fitz-Oſborne ſmiled as he paſſed 


quite at his m_ and laid, ] mean to come 


next time.“ 


„ That will be five toufend Sa 


more gor leſs, in my pocket,“ ſaid the Earl. 
ee It is pretty ſafe, my Lord,“ ſaid Henry; 


te if Jam not very unfortunate.” » Some of 
the Count's party, who underſtood Engliſh, 


repeated what had paſſed, which ſiruck a ſort 
of terror amongſt them, as many had ven- 
tured large ſums ; and all the Engliſh began 


now to offer very great odds, ten to one,; 


before they were half a mile round for the 
laſt time, as they ſaw his Lordſhip cloſe 
to the Count, and in a very few ſeconds he 
took the lead to their infulite ſatisfaction. 


5106 T Me | « T hat 
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That horſe is the fineſt trotter I ever 
ſu, faid the Earl, “ and his Lordſhip is as 
good a horſeman; he knew what he was 
about I find; that is your fort.” Perceiving 
Henry would ſoon quite diſtance the unfortu- 
nate Count, the French party were very much 
diſconcerted. They calculated the ground 
the two racers had yet to go over, and fore- 
ſaw all was loſt, as the old horſe's ſides were 
now covered with blood from ſhoulder to 
flank, and it was with difficulty he main- 
_ _ tained a gallop, while his Lordſhip's horſe 
went quite at his eaſe, and hardly ſeemed 
to ſweat. Several of them began to fay 
| © they had only betted for the Count by his 
| defire, appealing to the by-ſtanders if he 
had not deſired them to bet away when he 
reached the , ſtarting-poſt - the ſecond time. 
Some, who could not ſet up this plea, laughed 
n.1 thoſe that did, ſaying, they would find it 
i difficult to 1 _ Count into * wo 
770 ee 03 B39 | 
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| 


* 
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The company now all eroſſed the Fw 


to fee the candidates turn a corner, 


every one was more or leſs anxious; es + 
none ſeemed to enjoy the proſpect there was 


of Lord Fitz Oſborne's winning more than 


Lady Agnes, who kept up with _ moſt 


intereſted of the en 7 


An was ſome way before the Cbunt: 


and kept Saining yori wer every ſtroke 


— 


his horte n . 


— 
* 


he Count's party began to wah footy: 
«Diable ! Morbleu, pefte, cette maudite bete 
ne vant pas le ſous;“ with many more ex- 


pletives equally * expreſſive of their diſap- 
pointment, and highly diverting to the Earl. 


Henry had now, in ſporting terms, com- 
pletely diſtanced the Count, though "he 


lackened his pace conſiderably as he ap- 
proached the company, there being a little 
hill to N. iN 1 party ape. found the 


* Count 


- 
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Count had loſt all chance; ſome of them had 
not patience to wait his coming up, but were 
croſſing back again to the winning poſt, 
when their progreſs was ſtopped by thoſe 
who ſtaid behind to ſee the Count come by. 

| like a madman, raving, ſwearing, 
| ae ſpurring, and checking his poor 
beaſt to that degree, it was really dreadful 
to ſee him! The ſerious ſum he had at ſtake 
was the only excuſe which could be alledged 
in bis favour ; but he had no ſooner paſſed 
the ſpectators, who had awaited his arrival 
upon the deſcent, than doyn came horſe 
and rider, which occaſioned a general excla- 
mation from thoſe who faw the accident; 
brought, ſome Who were adyancing tawards 
the winning poſt back again to the ſcene.) of 
ſorrow: As for the Earl he clapped Apurs 
to his horſe to give Lord Fitz - Oſborne the 
meeting, and was followed by the reſt of 
the Engliſh,, who felt very little intereſted in 
the Count's fate; ; as his old bea aſt Was Qill 1 in 


By 5 5 of _ when he fell, he had ſent 
| the 
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the Count a conſiderable way over his head, 
and many called out he was killed. The 
Marquis D'Orey's carriage was at no great 
diſtance, and the ſcreams ſoon reached the : 
Ladies ears, who were all ſhocked, = 


for her mother, though ſhe had by no 
means wiſhed the poor fellow ſhould come 
to fuch an untimely end, ſtill ſhe con- 


Miſs Falkland ſeemed very much ſo- M 


ſoled herſelf with reflecting, it was fortunate 


the accident had not befel a more valuable 
member of ſociety. The coachman was 
ordered to drive towards the ſpot where the 
crowd were haſtening, and they ſoon found 
the firſt alarm was groundleſ:, as the Count 
had recovered his legs before they got near 
him; and, having caught up his large whip, 
he now ran back to his miſerable beaſt, which 
lay extended unable to move, and began to 
lay about him moſt vehemently, curſing, 


ſwearing, and raving the whole time, and _ 


proteſting he would be the death of him ; 


but finding his cruel treatment of the poor. e 


* 


vol. Iv. 11 ._ _— 
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animal, and abſurd reſolution, met with gene- 
Es 5 ral reprobation, particularly from the Engliſh 
Aa dies, he ceaſed to diſplay his natural want 
— of feeling. In the mean while Lord Fitz- 
* Oſborne, who ſaw ſome accident had beſel 
his brother candidate, walked his horſe up to 
the winning poſt, and was unanmouſly pro- 

| claimed eee. | 


of The Earl was the firſt to ſhake him by 
2 . the hand, and to wiſh him joy, proteſting he 
had foreſeen all along what was, likely to 
happen; the old beaſt, conſidering his rider, 
had held it out much longer than he had 
expected. « But let us go and ſee how the 
poor mortified dv looks: I only ſaw 
him fall at a diſtance, and I ſhall wonder if 
horſe and rider don't become the victim of 
the former's folly. But 1 muſt look ſharp 
* her. ſome of my bets, for I, don't know 
one of the Gentlemen I cloſed with,” 
Colonel F alkland laughed very heartily, 7 
.the old Baron ſaid, * he would Juſt remind 
the 


* 
1 7 . , IF Þ 
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— 


the Count of kits - laſt thouſand Livres; he 


knew he would want ſomething to raiſe his 
ſpirits,” they therefore all galloped towards 
the crowd, and arrived juſt as the Count 3, 
had given the unfortunate animal a | little +, | 


" reſpite, 


3 


6 You ſeem warm, Count,” ſaid the far- 


caftic General: © conſidering you ſtopped ſo 
much ſhort of -the place of your deſtination, 


I wonder you have not had time to cool, 1 


would adviſe you to try the effect of another 


refreſhing draught upon your horle ; the Poor 


beaſt ſeems faint.” | 


The General's remark, added to the 


Count's now ſtifled rage, and the long faces 


of his intereſted companions, occaſioned a a 


general laugh * the diſintereſted ſpec- 
| fators, 4 


this would teach many of che ſufferers not 
| | Hz 3 to 
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| & ER ſo implicitly upon their own 1 
ment in horſe fleſh; for his part he thought 


the Count was peculiarly fortunate in having 
ee with his life,” * 

The loüng S ber were ſtill unwilling 
to acknowledge they were in the wrong or 
had erred in point of judgment. Some faid, 


the Count's horſe was a very good one for 


a ſhort race, but had no bottom; had they 


: 


only gone twice round, he would have won 


with caſe.” Others faid, «the horſe Lord 
F «z- Oſborne rode was a devil; they could 


not have imagined he could have gone over 
the ground he did in ſo ſhort a time without 
galloping; but they ſuppoſed he had been 


Ts this pace for ſuch: trials.” 


The Earl and the reſt of the Engliſh 6 
andes at their vexation; but Henry, who 


found, far from being conſcious of the ad- 


vantage he had given the Count, they rather 
ne his ö had been a take in, 
ep 1 ſaid, 


- , 
* 
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fal, * T0 convince you, Gentlemen; of 
what my horſe can do when he gallops, 1 
offer to run him over the ſame ground again 
this moment for any ſum, twenty thouſand - 
pounds ſterling, if you are fo inclined, in 
three minutes leſs time than he has juſt done. 
it, If I had not given the Count the chance 
I did, I ſhould have been thrice round be:. 
fore he had reached the we en 1 
ſecond time.“ 6 


Each declined to cloſe with this propoſal; 
though they now all agreed his Lordſhip had 
behaved in the moſt gentlemanlike manner; 
and finding there was no redreſs, they began 
to reflect their debts of honour muſt be paid, 


and while the company was aſſembled was 
the time to ſettle fuch matters. 1 


Re 
The Earl and the other Engliſh 8 

picked up nearly a couple of thouſand between 

them. The Baron aſked the Count if he meant a 
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to- wait till his racer was recovered to ride, 

Kink: back t ran? NY 

8 The Fas ſwore *< he would never croſs 

7 him again; the man who had fold him muſt 
de a raſcal, and he would return him Jag 
. his hands. 1 

"The Earl and Henry, who, having alighted, 

had been examining the unforcunate animal, 


* faid, © he muſt in that caſe deſire the dealer 


to fend a hgh for him, as he would never 


The Dna RI the miſerable beaſt, 
| * found, to his further mortification, the 
Engliſhmen were again in the right, as his 


fine racer had during their debates given up 
the * 


„ Oh! you will certainly get your money 
again, Count, ſaid the Baron. It is only 
telling the dealer a dead horſe is of no uſe 

ow” 5 5 
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to you, and deſiring him to replace him 
wich a fleeter racer. Pray what might the 
animal coſt you?“ | e 
A thouſand Livres, General ; but he 
certainly was unſound, and. I will go'to law 


with the man I ng him of, but : [ will | 
recover my money.” : 


Perfectly fatisfied with the poor fellow's 
double loſs, the company now began to ſepa- 
rate. The Earl and Lady Agnes took a 


very polite leave of Henry, and got into 3 


their carriage. He promiſed to wait upon 
them the next day, and then joined the party 
he came with, who returned in the ſame. 
order, and concluded the evening at the 
Hotel D'Orcy; and it may be ſuppoſed 
Miſs Falkland did not feel very much flat- 
tered by the various ſtrictures beſtowed pon 

her lover. 4 | 


* 
EY 
1 


As ſoon as the company had taken their 
leave, the Marquis aſked Henry „ if Lady 
Agnes Douglas was not the perſon Sir Wil- 
liam had recommended ſo ſtrenuouſly to 
him for his partner in life?? 

« The ſame, my dear Marquis,” aid 
Henry; and 1 proteſt I am very much 
puzzled how to act. I like the Earl, and 
notwithſtanding his abominable itch. for 
gaming, I ſhould wiſh to cultivate his friend- 
ſhip; ſtill 1 ſhould be very ſorry to flatter 


him with hopes it will never be in my power 
235 85 to 
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to realize. My ſituation is really peculiarly” a 
diſtreſſing, as I live in a ſtate of conſtant 
diſſimulation with many people I eſteem; and 
am very far from happy myſelf.” - A few 
weeks will certainly bring your Joſephine to 
an explanation; till then it is merely treating 
Lady Agnes, who is really a brilliant of the 
firſt water, with diſtagt politeneſs. The diſ- 


covery of your marriage will ſuffieientiß 


explain your reaſons, and the Earl will find 
no difficulty in diſpoſſijg of ſuch a treaſure.” 
« She is certainly a very amiable girl, 
ſaid Henry ; © and I hope ſhe will fall to 
the lot of a man capable of PR 
her merits.” + \ 
« Well, good night, my 4 nen 


ſaid the Marquis. I hope the great ſum 


you won of that moſt abſurd of all 'beings, 


St. Vaudemont, will not e ou * 
ing.“ | 
% I much doubt ede he will find 
himſelf equally inclined to repoſe, Marquis; Y 
but I could not have ſuppoſed cither him, 

8 . or 
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or many of thoſe that betted on his fide, 
could WA been ſo e de void of aer, 


85 The Earl of Macleven was in a great 
- meaſure. the occaſion of their carrying their 
folly to the pitch they did,” ſaid the Marquis, 

-« never was more highly amuſed ; many 
of them will recollect this day's ſport for 
ſome time.” The friends now ſeparated for 
the- night, and his fencontre with Lady 
Agnes naturally recurred to Henry's mind, 
and, upon a mature examination of his heart, 
he found; Joſephine's ſtrange conduct had ſo 
much damped the ardour of his firſt paſſion, 
be reſolved to propoſe a little tour in the 
environs to the Marquis, by way of avoiding 
Lady Agnes. He was ſtill very much at- 
. tached to his wife, but abfence had weakened 
many of her attractions i in his eyes. Love 
often ripens into eſteem, this her inexpli- 


5 cable behaviour had prevented ; he therefore 


_ + thought it * * to keep out of the 
Pi Earl 


hs 
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Earl of Macleven's company till he could 
appear in his real character. His wife. was 
certainly a woman of family, fo he ſhould 
not to have to bluſh for her in that reſpect; 
ſtill he knew the diſcovery mult occaſion ſuch 
a retroſpection of his paſt life, that he almoſt 
wiſhed they had never met. Theſe various 
reflections kept him awake for ſome time, 
and it was late before he and the Marquis met 
in the breakfaſt-room. The Count de St. 
Vaudemont had not ſettled with him over 
night, but had promiſed to call on him in 
the morning. He was very eaſy about that 
matter, and, as he did not wiſh him to ſup» - 
poſe he ſtaid at home in expectation of him, 
he propoſed to the Marquis walting upon 
their Engliſh friends. He readily agreed, 
and they firſt drove to the Hotel de L Un. 
verſite, where they found the Earl and 
Counteſs of Macleven, with their | lively  _ 
daughter, who had not loſt any of her fine 
bloom, and chatted away very familiarly 
with Henry; indeed, ſhe ſeemed. perfectly 
$ © devoid 
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devoid of affectation; though ſhe was by n0 
- means forward, - only poſſeſſed the gaiety 
moſt Scotch laſſies are ſo renowned for. | 


The Earl told them he had received all 
| his money, and had in return given the 
loſers a little advice, which might be of 
- ſervice to them another time. The friends 
were juſt preparing to take their leave, when 
the Count de St. Vaudemont was announced. 
He had been at the Hotel D'Orcy, and 
having learned where they were, ever eager to 
extend his acquaintance, he had followed the 
Marquis and Henry to the Earl's. He was 
inſtantly admitted, as Lord Macleven faid 
he longed to hear whether he had purchaſed 
© another racer. The Count affected to make 
| very flight of a loſs he could very ill afford; 


: but as ſoon as he had got rid of his money, 


told ie company the raſcal who had fold 
mum the horſe abſolutely refuſed to return 
_ * eg and had even had the inſo- 

| ; llence 
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| lence to laugh at him, and to place his miſe- 
rable Tip? s death to the methods he had taken 

to win the race, and his bad riding; however, 
he ſhould pay dear for his inſolence;“ and, 
not finding himſelf preſſed either to repeat 
or prolong his viſit he took his leave, to try 
his fortune in another way, as he now began 
to entertain ſerious hopes of ſucceeding with 

Miſs Falkland. | 


The Marquis and Henry followed him to 
the Hotel Des Etrangers, and met him coming 
ont of the court. The family are not at 
home, Gentlemen,” "aid he, ſtopping their 
carriage juſt as it was going to drive in. — 
They had juſt given the coachman orders to 
drive to Lord Marſden's, when the Colonel's 
valet came running out with an unſealed 
note, which he put into Henry's hands, only 
contained theſe words: I am ever at home 
to my friends, my Lord Pray do me the 
favour to walk upſtairs with the Marquis; 
make any frivolous excuſe to the impertinent 
fop, who has detained you. E. FALKLAND.” 

« J 
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I muſt anſwer this note,” ſaid Henry; 
turning to the Marquis, and putting it into 
his hands; © ſo J wiſh you a good day, , 
Count, and in they drove, eryoying his 
enen. 


- ft The Colonel told them he had come to a 
reſolution not to admit him in future, which 
they both highly applauded, and repeated 
what had paſſed at the Earl's. Miſs Falkland 
did not ſeem to participate in their mirth, 
and Henry began to fancy this vain young 

man ſtood higher in her good graces than 
be did in her mother's and uncle's. — 
He mentioned his ſuſpicions to his friend as 
| they drove to Lord Marſden's. 


= Then the Count will eaſily conſole 


1 himſelf for his yeſterday's adventures,” ſaid 
the Marquis. Indeed his Colonel, with 


whom I am ſlightly acquainted, aſked me 

if I thought there was any likelihood of a 

TS; match "ng — N * and Miſs 
a Falkland? 


1 
$ 


„ 
Falkland? But 1 very juſtly pleaded igno- 
rance; indeed I cannot ſuppoſe he will obtain 
the Colonel and Mrs. Falklands conſent to 


lead the young Lady to the altar, for he i is 
very poor I am informed.” 


« Was he a good character, I really do 
not think that would be an objection with 
the Colonel, Marquis ; as it is, he has not the 
ſlighteſt chance of obtaining his conſent, — 
Their arrival at Lord Marſden's put an end 
to the converſation, and, at that Nobleman's 


requeſt, they accompanied him and the La» 
dies to St, Cloud, where * ſpent the . ö 


CHAP. © 
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CHAP. XIII. 


ANorhkR fortnight ſlipped away, and 
5 Henry began to grow impatient to hear 
from Joſephine; it was now the firſt week 
in June, and ſhe had promiſed to ſatisfy all 
his doubts before the end of the month; he 
was therefore in conſtant and momentary 
expectation of ſome change taking place in 
his ſituation. He had ſeen the Macleven 
family ſeveral times, and had laughed at 
Lady Agnes's droll remarks upon Paris and 
the French nation ; but had not given her 
father any room to ſuppoſe he was in any 

hurry 


L 
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hurry to part with his liberty, and hoped 

a ſhort-time would enable him to deal openly 
with all his friends. Colonel Falkland had 
determined to leave Paris in another week, 
and Lord Marſden to follow him garly 
in Auguſt, The Marquis, unwilling to al- 
low his young friend much time for reflec- 
tion, inſiſted upon his joining all his parties. 
They had both been invited to a maſked 
ball at the Prince de Ms, given in 
honour of his ſon's recent marriage. On 
the morning of the day this fete was to take 
place, Henry paid an early viſit to the Falk- 
land family, wiſhing to remind the Colonel 
of the promiſe he had made to accompany 
him and the Marquis to the Prince's in the 
evening, and had hardly made the cuſtomary 
inquiries; and mentioned his errand, ere a 
note was brought the Colonel, which, after 
OY dts he nn W 


« Mercy upon me! y ſaid hey 1 «the Count | 
de St, 9 wiſhes me to grant him 


al 


1 
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f an immediate private interview. 1 was in 


| hopes the cool reception he has lately met 


with, and the many times he has been re- 
tuſed admittance, would have kept him away. 
What can he have to ſay to me of any 
moment? I do not like to liſten to his 
nonſenſe, ſo will write him word 1 am par- 
ticularly engaged ; but that will not * me 
1 him I am afraid.“ 


Then you had better hear what he has 
to ſay at once, brother,” ſaid Mrs. Falkland; 


e though I cannot. gueſs what ſecrets he can 


SE to communicate... 
I ſhall not * him much time to 
| ee my patience,” ” ſaid the n c ſo 


| I believe it will be the beſt way,” ringing 


the bell. He told the ſervant to deſire that the 

©. bearer of the note would preſent his compli- 

ments to the Count de St. Vaudemont, and in- 

form him he was at home, and ready to receive 

him.“ Henry roſe to take his leave, ſaying) 

Lou will be at the Hotel D'Orcy by eight 
0 clock, Colonel ?” | 


ce Moſt 
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_ « Moſt certainly: J only wiſh the fellow 


had given up the ghoſt inſtead of his horſe,” A 


ſaid the Colonel, © and then I ſhould not be 
thus tormented. He will not ſuffer me to 


enjoy the ſociety even of my beſt friends, * 


for I cannot pretend to detain your Lordſhip, 
though he can have nothing to ſay to me I 
ſhould not wiſh, you to hear.“ | 
The entrance of the Count, who. had 
waited for the Colonel's anſwer, within a few 
paces of the Hotel, prevented Henry from 
making any anſwer, and haſtened his de- 
parture. Mrs. Falkland retired at the ſame 
time; her daughter had left the room, ſoon 
after, breakfaſt, The Count bowed with” © 
even more than his uſual obſequiouſneſs to 
the Colonel, who received him very. coolly, 
and immediately begged to know what had 
induced him to make ſo extraordinary a 
requeſt? This queſtion, made in a very 
haughty accent, rather diſconcerted his un- 
welcome viſitor, He heſitated, begged par- 
| | .don, 
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don, hoped the Colonel would excuſe the 
"oP he had alrcady * 


= No adage nor compliments I en- 
treat, Count” ſaid the Colonel, haſtily ; © to 
the point if you pleaſe.” — The Count, 
having taken a few minutes for reflection, thus 
began in a very pompous tone : ce will not 
pretend to boaſt of my family, Colonel, 
though there are few more ancient in France. 


My fortune is every "”y equal to 85 


birth.“ 


* As I am perfectly at a lok to guen 
the meaning of this preamble, Count, ſaid 


the Colonel, I muſt entreat you would 
ſpare your breath. You may be deſcended 
from the King of France for any thing 1 
know or care: I do not feel myſelf at all 
intereſted in your concerns, and if you only 
intruded upon me to talk nonſenſe, I ſhall 
beg leave to wiſh you a good morning.” — 
The Count, who found he had not got a 
very patient auditor, proceeded to declare 
oats the 


* 
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the violent paſſion he felt for Miſs Falkland 
in the moſt hyberbolical terms, 


When he: ceaſed . the Colohdl 
ſaid, © I preſume you mean to inform me, 
Sir, you are in love with my niece, and 

are condeſcending enough to overlook her 
want of birth in favour of her fortune; hows 
ever, with my conſent ſhe ſhall never marry, © 
a foreigner, She is a giddy, flighty girl, 
and much too young to think of marriage. 
Did ſhe authoriſe you to make, in my 
opinion, ſuch an abſurd propoſal * | 

« Upon my word, Colonel, I was not 

prepared for ſo flat a refuſal to the firſt re- 
queſt of the kind I ever made: I hope you 
will take a little time for reflection. Miss | 
Falkland certainly gave me reaſon to hope, \ 
if you were not averſe to my propoſals, 1 
ſhould have the ſupreme advantage of ad- 
dreſſing her by the title , Counteſs de St. 
Vaudemont ; therefore, underſtanding you 
were upon the eve of your departure, I ven- 
| tured 


* . 
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| ting diſcloſe to my ſentiments; and 1 
flatter myſelf Miſs Falkland's happineſs is as 
much intereſted as my own in my ſucceſs. — 
I know you once entertained very different 
views for her eſtabliſhment in life; but my 
family is far more unexceptionable than the 
perſon's you had fixed upon for her huſband; 
and as her inclinations by no means coincide 
with yours, let me entreat my country may 
have no weight with you. I will ſpend ſix 
months every year in England, will agree to 
any ſettlements ; therefore make your own 
conditions, Colonel, and acknowledge my 
_ propoſals are of the moſt honourable nature.” 

4 Pray proceed, Count,” ſaid the Colonel. 
« I wiſh to hear all you have got to ſay in 
your own favour, and defence of your in- 
explicable . | 


The Count was at a loſs what to ſay, or 
how to 'underſtagd the Colonel: however, 
wiſhing to be more explicit, he thus went 


on: © ] do not wiſh to depreciate the merits 
of 
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of Lord Fitz: Oſborne; Colonel; he is a very _ 
fine young fellow, and I know once en- 
deavoured to captivate your lovely niece ;- 
pride, I believe, has induced him to relin- 
quiſh his deſign. His fortune, report ſays, 
is immenſe ; but what then? when my father 
dies, and, poor old man, he declines daily, 
I ſhall have no reaſon to complain, My 
family and connexions are far more reſpec- 
table, and I am, in every reſpect, a much 
more ſuitable match for your niece.” -. - 

« Indeed, Count,“ ſaid the Colonel, ſur- 
veying him from head to foot with the utmoſt 
contempt, “ then give me leave to tell you 
my opinion does not coincide with yours. * 
Who or what induced you to ſuppoſe Lord 
Fitz-Oſborne was, or ever had been, a lover. 
of my niece, I cannot pretend to ſay; and 
that you dare mention his name and family 
in ſuch ungentlemanlike terms amazes me; 
but in future I defire you would never 
couple it with my niece's, whoſe happineſs I 
mean to promote by preventing her from 

throwing. 


166 £ uvsrxniOvs WIFE. 


throwing herſelf away upon you.” — The 
Colonel made a full pauſe, and then went 
on. «I muſt therefore entreat you would 
not trouble either her or me wich any future 
viſits.” | 5 
(LL You do not treat me like a 'Gentleman, 
Colonel, ſaid the Count, affecting t to look 
e 
I do not think you intitled to the ap- 


pell ation, Count.“ 
e Your age, Colonel, and relationſhip to 


the woman, I adore.” He made a ſtop, and 


faid : © But no matter, I wiſh you a good 
morning: I hope you will reflect upon my 
3 let it have its due weight 
elſe é n 
. You mean to challenge me, 1 "mY 
poſe?” ſaid the Colonel. Depend upon 
it you will neither frighten nor flatter me 
out of my conſent to your wiſhes, ſo your 
moſt obedient,” Na 

The Count haſtened away, and the Colonel 
took a few long ſtrides acroſs his ſaloon, 
8 wh and 


— 
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and then flew towards Mrs. Falkland's dref. 


ſing- room, where he preſumed he ſhould - 
find her and her dutiful daughter. — He 
bounced in without ceremony, and made 
Mrs. Falkland (for ſhe was alone) ftart 


from her chair, and exclaim, in a half ſcream, 
cc For heaven's ſake, brother ! >a 


The Colonel inſtantly recolleted himſelf, 
and faid, Do not be alarmed.” He then 

began to pace the room till ſhe put herſelf 
in his way, caught hold of his hand, and 
ſaid, “ What is the matter, brother?“ 


« Nothing I tell you,” ſaid the Colonel; 
„only that d- d Count had like to have 
put me in a paſſion. I preſume your. 
daughter has told you why he I a 
private interview ?” 1 


« You aſtoniſh me! Hot Thould the be 
acquainted with the? purport of his viſit ?” 


vol. IV. NIELS ce Becauſe. 


* 
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e Becauſe ſhe authoriſed him to make 
it 5 repeating, as nearly as he could re- 


| collect, every thing that had paſſed; and 


when he had concluded faid, « That is. all, 


Madam. You find ſhe has given the puppy 


to underſtand Lord . Fitz-Oſborne has been 


her admirer, and no doubt amuſed him with 


his Lordſhip's family hiſtory. She wiſhes 
to emulate Lady Sophia Grey, for I had not 


| the ſlighteſt conception ſhe had ever given 
him the leaſt encouragement.” 


e Before we abſolutely condemn her,” ſaid 


ſdtzte indulgent mother, © let us hear what 


ſhe has to ſay in her own defence,” opening 


- 2 door that led into an adjoining apartment, 
and calling, Anna, be ſo good as to come 


here, your uncle wiſhes to ſpeak to you.” — 
The young Lady immediately made her ap- 


pPearance, and her looks pretty well con- 
vinced bath her mother and uncle ſhe gueſſed 


why ſhe was ſummoned. 


« Were you acquainted with the Count 


de St, Vaudemont's kind intentions in your 


favour; 
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favour, yaung Lady ?” ſaid her uncle. He 
informs me you are ambitious to bear his 
noble title.“ 

« He has often talked anti to me; 
Sir,” ſaid ſhe ; „but I never ſuppoſed he 
meant to make any ſerious propoſals.” 

« You gave him ſome encouragement, I 
am convinced, child,” ſaid the Colonel; 
«and if you only intended to laugh at him, 
it was extremely ridiculous ; ſuch jokes 
are very abſurd, and often terminate very 
ſeriouſly ; but pray how came he to ſuppoſe. 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne was ever an admirer of 
yours? . | 


She coloured moſt 3 while ſhe 
ſaid, “I am ſure I cannot tell, uncle. 
« It is falſe, Anna, faid the Colonel, 
* and you have been endeavouring to de- 
ceive both your mother and me. The moſt. 
adequate puniſhment for your duplicity would 
de to allow you to marry the filly fellow, 
and to put your fortune into his power ; but 


12 RY | pray 
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EP] pray, may T-know how this impudent Count 


and you came to be thus intimate? Do 
you ſee him in private, or when did you find 
an opportunity to treat him with Lord itz- 


Oſborne 8 n or! 


4 n 0. unprepared for theſe home 


queſtions, choſe to remain ſilent. 


Mighty well, Madam,” faid the Colonel; 


ee however, I will put a ſtop-to your future 
interviews, for in three days you ſhall be 


upon the road to England. Till now 1 


thought you poſſeſſed common ſenſe, but 1 
begin to think you are as great a fool as your 


admirer; however, recollect, with my know- 
ledge and conſent, you never meet again, at 
leaft till you are of age.” He then left the 


room, / and Mrs. Falkland endeavoured to 


point out to her daughter the errors of her 


conduct in the moſt gentle and affectionate 


manner. The young Lady was not in the 


h moſt rr Fame of _—_— to profit by her 


9 


— 
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parental admonitions; however, knowing it 


would be in vain to attempt to contend with - 


her uncle, ſhe affected to give into her mo- 
ther's way of thinking, and took the earlieſt 
opportunity to retire into her own room: 
which Mrs. Falkland did not oppoſe, as, ſhe 
was in hopes, a little reflection upon her late 
conduct would be 6 of ſervice to her. 1% 


\ 


CHAT. . 


- 
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A 8 "WW as Henry left the Hotel Dexfftrap- 
gers, not knowing what to do with him- 
ſelf, he ſtrolled gently towards the Earl of 


Macleven' s, who engaged him to accompany | 
| "ml the 
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the Counteſs and Lady Agnes to the Luxem- 
- | burgh Palace, He could not well excuſe 


. himſelf; they therefore ſpent near two 
hours admiring the different pictures, and 


then took a turn round the gardens. After 
ſeeing the Ladies home he proceeded to the 
Hotel de Falkenheim, which was alſo in the 
Fauxbourg St. Germain. When he arrived 
he was informed the General was -gone to 
the Military Coffee-houſe, in the Rue St. 
Honore, his uſual morning's rendezvous, and 


thither his Lordſhip followed him, and found 
him amongſt a crowd of other Gentlemen 
liſtening to the Count. de St. Vaudemont, 


who ſtood in the middle, and was ſometimes 
reading at others, addreſſing the ſurrounding 


multitude in a moſt vehement manner, and 


with. the moſt violent geſtures. Curious to 
TJearn the ſubje& of his diſcourſe his Henry 


vent to the General, and now perceived 
"the Count held an open letter in one hand, 


and ſeveral folded papers in the other; he 


yas 5 reading aloud, and making ſtrictures 
between 


— REY 
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between every phraſe. For ſome time he 
was only able to comprehend they were 
love letters from a Lady, whom the Count 
called angelic, divine creature, between 
every three words, and often preſſed the 
jetter he was reading moſt fervently to his 
lips. At laſt his Lordſhip diſcovered they 
were the production of Miſs Falkland's pen; 
and felt himſelf exceſſively burt to think the 


niece of a man, he fo truly eſteemed, ſhould - - 


be thus expoſed, amongſt a number of young 
men who would delight in circulating her 
imprudence. He was juſt going to retire, 
unwilling to hear the various animadver- 
fions of the by-ſfanders, when the Count 
happened to raiſe his eyes; inſtantly ex- 
claimed — * Oh! there he is, Gentlemen, 
there he is! 'pray make way for my favoyred 
rival. - You have arrived very apropos, 'my 
Lord, to learn how high you ſtand an the 
good graces of one of the moſt beautiful 
women in the world, whom you hope, with 
the alſiſtance of an unfeeling old uncle, to 

| 6" "WEEN force 


— 
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force i We your arms; but,” ſwearing a moſt | 


5 tremendous oath, While a drop of blood 


_ circulates in theſe, veins I will protect her 
in ſpite of both. You may well look ſur- 
pPtiſed, but 1 defy you to confute - the 
| charge,” To be addreſſed thus unexpectedly, 
and in ſuch. language, rather Wen 
Henry. 


- « Was it me you addreſſed? ſaid he, as 
foon as the Count had ceaſed ſpeaking, with 
as much compoſure as he could aſſume; for 
had he given way to his firſt emotion he 
would certainly have levelled the boaſting fop 
to the ground. 


The Count bowed with a ſupercilious als. 
| faying, © Perhaps your Lordſhip foes. not 
reliſh my Glutation. 


I think your inſinuations very imperti- 


nent, aid Henry, © and muſh defire you 


1 explain . 1 fatzer myſelf 1 
4 ftand 


* 
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ſtand very high in the opinion of ſome of 
the Gentlemen preſent: many were my 
brother officers; it is therefore for their ſa- 
tisfaction, as much as my own, I muſt inſiſt 
upon your informing me upon what grounds. 
you ſuppoſe me your rival, and the meaning 
of your late extraordinary behaviour.“ 
* Moſt readily, my Lord,” ſaid he, with 
an angry laugh, evidently put on to conceal 
his trepidation; and then recapitulated the 
commencement- and progreſs of his paſſion * 
for Miſs Falkland, during her reſidence at 
Aix, expatiating very largely upon his great 
family and vaſt expectations; and then pro» . 
ceeded thus: “ I followed the lovely crea- 
ture to Paris; but foreſceing.ſome difficulties - 
might ariſe, I did not immediately make my 
intentions knawn to her mother and uncle. 
She agreed, at my requeſt, to enter into a cops _ 
reſpondence with me; and here are the pre- 
_ cious proofs of her regard,” kiſfing the 
packet he held. She had long known her 
parents had fixed upon Lord. Fitz- Oſborne, 
„ 1 3 | who 


„ wmysrenIovs Wirk. 


ſyho ſtands there, for her huſband, we there- 


fore acted with the + utmoſt. caution ; how- 
_ | ever, yeſterday: I received her is 
make my pretenſions known to her uncle, a 
proud, capricious, imperious man, whom I 


rather expected might make a few objeCtions 


on account of my country and religion, and 


ſiuch kind of nonſenſe; but having had ſome 
notion of my intentions, and preconcerted 


is behaviour, no doubt; with his favourite 
| Lord, he told me, in the moſt impolite 
manner, he had other views for his niece, 
and, all bat ſhewed me the door, meaning, 
. as I before ſaid, to force her into his Lord- 
ſhip's arms; however, here is a note, wrote in 
the utmoſt agitation, which I received only 
half an hour ago; — ſhe was ſenſible what 
muſt have been the ſituation of my mind, 
when I leſt her uncle, therefore thus drigned 
to conſole me—beginning to read aloud. — 
% Do not give way to deſpair, my dear 
Count; I have hardly a moment to ſpare ; 
but I ſee your man is in waiting under my 
mY window ; 
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window; depend upon my conſtancy; and fear - 


nothing from the phlegmatic cold Fitz 


Oſborne. A few years will liberate me from 
all ——_— z till then believe me n 
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oc There, my Lord, what have you now 
to ſay for yourſelf ? That you are very 
undeſerving the notice of io fair a Lady,” faid 
Henry, very calmly. * How ſhe came to 
ſuppote I ſhould interfere with either her 
or your views, I cannot ſay; but, I am 
very. ſorry ſhe has put it in your power thus 
publicly to convince all your friends, and 
many of mine, ſhe is as deficient in point of 


prudence as you are in diſcretion; but Il aa 


convinced, if ſhe knew the uſe you make of 
her letters, the one you hold in your hand 
would be the laſt you would ever receive,” 

« With your good will, no doubt, my 
Lord,” faid the Count; * but, remember, 
while I breathe, no man ſhall aſſert his pre- 
tenſions with impunity to the hand of Miſs _ 
Falkland,” | | THI 

| I 6 4 « Had 
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4 Had-1 given way. to my firſt impulſe, = 
| Count,” faid Henry, with a look fully ex- 
preſũve of the contempt he ſelt for the vain 
young man, I ſhould, have laid my cane 
acroſs your ſhoulders; but do not ſuppoſe, 
' becauſe I have hitherto liſtened to you with 
more patience than you deſerve, I ſhall 
allow you to take the liberties you ſeem in- 
- chined with my name. You have publicly 
inſulted me, and I inſiſt upon as public ex- 
cuſes, or the ſatisfaction of a Gentleman 

before we part. 


Phe Count's boaſted courage all fled be- 
fore Lord Fitz-Oſborne's determined. air. 
He looked round him in hopes ſome kind 
friend would ſtep forward, and endeavour to 
adjuſt the diſpute. To make public excuſes 
would ruin his reputation, and, perhaps, 
eccalion his diſcharge from the army, 


At laſt be ſtammered out, «I am ready 

to comply with your Lordſhip's laſt requeſt 
as early as you pleaſe to-morrow,” 

57:45 Bp 1 | cc I 
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* never defor till to-morrow whit can 
be done to day, Count,“ ſaid his Lordfhipy 
* You choſe, without any proveation on 
my ſide, to inſole me very groſsly, and we 
do not part till my demand is complied with; 

General, can you do me the favour to lend 
me a brace of piſtols n F 


The Count turned pale at the very found, 
while the General faid, © My piſtols are very 
much at your Lordſhip's ſervice, and -I can 
fafely ſay they were never yet uſed in an un- 
juſt cauſe. I never encourage duelling, but 
cannot blame you: 1 only hope the Count is 
ſenſible of his error, and ready to acknow- 
ledge he was too hafty, and had no intention 
to offend your Lordſhip.“ 

« certainly,“ ſaid the e c 
„ may have been miſiaformed.” A general 
buz, and fort of hiſs, reſounded through the 
coffee-room, convinced him he muſt either 
fight or be branded for a coward ; he there- 
fore thus concluded: * But I mean to give 

your 
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your {Lordſhip ſatitisfaction; however, we 
muſt poſtpone our meeting till Mm as 
I am not provided with piſtols.” 

c Foltroon,“ ſaid one of the e « [ 


1 will lend you n mine.” 


| This WY: which <a Fouls his 
lieutenant- colonel, had a wonderful effect 
upon the Count's nerves; who ſaid, © Then 
I am at your command, my Lord.” — 
The piſto!s were therefore ſent for. During 
thus interval little paſſcd. His Lordſhip en- 
tered into converſation wich the Baroa and 
ſome of his former comrades, who were like 
himſclt brave almoſt to a fault; and the 
Count kept bluſtering among his friends, 
ſaid, loud enough for Henry to hear him, 
« He had oſten ſplit a bullet upon the 
edge of a knife; but the ſight of the wea- 
pons put an c ffectual ſtop to his volubility. 
His Lordſhip aſked the General © if he 
would do him- the- honour to attend him 
. the e 2 N 
3 « Moſt 


183 
* Moſt willingly, my young friend; have 
you fixed upon any particular ſpot? 


« Any where * think I 8 | 
General.” 


_ MYSTERTOUS "WIFE. 


« Then I vote for the Bois 4 Boulogne,” 5 


ſaid the Count's lieutenant co onel, x ho had 


been requeſted to accompany him. 


« With all my heart, Sir,” ſaid his Lord- 
| ſhip. © As neither of our carriages are in 
waiting, General, not to de lay time, we will 
ſend for a hackney coach.“ 

« My coach is at the door,” faid a Swiſs 
en « and much at your Lordſhip s ſer- 
vice. 0 

« We will not refuſe ſo good an offer,” 
ſaid the General; and you ſhall ) 
us, Sternheim.“ 

« Count, you had better folicit the atten- 
dance of another of your friends; as this 
has been ſo public a matter I think it is right.“ 


The Count made a laſt effort to ſupport - 
his character, therefore bounced out of the 
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coffee-room with his lieutenant· colonel and 
another friend, and ſtepped into his own 


0 carriage; the other party followed. The 


two carriages ſtopped according to the orders 
they had received at the Porte Mayo. The 
Count and his friends proceeded firſt into the 
wood till they came to a private path, where 
the two ſeconds ſtopped till the other Gen- 
tlemen came up; and the General was aſked 
«© what he thought of the ſpot ?” 5 

-« It is very well ſuited for ſuch rencon- 

he faid, 

5 You have not yet agreed upon * dil- 
tance, I think, Gentlemen,” turning to his 
Lordſhip and the Count. a 

«. Oh- fifteen paces,” faid the Count, 

As I heard the Count ſay he had often 
ſplit a bullet upon the edge of a Knife at 
that diſtance,” ſaid Henry, „I beg it may 
be reduced to ten, or a dozen at mot.. 

«.Your Lordſhip certainly has reaſon and 
euſtom on your ſide,” ſaid the General. 

e Undoubtedly,” ſaid the Count's two 
Hounds ; ; rwclve paces were therefore mea- 


lured, 
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fored, and the piſtols were loaded, The 
Gentlemen took their ſtations, and the Count's 
ſeconds told his Lordſhip “ he had a "ww 
to fire firſt,” | 


« We will both fire Many ſaid his 
Lordſhip, © when the General drops his 
handkerchief.” 


« Nothing can be more honourable,” 440 | 
the ſeconds, The Count had cocked his 

piſtols, and having been told by his friends 
it was unfair to take any aim; that he was 
only, upon the appointed ſignal being given, 
to raiſe his arm, and fire his piſtol ; now 
| ſtood quite upright, and ſeemed even to draw 


his breath with caution, while his eyes were - | 


fixed upon the General; he had taken care 
to place his fore finger properly to the 
trigger, and held the weapon cloſe to his 
thigh, . with the muzzle downwards, While 
he anxioufly waited the fall of the handker- 
chief; but his hand ſhook fo violently, he 
preſſed * than he ought to uy done 
upon 
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upon the trigger; and, to his inexpreſſible 


terror, off went the piſtol, and took the 
ſide of his foot, He leaped into the air, 


and roared out moſt terribly. The ſeconds 
ran up to him. He fell at his length upon 
the ground, and continued his yells. The 
company ſaid this was the moſt extraordinary 
event they had ever witneſſed, as they con- 


cluded he muſt have wounded himſclf ; but 


how, or where, they could not diſcover till the 
MA Count had ce ad his ince ſſant noiſe of ch ! 
my leg, I ſhall certainly loſe my leg!“ The 


General now perceived what had really hap- 
pened ; that a piece of the {ide of his ſhoe 
had been carried away, and the blood flowed 


Count he had better haſten home to have 
proper advice, for they had not taken the pre- 
caution to provide themſelves with a ſurgeon. 


7 5 he perceived the wound was too trifling to 


excite 


— 


a little from the place. The old Baron burſt 
Hut a laughing, for the firſt time, as they all 
obſerved, ſince they had known him: and 
_ -28ll three joined in his mirth,. and told the 
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excite any degree of commiſeration, he tried 


once more to rouſe his courage, made an effort 
to riſe, but ſaid he was afraid he could not 


« Z—ds,” ſaid his ſeconds, © try; not 
ſtand! Why, this is cowardice.” — Such 
a reproach was more than the Count could 


bear, and he knew if ſuch a report was once 
circulated he. was ruined for ever; he there- _. 


fore made ſhift to ſtand up once more, and 
his other piſtol was given him. Lord Fitz- - 
Oſborne, who had vf courſe never moved, 
unintentionally raiſed the hand with Which 
he held his piſtol, being tired of keeping his 
arm ia the ſame poſition; and, as the Count 
friends had told him he muſt now receive his 
Lordſhip's fire, the poor frightened being 
thought the deadly weapon was levied as 
him; ſo once more fell all his length, de- 
claring © he was unable to ſtand, and muſt 
poſtpone the conteſt to fome future period.“ 


„When 
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When you find yourſelf more in a fight- 
ing humour, I preſume, Count,” ſaid Henry. 


And when that will happen,” ſaid the 
General, taking a pinch of ſnuff, „1 cannot 
pretend to prognofticate.” 

« It was a pity the Count did not 9 


his own mind before he gave your Lordſhip 
ſo much trouble,“ faid the other Swiſs Gen- 


tleman. The Count's ſeconds were provoked 
beyond meaſure; his lieutenant- colonel gave 


him a Kik upon a part ſhall be nameleſs : 
- faying, © Paltry raſcal, why bring me here 
to witneſs your cowardice ?” and walked 


away. 


l always like to follow good examples,” 
nad the other, and gave the poor Count a 
Kick as he was riſing, ſent him upon his noſe 
. - again; lie there till you are ſtiff (ſaid he) 


For I proteſt I will not aſſiſt you,” and fol- 
lowed his friend. They waited, where the 
carriages ſtood, till Lord F iez-Oſborne and 

his ſeconds came up, and then entreated they 


might all ride back together o Paris, which 


was readily agreed to. 
Mon The 


by 
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The Colonel told his Lordſhip © he was 
very ſorry, for the honour of his country, he 
had been made ſuch a fool of; but ſhould 
have been ſtill more hurt * he met with 


* mis fortune.” 


The Generel told the Mavequla's Mei 


where they had left their maſter, and, as 
he had hurt his foot, deſired them to go 
in ſearch of him. — They laughed very 


much during their ſhort journey to Paris at 


the Marquis s accident and n beha- 
viour, 


* This will cure him of boaſting I ſhould 


hope,” ſaid the General. 
At all events, it will rid the French army 


of a ſcoundrel,” faid his Colonel, and his 


regiment of an impudent puppy. I almoſt 
ſuſpect the letters he diſplayed were forgeries. 


Henry tried to encourage the idea; men- 


tioned his intimacy with Colonel Falkland; 


but 


10 
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but * he had never paid the leaſt 
attention to his niece; at leaſt, more than 
common politenels, and his friendſhip for her 
uncle required, though he thought it very 
' probable the Count had endeavoured to 
obtain the Colonel's conſent to pay his ad- 
utreſſes to the 1 Lady. 8 


; 4 « He ed al his friends at the bh” 
ſaid his Colonel, « the match was abſolutely 


concluded; that matters had been agreed 
upon at Aix between his father and Colonel 


Falkland, and in leſs than a month he hoped 
to receive our congratulations. He may 


have equally deceived us mhoſng the 


D 
« Let us hope ſo,” ſaid the . 


They had ordered the coachman to re- 
turn to the coffee · houſe, and the moment 
they ſtopped all the company hurried out to 
ſee them alight, and to hear what had paſſed. 
Not ſeeing the Count they began to ſuſpect 

| Tn, he 


ne had been the ſufferer, and all eageny I 
| ta where he was wounded, | 


e Tn his honour,” aid the Genera: 401 
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am therefore afraid even * La Martiniere | 


will not be of much ſervice to him.” - This 
was exactly the report they all expected, but 


entreated a further explanation; and Henry, 


not being curious to hear the repetition of a 
ſcene in which he had been ſo principal an 
actor, after thanking the General and Mon- 
ſieur de Sternheim for having favoured him 
with their company, wiſhed them a good 0 
morning, and returned home. | 


*A famous ſurgeon. 


CHAP... 
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\ 

; Tux Marquis was at home and alone, 

and told Henry, © had he known where to 
find him, he ſhould have come in ſearch of 
him ;” adding, I have been at the Marſ- 
den's, but his Lordſhip and Mr. Trevors were 
out; and Miſs Trevors was not in a talking 
humour, for ſne merely anſwered my perhaps 
frivolous queſtions by monoſyllables; ſo after 
chatting ſor a ſhort time with her couſin, 1 
returned home : but now pray tell me where 
you have been,” 

, . 


__ MYSTERIOUS WIFE. I 93 


t At Colonel Falkland's but was-drove 


from thence by he C ount de St. N 
mont. : . 
% Why dough his abſurdities may amuſe 
for a few times,” ſaid the Marquis, © the 
two frequent repetition becomes tireſome,” 
« Very true, faid Henry, © and I flatter 
myſelf I have put an effectual check to his 
folly for ſome time ;* relating what had paſſed 


at the Coffee-Houſe, and in che Bois de 
Boulogne.“ ; 


„ Pityful ſcoundrel,” aid the Marquis, 
how dare ſuch a coward open his mouth 
but in a civil way: but, as you obſerve, 
Harry, he will not forget his morning's 
leſſon as long as he lives. The beſt thing he 
can do is to follow Miſs Falkland (who muſt 
be a moſt egregious ſympleton) to England, 
for he will never dare ſhew. his face again in 
France; and if he has impũdence enough to 
Join his regiment after ſuch an affair, he will 
be publickly diſmiſſed the frvice in the 
molt degrading manner, and muſt then hide 
vol. Iv. D his 
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| bis daſtardly head either in Switzerland or 
England.” 70 8 
He was not aware of his deficiency 
in point of courage,” ſaid Henry; © I 
only hope the filly affair will not reach 
Colonel Falkland's ears; but I own I ſhould 
| like to know what account this ardent 
lover will give his miſtreſs of his dreadful 
_ misfortune.” ? 

He will not be at a loſs for a ſtory,” 
ſaid the Marquis. As the Colonel is upon 
the eve of his departure, and ſeldom goes 
into publick, except in our company, I rather 
hope he will not be expoſed to the mortifica- 
tion ſuch a diſcovery would certainly prove ; 

no delicate perſon would chuſe to inform 
him of his niece's imprudence, not to give 
her folly a hatſher name. He will be here 
in the evening, I ſuppoſe; he aſſured me 
he would, and I flatter myſelf nothing will 

happen to prevent his keeping his promiſe.” 


be friends now ſeparated to dreſs, and at 
the — time in che evening, to Henry's 
5 great 
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great Joy; the Colonel made his appearance, 
full dreſſed. He had objected to affuming 
a character; the Marquis was therefore to 
provide him with a domino. Henry, think- 
ing it incumbent upon # man of his age to 
enter into the ſpirit of ſuch diverſions, parti- 
cularly upon ſuch an oceaſion, wore the dreſs 
ofa Highland chieftain, which had been accu- 
rately deſcribed to him by the Earl of Mac- 
leven; and the Marquis alſo, willing to 
do honour to the fete, had adopted uy 
dreſs of a Turk. 


Though the Colonel no lager entertained 


the flighteſt hope he ſhonld ever claim # 
relationſhip to Lord Fitz-Oſborne, ſtill he 
did not wiſh him to ſuppoſe his niece was 
privy tothe Count de St. Vaudemon's modeſt 
propoſals, which he choſe to mention in 
the moſt ludicrous ſtyle ; adding, he was really 
tempted to believe ſome of his French 
friends had induced him to act thus abſurdly, 
perhaps for a wager. 


K 2 Both 


/ 
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Both the Marquis and Henry laughed very 
| 3 at his account of what paſſed upon 
the occaſion, but gave him no reaſon to 
- ſuppoſe they were already acquainted with 
the poor fellow's — 
| About nine © leh they far out * the 
Prince 's Hotel, and took a turn maſked in the 
rooms; but, as they were ſoon very- much 
crowded, and the weather not the moſt pro- 
pitious for ſuch parties, in leſs than half an 
hour they all three unmaſked. The Marquis 
Joined ſome ladies of his acquaintance ; and 
the Colonel and Henry continued their walk, 
admiring, or criticiſing the various maſks they 


met. The former had determined to retire 


early, and had given his orders in conſe- 
quence ; indeed, he had merely joined the 
motley groupe to oblige the Marquis and his 
young friend, They had not proceeded the 
length ofthe rooms, after Henry had unmaſk- 
ed, before ſeveral maſks addreſſed him, to 
inquire after the Count de St, Vaudemont. 
n One 
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One ſaid; « you gave him an excellent 


zeſſon:“ another, © have you heard he died : 


of a fright ſoon after you left him. Henry 
ſuppoſed theſe were ſome of the gentle- 
men who were at the Coffee-Houſe during 
the commencement of the quarrel, and who 
had learnt the ſequel from their reſpective 
ſeconds, He laughed, and tried to draw 
the Colonel's attention from their remarks, 
by ſaying, © The race at Marli will be. We 
everlaſting theme for the loſers.” | 
« I wiſh the Count's loſſes had drove him 


from Paris,” ſaid the Colonel; © however, I _ 


am in hopes the ferious repulſe he met with 
this morning, will have the deſired effect.“? 


At this moment a very elegant \ maſk: 

puſhed through the crowd, and faid, in a jeſtin 
=_ The Count has called in La'M — 
tiniere, my Lord, who talks of amputation. 

« I ſaw Le Viſe. D'Azyr,” ſaid another 
gentleman, approaching, © and he is A 
of a mortification.“ | ; 


&4 oe 


. 
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12 << Dr, Mac Mahen,” ſaid a third, « who 
bas more ſkill than any of them, by the. 
_ - help of a . glaſs, diſcovered the 
wound. SS 


on, che Colonel reflecting upon the ſtrange 


— rx. 
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© Tha Cheat eng vy much at a loſs to 
vadeoliand what all chis meant, 'and applied 

to Henry for an explanation, He made him 
an evaſive anſwer, which by no means ſatis- 
Hed him. The Count had committed ſome 
abſurdity, he was convinced; but how Lord 


Faxtz- Oſborne came to be concerned in the ad- 


venture, he could not fathom. They moved 


ſpeeches he had heard, while Henry was 
trying to divert his attention by various 
remarks upon the ſurrounding objects, when 
a female waſk, ſuperbly drefled, followed by 
ſeveral others, ſtopt their ns and thus 


4. We thank ** W ai for 
ng puniſhed a ſilly fop for his induſcre- 
| tion ; 
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tion; may your fair country- woman ſee her | 


error, before it is too late, and beſtow her 
heart upon a more deſerving object. · 

« You certainly miſtake me for ſome- 
one elſe, fair lady,” ſaid Henry, very much 
confuſed by ſuch an addreſs in the Colonel's 


hearing, © I ſhould eſteem myſelf -very | © 


I 5-<nteeEIEN 
thanks, but ——" 

«© Why, you Ge to unite a to 
bravery, young Lord, faid ſhe, interrupting 
him: © well, adieu, may you ever be equally 
ready to ſupport the cauſe of the weak ; and, 
depend upon it, a vain boaſting coxcomb is 
ſure to prove a coward when put to the teſt,” 


The Colonel now ſeriouſly perplexed, and, 
convinced there was ſome meaning in theſe 
ambiguous ſpeeches, tried in vain to ſound 
Henry upon the ſubject; he affected to 
attribute them all to the race and the com- 
mon jargon of a maſquerade, and was now 
very ſorry he had engaged the Colonel to 

| K 4 Join 


* 
nA, . 
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Join their party, and {til more ſo that his had 
- unmaſked. He was very much at a loſs to 


anſwer ſome of the Colonel's queſtions; could 


he have framed any plauſible reaſon for his 


quarrel, without mengioning Miſs Falkland's 
name, he would not have heſitated a moment 


about giving him an account of the duel; but, 


as he could not enter upon the ſubjet without 


giving him the moſt diſagreeable details, he 
choſe not to underſtand the Colonel's hints ; 


and, while he was employed in framing vari- 
ous evaſive anſwers to his different queſ- 
tions, two ladies came-up, and one of them 
his country-woman, aſked him to dance 
a reel with her. He © readily accepted 
her offer; but, as they did not with to derange 


the company, they mixed with the other 


dancers. His companion was ſoon tired of 


the exerciſe, and Henry, once more left to 


himſelf, went in ſearch of the Colonel and 


Marquis. The crowd was become intoler- 


able; he therefore ſeated himſelf in the moſt 


5 n corner he could find, not being much 


inclined 


8 
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inclined to ſupport the character he had 


aſſumed, nor to liſten to the comments of 
moſt of the company preſent upon his morn- 
ing's rencontre; hoped the Colonel would 
not apply to any one preſent for an explana- 
tion of the phraſes he ſeemed to have been ſo 
much ſtruck with, and almoſt repented he 
had not ſatisfied his curioſity, for any ſtranger 
would place his niece's conduct in a far worſe 
light than he ſhould have done. He was 
thus abſorbed in reflection, when an elegant 

Savoyarde, whoſe hurdy-gurdy was ſup- 
ported by a chain of brilhants, came within a 


few paces of him, and, having played a ſhort og 


ſymphony, began the allowing ſong, which 
ſhe particularly addreſſed to his Lordſhip, and 
it's being in his own language, was * ſuf- 
ficient to attract his attention. 


« If, in that heart ſo good ſo pure, 

« Compaſſion ever lov'd to dwell, 

« Pity the forrows I endure ; 

« The cauſe I muſt not, dare not tell. 


„ 
Ne 2 


j 
| 
N 


% 
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. That grief, that on my quiet preps, | 
That rends my heart, that checks my tongue, 


HI fear, will laſt me all my days; 
But feel it will not laſt me long. | 


| The "words ſeemed OW FE applicable 


| to his own ſituation. The lady's pronuncia- 
tion convinced him ſhe was a foreigner ; yet 


ſhe ſeemed perfectly ſenſible of the ſtrength 
of her words, which might have been almoſt 
conſtrued into a declaration of love: her 


muſick, for ſhe ſung remarkably well, had 
drawn a crowd d her; who, though 
very few of them underſtood her, eagerly 


petitioned for a repetition. She ſeemed un- 


decided whether ſhe ſhould comply with the 


general requeſt, till Henry joined in the 
entreaty. When ſhe had finiſhed the ſecand 


» time, ſhe faid, in French, © Now could you. 


find in ow heart, young Scot, to condole 


With me.” 


« Moſt fingerely,” ſaid Henry; © indeed 
you have _ moſt likely very uninten- 
A 46, by —_ 
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tionally) exattly expreſſed the ſtate of a 
mind,” | 
1 Then l wiſh, to uſe the language vf your? 
famous bard, I could give you hope, ke 
lover's ſtaff, and bid you ee it againſt ; 
deſpairing thoughts.” GE 


There was ſomething truly extraordinary 
in her addreſs. Joſephine, in many of her 
letters, was fond of quoting Shakeſpeare t—' 
could it be her? the very les made dnn 


beat unuſually | 2 


He hadrofe from his ſeat during her ſong, 
and now nn his arm, ſaid in * ee 


« Let us hn to . each. 
other.” 
eee e nr ? 
language, renowned chief. My ſong was 
taught me by a dear friend, in whoſe ſorrous | 


Her Voice 6 and A upon a cloſer 'exa- 
mination, convinced Henry it was not Joſe- 
phine, though the fimager ſeemed- _— 


e to be dane; ae 


w Your boy ſeems rai my 
new friend; I wiſh you would favour me 
with a' fight of your face: if you are really 


- Intereſted in my fate, you ſurely will not deny | 
me ſo trifling a favour.” 


* am not an Avignoneſe, my Loud; nor 


can I diſplay a beautiful ſet of features; and 


as I wiſh to enjoy a little more of your com- 
pany; you muſt excuſe my not complying 
with your requeſt.” _ 

Not an Avignoneſe, repeated Henry, 


e this is ſome acquaintance of the Princeſs 


des Iflarts, and ſhe wiſhes to give me to 


underſtand her friend is deſirous: of renewing 
ber acquaintance with me. What different 


expectations I had formed. Without being 
deemed impertinent, amiable ſtranger, may I 


_ alk. you if you are not intimate with the 
Princeſs des Iſſarts. WO | 


[ 


« I hope 


þ : - 
U * 4 - „ — n * 4 
88 4 L . 4 - 1 — „ 1 9 * 7 1 1 
Ws — 4 : 3 . | N 7% 7 3 -a4 arid * * N " $ = * 4 py 
> = 4 £ by * o ' 9 o >. 4 _ 
5:4 2 pe X 1 — 8 4 p 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE: 205" 
I hope your Lordſhip will not be very 
much diſappointed, when J aſſure you, I 
never either ſaw, or ſpoke to that Lady, 
though I know you once : favoured — with a 
viſit.“ 
| «© You ſeem to know a great Aaliabons 
me; where and when had I ever the honor 
ol ſeeing you?“ 

« That i » myſtery 1 with o ce | 
before we part, my Lord.“ | 
„ Then why oP me in abet. yy | 
kind e * 7. 


Sh chat moment thi Marquis Dre 1 of 
a and ſaid, | 


* Take c care of your heart, my Lord.” 

« Tt is in no danger, Marquis,” faid the 
Savoyarde ; „I wiſh, for the honour of m yx 
ſex, any of us could make a laſting impreſſion 
_ tao 2 


As each party walked on, this was all that 
| 1 825 and Henry _ endeavoured to per- 
ſuade 
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made the ranger to unmaſk, convinced now | 
me was intimately acquainted both with his 
— | 


0 ' Curiolity i is as 8 in one ſex as 
the other, I find,” ſaid the; © but, ſup- 
* poſe I was to grant your Lordſhip's requeſt, 
and to favour you with the ſight of a long 
- wrinkled face, pitted with the ſfmall-pox, I 1 

ſhould have. but little hopes of prevailing 

upon you to accompany me home.” - 

Only promiſe to ſatisfy my curioſity, 
and I am ready to atrend you wherever you 
wiſh,” fajd Henry. 
Then I muſt inform you, des band; 
that the ſight of my face will afford you very 
little fatisfaction; and what I have to ſay, 
may not prove more agreeable.” is 

Tou are _ fond. of myſteries,” ſaid 
Henry. | 


= She ſighed, while ſhe ſaid, ede ſeldom 
aus 257% . Land. 


S She 
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bhbe ſurely alludes to my ſituation, thought 
he; but no, I muſt be miſtaken. "During ' | 


the ſbort pauſe her Jaſt ſpeech had occafioned 
in their diſcourſe, a maſk addreſſed n 


ſaying, 


« You ſeem better 8 my Lord, 
than you were in the morning. | 


| His Lordſhip affected not to bear him; 
2 nnen | 


« You muſt deal more openly with me 
yourſelf, my good friend, before I ſatisfy 
ou,” ſaid Henry: *© ſhew me your face, 
and I will anſwer every queſtion you 'may 
chuſe to aſk me, with the utmoſt ſincerity,” 
« I cannot comply with your Lordſhip's: 
wiſhes in ſo publick a place; I do not mean 
to be ſcen here: beſides, my dreſs is very 
unfavourable, and would not diſplay my 
_ charms to any advantage; win 
there the pauſed. 


c Put 


— 
= 
= 
* TIT nos 
: 
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1 Pur my courage to the Fen ſaid he, 


laughing. 


take you at your word :—accom- 
pany: me home, and I promite to-ſhew you 


my face, and ſomething elſe will pleaſe you 
* infinitely better. 


I will not contradict you, my amiable 
friend; but my nn poſitively increaſes 


every minute.” 


I am very glad to hear it,” faid ſhe, i in 
a gay tone; my carriage as in waiting, and 
ſhall convey us to my houſe. 


* Henry hardly knew whether fhe was in 
jeſt or in earneſt, till they reached the head 
of the ſtairs; ſhe cet; gs © 


Ain, 


* 


— 


Don't your 155 85 you, my 
Lord? Can you reſolve to leave ſo gay an 
aſſembly, and before ſupper, with a woman 
you are totally unacquainted with, and can- 
not care * me, 98 of whom you 

have, 
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— 


hams: probably, formed. a very unfreie 
able opinion.“ 

« You wrong me, fair 8 and 1 | 
ſhall feel exceſſively diſappointed, if you 
now refuſe to-gratify my expectations. 

I have no ſuch. intention, my Lord, 
though I would have you expect to meet 


with a diſappointment, perhaps a very ſevere s 


one.” 2 * | 74 510 
ce If you knew what reaſon I have to feel 
particularly tortured by ſuſpence, you would 
not thus prolong my anxiety, amiable . 
ger,“ ſaid Henry. 


« J have done, my Load,” ee 


beginning to deſcend the ſtairs, at the bot- 
tom of which ſtood an elderly woman, Who 
ſeemed to have been in waiting. The 
Savoyarde beckoned to her, and addreſſed 
her in a whiſper. As ſoon as ſhe had ceaſed 
ſpeaking, the old Lady advanced into the 
court, to order the carriage, as he ſup- 
poſed ; his thoughts again reverted to the 
Princeſs des Iſſarts. The ſtrangers voice 


bore - 
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bore ſome reſemblance to her's ; and notwith- 
ſtanding all ſhe had ſaid, he could not help 
- thinking he was once more in the company of 
4 Joſepbine. In leſs than three minutes the 
old lady returned, and relieved the Savoyarde 
from the incumbrance of her hurdy- gurdy, 
and told her the carriage was ready, They 
Proeeeded into the court, where ſtood a 
very handſome coach; two footmen were 
alſo in waiting. His Lordſhip thought he 
| had ſeen the hvery before, but could not 
- recolle& where. The old Lady followed 
his Lordſhip and the Savoyarde into the 


_ carriage, and away they drove. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, xvi. 


Hz NR began to think this ancient 
dame was a fort of Duenna; he therefore 
concluded he was in company with the wiſe 
of ſome old jealous fellow, if not, the Prin- 
ceſs des Iſſarts; however, he determined to 
avoid cloſets at all events. But little paſſed = 
for ſome time ; the carriage went at a pretty 
faſt rate, and made too much noiſe to allow 
them to oanverſe, except in a very loud key. 
For near ten minutes he paid very little 
attention to the way they drove, enpect- 

ys 
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ing every moment to ſtop; but in a very 


Hort time they were off the ſtones ; and as 
they ſtill continued to roll with even in- 
<xealing rapidity, he began to look about 
him, and was ſoon able to diſcover they were 
upon the very road he had taken in the morn- 
ing, namely, the one which led to the Bois 
de Boulogne. Where can this Lady live, 
thought he; and how am I to return. She 
certainly is the Princeſs I ſuſpect, and has 
now got ſome other wild ſcheme in her head, 
- to puniſh me, perhaps, for not having follow- 
| ed her into Languedoc, Knowing what ſuch 
a ſurly old being as the Prince had in his 
power, he was determined this time to be 
more upon his guard. He had no defenſive 
weapons with him, not having ſuppoſed he 
mould have occaſion for any at a Maſquerade. 
But upon ſecond thoughts, he began to doubt 
whether this was the Prince's livery, though 
he had never paid much attention to it; and 
it was too dark when he left the Hotel de ***, 
to ny him to diſtinguiſn colours with any 
311 degree 
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degree of certainty. His various conjec- 


tures were interrupted by the Savoyarde, 
who aſked him the ſubje& of his reveries; 


adding, e Lotdihip: is really a very Bay 
companon.”' 


« 1] was 9 reflecting upon the road 
we have taken, my fatirical friend,” faid 
Henry, „as I did not know you inhabit- 
ed the environs of the celebrated eim we have 
juſt left.“ 

I] have for ſome time, my 3 and 
you owe the deſire I expreſt. that you would 
favour me with your company home, to my 
true woman fears, for we have yet ſome 
way to go.“ | 

« You did me infinite honour to chuſs me 
for your protector, my timid friend; but had 
I known you reſided at any diſtance from 
Paris, I would have N my n to 
have followed your's. 

« The very thing I wiſhed to avoid; „ 
ſaid bes with forced gaiety, © as, 1 aſſure 


you, 
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you, I do not chuſe any of my friends 


ſhould know I have been at a maſquerade ; 
and ſtill leſs that they ſhould learn fo young 
and ſo elegant a man had ſeen me home.” 


Theſe excuſes did not fatisfy Henry ; 


they might be going to St. Germain's ; 
and what would the Marquis D'Orcy 


imagine was become of him, if he did 


not return ſoon, He once more blamed 
himſelf for having diſplayed ſo much fu- 
tile curioſity. What could it ſignify to 
him who this Lady was; this might be a 


ſcheme of the daftardly St. Vaudemonts : all 


cowards were traitors. Theſe footmen might 
be two ruffians, and they could not have 
taken him more off his guard, nor leſs pre- 
pared to defend his life. Captain Grey next 


came acroſs his mind. This unknown Lady 


might be Mifs Medway, and their aim to 
© extort money. In the midſt of theſe truly 
_ difagreeable conjectures, the carriage turned 


to the right, out of the great road, the 
| moment 
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moment they had croſſed the celebrated 
bridge of Neuilli, which his Lordſhip had 
been able to diſcern; and, in a very few _ 
ſeconds, they drove into a handſome paved 


court. -. 


« We are arrived, my Lord,” faid the 
Savoyarde, © and I am exceſſively obliged 
to you for the honour you have done me; but 
you muſt alight. The carriage ſtopt at a 
flight of ſteps, which led to the principal | 
entrance. The houſe door was immediately 
opened, His Lordſhip alighted firſt, while 
the Savoyarde ſaid ſomething in a very low 
voice, to her female companion, who inſtantly 
ſtepped our of the coach, and hurried into the 
houſe, ſeemingly in no ſmall buſtle. The 
Savoyarde apparently wiſhed to delay 
time; pretended to be feeling about the 
coach for ſomething ; then alighted very 
lowly, and aſcended the ſteps with equal 
deliberation, though ſhe ſec ned very much 
agitated, Now does ſhe repent of the part 

5 ſne 
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ſhe has undertaken, thought Henry; or is 
ſhe afraid of being diſcovered by her huſ- 
band? yet, in the latter caſe, ſhe would cer- 
tainly not have brought me home; then, if 
ſhe really meant to ſhew him her face, why 
did ſhe not unmaſk in the carriage, which he 
had frequently preſſed her to do, but in vain, 
She had again taken his arm, and they now 

proceeded ſlowly,” and in filence, acroſs a 
very large hall; then entered a very hand- 

Tome ſaloon. The Lady now let go of his 
arm, and opened a door to the right, which 
led into a moſt elegant little dreſſing- room. 
She walked in firſt; Henry, who was cloſe 
behind her, heard a ſort of buſtle within, and 
caught a glimpſe of ſome female making her 
exit wy 4 an oppolite door. 


ce Walk in my kind friend, +: aid the 
Savoyarde, | 


Hie did as he was deſired. She begged 
him to be ſeated, and to excuſe her for a few 
; . minutes; 


MYSTERIOUS WIE. 


| 217 


minutes; but her emotion vas now ſo geeat, 
ſhe ſeemed to have oe difficulty to ſpeak 
diſtinctly. Henry did not feel himſelf much 

at his eaſe, nor in a very enviable ſituation, 
though he ſcarcely knew what he had to 
dread; he however bowed in ſilence 
to his myſterious companion. who imme- 
diately retired. He looked round him as 
ſoon as he was alone. The apartment was 
handſomely furniſhed, though not in the 
modern ſtyle. He approached the chimney 
with ſome precaution, and admired ſome - 
very fine views of Lorraine, hung over 
it, when he thought he heard ſomething move 
very near him; he turned haſtily round, and 
was very near catching up a pair of tongs 
which ſtood cloſe to his hand; hut upon an 
accurate ſurvey of the ſurrounding objects, 
he only perceived ſomething white lying 
upan a little ſofa, which ſtoad in à nitch, 

or receſs in the wall, to che leſt of the 
fire place; he therefore concluded: he might 


very ſafely venture to approach it unarmed, 
vol. IV. . | to 
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to ſee ke it was that ſtirred; a ſecond little 
buſtle induced him to ſeize one of the lights, 


and advance with cautious ſteps. He put by | 


a {ilk curtain, which half concealed the object 
he was come in ſearch of, and diſcovered a 
child, wide awake, who inſtantly put out its 


little hands to be taken up. All Henry's 


_ doubtful fears vaniſhed at this unexpected 
ſight: he had always been very fond of 
children, therefore putting down the light 


he held, he ſaid, 


. 3 my ſweet fellow,” its dreſs 
| denoted its ſex; © How came you to be 
awake at this time of night? a ſpoiled child 
ſuppoſe, who would not 80 to bed till 
er came home.“ 


| A he Aude fellow os much pleaſed, 
and not at all ſtartled by the ſight of a ſtranger. 
He ſeemed about atwelve-month old. Henry 
took him in his arms, and aſked him if he 
could walk; 


anſwer 


but as he did not underſtand his 
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anſwer to this queſtion, he took him towards 
the lights, and ſeated himſelf, with the child 
upon his knee. He was very elegantly 
dreſſed; his countenance was peculiarly inte- 
reſting, and ſeveral beautiful little ringlets 


peeped from under his cap, and hung over 


his forehead. Henry aſked him if he would 
kiſs him; the child inſtantly preſented its 
little mouth. Youare the ſweeteſt fellow 


I ' eyer ſaw; Where is mamma?“ The 
child looked round him, and anſwered as 
well as it was able, but Henry could not 
comprehend his meaning. Still very curi- 


ous, as may be ſuppoſed, he ſaid, “ and 


papa, where is he.“ The little fellow was 


inſtantly in a great buſtle, hunting round 
him, at laſt pulled out from under his frock 


(which Henry, not being much accuitomed 
to nurſing, had tumbled round him) a mi- 


niature picture, ſuſpended from a ribbon 


round his waiſt; he put it into Henry's hand, 


and faid very plainly, . Papa. 


WP OS: . Henry 


— —— — —U— — —— a 


— 
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Henry inſtantly recognized his own fea- 
tures, and the picture he had ſent his Joſe- 


phine. A fort of ſhivering thrilled through 


every vein, and he became ſo agitated, he 
was almoſt afraid he ſhould drop the child; 
to prevent which, he claſped him to his 
boſom with both arms, and the little urchin, 
ſenſible of his affectionate embrace, hung 


round his neck, as if eager to return it. 


Tears of joy immediately ſucceeded the 
agreeable ſurpriſe of the enraptured father; 
they dropped upon the child's face, which 
made him raiſe his eyes, and take his frock 
'to wipe away theſe true effuſions of paternal 


 4ove. 


« Thou adorable little 'cherub,” ſaid 
Henry, in a ſort of ſtifled ecftacy, am 1 
thus bleſſed ?” and again preſſed him to his 
boſom. He next examined every feature, 
and thought he traced a very ſtrong reſem- 
blance of his Juſephine in his infant face, and 
inſtantly —— he was under her roof; 
| but 


da) 


child. He talked to the ſweet little fellow 3 


in this ſtate of ſuſpenſe for near a quarter of 
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but how could ſhe have concealed: herſelf 
from him and the Marquis fo near Paris, and 

what could be her reaſon ſor having choſe ta 


conceal their marriage aſter the birth of this 


tried to make him fenfble of his love, and 
again aſked for mamma. The child ſeemed 
infinite ly better acquainted with Papa, a2 ha 
always ſhewed him the picture in anſwer ta 
his queſtions, and tald him who it was, Av 
Henry's paternal tranſports abated, his anxiety 
tu ſee the mother of this truly lovely child 
increaſed. His: eyes were alternately fined 
upon his fon and the door, as he fully expect - 
ed each ſucceeding moment would gratify 
his now ardent expectations. He remained 


an hour, when he heard s foorſtep, which 
ſeemed approaching very ſlowly. Her agi- 
tation has been too much for her, thaught 
Henry, rifing, wu his fon in his arms. 
The door apened, and à lady, whaſe face 
he well remembered, made her appearance. 
I Madame 


5 
=—_— 
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Madame de Werne the amiable Canoneſs, 
who had been - his nurſe at Remiremont. 
Henry, by nd means prepared for ſuch a 
diſappointment was half breathleſs, and 
unable to ſpeak for forme ſeconds, but looked 
at his ſon, and chen at the Canoneſs, as if 
for an explanatiom The child held out his 
little arms, and tried to expreſs his joy at 


 — ſeeing ben, which convinced Henry they 


were no ftrangers to each other; yet he dare 
not flatter himſelſ ſhe was the herald of joy- 
ful tidings, as a ſolemn dejection was viſible 
upon every ſeature. He advanced a few 
paces,” and felt his legs tremble under him, 
while he hoped he had the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing Madame de Verneuil well. She curtſied 
her reply, and flinging herſelf into the firſt 
chair ſne came to, burſt into a violent flood 
of tears. The child ſtruggled to go to her; 
me raiſed her head, took him in her arms, 
preſſed him to her boſom, and when able to 

ſpeak, ſaid, Sweet baby, may you ſoon be 
able to conſole your ——.“ She could not 
finiſh her phraſe. | 9 ps 


Henry, 
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Henry, who had remained ſtanding before 
her, was almoſt petrified, but faid, in a tone 
ſufficiently expreſſive of the agitation of his 
mind, „What can you mean, | my . dear ; 
madam ; your grief has prepared me for the 
moſt dreadful ridings: dare I aſk if my Joſe- ' 
phine ſtill lives? you are certainly acquainted | 


with our ſecret.” 


« The Princeſs de Bete is s a5 well 2 
as can be expected, all things . my 


Lord.“ 


e What of that Lady, my dear hn ; 
I enquired after the mother of this ſweet '» 


boy. 1» 


Lord.” 


« You aftoniſh me, my deaialt: Madama ; 
that amiable Princeſs is then my wife amT 


They are one and the ſame perſon, my 


ſo fortunate.” a1 + 


Madame ſhook. ber head, and fall, © You. 
have long been accuſtomed to diſappoint. 


ments, my Lord, and I hope your fortitude ; 


L 4 will 
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will enable you to bear with patience the 


moſt ſerious one you have yet experienced. 


1 am forry to ſay, I am not the bearer of 


agreeable tidings; ſtill I hope this ſweet 


pledge of my charming friend's love, will, in 


ſome meaſure, ſerve to conſole you under your 
_ misfortunes; the Princeſs and J have long 


foreſeen, without being able to avert, the 


| ſevere ſtrokes of fate. 


At preſent 1 am unable to under- 
ſtand you, my dear Madam,” ſaid Henry ; 
& axe you the Lady I met at the Prince 


gde , and whom I accompanied from 
Paris?“ 


« The fame, my Lord, td have to entreat 


your pardon for my ſtrange conduct upon 


this occaſion; but I wiſhed to farprife you 
with the fight of this lovely infant, before I 


entered upon the arduous taſk I have under- 
taken. There are errors, my Lord, our 
church, or rather churchmen, will not for- 


ge; the Prineeſs de Beaufremont thought 
dee eee eee e 
| heart 


: 
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heart and hand; when ſhe beſtowed bath 
upon the man of her choice, her haſty, and 1 
am ſorry to fay, very imprudent ftep, has, 
and is ſtill, likely to coſt her very dear: but 
ſhe particularly defired me not to dwell upon 


her miſery; your own heart, the is eon- 
vinced, will enable you to judge of her feel- 


ings upon ſo trying an occafion; how infi- 


nitely happier will you be, in comparifon I n 


mean, as you will always have this living 


image of your Joſephine before your eyes; 
while ſhe, who would ſacrifice her life to 
encreaſe the felicicy of either, is doomed, 
by the unfeeling decrees of aur church; to 
become, in ſome reſpects, a ſource of miſery 


to both. All her hopes of again ſceing the 


choſen of her heart, are vaniſned. No more 
will you meet in this world.“ Bees + 


Here Madame pause and wiped her eyes. 


Henry remained motionleſs: the chair he 


fat 1 in ſeemed 3 under him: to OE all 


- 
a 4 
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his ford hopes thus blaſted, and in one mo- 

ment to ſink from ſuch a ſhort lived ſtate oſ 
- felicity into deſpair, had nearly proved 
too much ſor all his fortitude. He had for 
ſome time endeavoured to perſuade himſelf 
Joſephine was in a great meaſure become 
indifferent to him, but now found he had 
miſtaken pique for want of love. Her con- 
duct no longer ſtruck him as blameable; her 
errors, admitting ſne had been guilty of any, 
aroſe from attachment to him; beſides, 
the was the mother of the ſweet boy he had 
juſt before preſſed with ſuch anxious tender- 
nels to his n | '; | | 


Madame.de Weng Snigds not attempt to 
mention conſolation juſt then; ſhe leant over 
the child ſhe had long been doatingly fond of, 


| while her tears evinced her ſincerity, and how 


much ſhe participated, in the grief of both 
his parents. The ſweet fellow ſeeing her wipe 
her eyes, and the big drops chafing each 
; her * down his fond father's cheeks, 

wt; | looked 


C * 
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alas at them in turns, till his little heart 
participated in their grief, and overflowed, at 


his eyes. His father caught him once more 


in his arms, and preſſed him to his boſom, + 


and ſeemed to regain ſome ſmall degree of; - 


compoſure, while. he contemplated, - with 2 
rapture, . the offipriog of his ſtill-· adored | 
Joſephine, i is 


Madame ſmiled through her tears at the, 
tranſports the young father's countenance 
diſplayed, and ſaid, & time and reflection will . 
do much in your favour, my Lord, and will 


enable you, I hope, to transfer great part of © 1 


the affection you ſtill bear the ill-fated Prin- : 
ceſs de Beaufremont upon her lon.” % 


Hens — * rather recoverdd Hom the, 8 
firſt violent paroxyſms of his Slick, turned | 
towards her, ſaying, | 


« I am till ſtrangely i in the . 0 * 5 | 


| Madam, though my heart would not allow 
L 6 x me 
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me to miſinterpret your meaning; I am 
deomed- to linger out my exiſtence at a 
diſtafice from the woman I accompanied to 
che altar; but why or wherefore, or by what 
ſtrange and unexampled authority we are 
thus ſeperated, I am ſtill to learn. Has the 
Printefs willingly forſaken her huſband and 
child? Was not the ceremony which took 
place at Spa, binding? Why, in that caſe, 
cid ſhe kerp me thus long in a ſtate of 
undertain expectation? What are the proſ- 
pets of this charming child to be, if ſhe is 
not my wife? But who ſhall force me to 
renounce the title ſhe has given me a legal 
night to aſſume? If ſhe no longer loves me, 
honour and maternal affection ought to keep 
her true do her plighted vows. For pity fake, 
— ſtill wonderful myſtery.” 


3; v5 Bas wing my amiable friend, my 
Lord, when you doubt either her love or 
her honour ; When The gave you her hand, 

2 Hovght, as J before faid, ſhe was ſuffi- 
6 ciently 
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ciently at liberty to follow the dictates of her 
excellent heart ; ſhe certainly, in an affair of 
ſuch moment, acted with infinitely too much 
precipitation; may the forced ſeperation from 
all ſhe holds dear in the world, expiate the 
error ſhe was then guilty of. Your generous 
offers would certainly have enabled her to 
brave all her perſecutors, but ſhe dreaded 
the natural conſequence of ſuch conduct; 
you could not, with any degree of propriety, _ 
in ſuch a caſe, have preſented her to your 
friends, and ſhe would have thought it flying 
in the face of her Maker. The Princeſs is 
Abbeſs of Remiremont ; this I need not have 
told your Lordſhip; ſhe was promoted to 
that dignity about three years fince, having, 
ol courſe, taken the neceſſary vows upon that 
occaſion ; ſtill, when ſhe offered her hand to 
your Lotdſhip, ſhe hoped, in a very ſhort 
time, to be releaſed from her religious duties, 
as there are many inſtances of diſptnſations 
being granted upon fimilar occaſions; but her 
high rank, immenſe fortune, and above all, 
x her 
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her having unfortunately. deviated from the 
regular path, and beſtowed her hand upon a 
foreigner, before ſhe was at liberty to 
take ſuch a ſtep, has raiſed her many ene- 
mies. By her confeſſer's advice, ſhe revealed 
ber marriage to Cardinal de. B-—, who 
inſiſted upon her making it known to. the 
Pope; and her relations, who, anxious to 
prevent her from beſtowing her fortune upon 
a perſon, whom they deemed an alien, pre- 
vented her from ſucceeding in the neceſſary 
application to obtain a releaſe from her vows, 
and of courſe rendered her marriage null 
and veid: indeed, his Holineſs pronounced 
that judgment, and by way of what he deems 
a ſlight puniſhment for her error, he has for- 
bidden her leaving her Abbey during the 
ſpace of twelve · months, and has ſtrictly pro- 
hibited her receiving any viſiters, and parti- 
cularly from correſponding with you, my 
Lord; to whom, in conformity to his will, 
ſhe now delivers the fruit of your inauſpi- 


cious union. 1 have been honoured with hex 
| confidefice 
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confidence ever ſince her return from Spa, 
and wiſh to return to our chapter as ſpeedily 
as poſſible, becauſe I know ſhe will be all 
impatience to learn how I have acquitted | 
myſelf of the diſagreeable taſk, friendſhip 
for you both (for your | Lordſhip won my 
eſteem during your ſhort ſtay at Remiremont) 
induced me to undertake. .. The malice of 
the Princeſſes enemies has been in a great 
meaſure defeated ; for they applied to the 


Grand Monarque, in hopes he would deprive - 


her of at leaſt half her immenſe revenues in 
their favour, in conſideration of the im- 
prudent ſtep ſhe had taken; their ayarici- 
ous proſpects were, however, totally defeated; | 
they were not even able to prevent her. diſ- 
poling of ſome part of her eſtates, which ſhe 


has done in favour of her ſon ; but I have a I 


packet to. deliver, which will explain this 
matter perfectly to your ſatisfaction, and 
convince you, though this lovely boy is 
deprived of his juſt inheritance, he will be 
en provges * Your. mare as T 


have 


V. 
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have already rold you, has been Ubeimea 
invalid at the time of the ceremony, and has 
ſince been privately ſet aſide by Papal autho- 
rity. His Holineſs, the Grand Moaarque, 
Cardinal de B——, the Princeſs's Confeſſor, 
and two or three of her neareſt relations, who 
will now be heirs to her remaining eſtates, 
are the only people acquainted with your 
hitherto, and even till ſecret union, which 
through a concurrence of unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances, may almoſt be deemed fatal at 


leaſt to the Parties concerned,” _ 


Henry had liftened in ſilence to this diſ- 
treffing explanation ; his ſon had ſoon forgot 


all his little troubles. and had fallen into a 


profound ſleep in his fond father's arms, who 
now looked at him, ſaying, Sweet fellow, 
and am IJ forever deprived of thy lovely 
mother, by a cruel harſh decree, to which 


;3 ſuperiour power forces me to ſubmit: but 
was not ſhe infinitely more cruel, not to 
accept my offers; her riches we neither of 

Y 1 | . 5 us 
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* had enough for both; what plea- 
ſure to have watched over your growing vir- 
tues; liſtened to your innocent prattle, and 


ſeen the lovely infant riſe by degrees into 


manhood.” 
« We muſt not difpute the will of the 
Pope, my dear friend,” faid Madame de 
Vernevil ; © could we doubt his ſupremacy, 
what would become of our religion,” _ 


Henry had nearly ſent the Pope to the 
— but reflected juſt in time, in whoſe 
company he was, therefore ſuppreſſed his 
phraſe, and aſked Madame when ſhe had leſt 
Remiremont. 


« Nine dye ago, my Lord,“ ſaid ſhe, 
* and I have been five in this houſe, which 
belongs to the Princeſs. She knew your 
Lordſhip was at Paris, anxiouſly expecting 
to ſee or hear from her, as ſhe had aſſured 
you, ſhe would no longer defer coming to 
the long wiſhed for explanations. She made 
preparations 


— 
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preparations fer the worſt before ſhe was in 


ſome reſpects confined, when ſhe found what 
difficulties were likely to ariſe ; and I was 


the only perſon to whom ſhe choſe to truſt 
her precious charge; ſhe knew I ſhould 
deliver him ſafe into his father's arms. She 
laid me down a plan which I was, to follow, if 
_ circumſtances permitted me, as ſhe particu- 

larly wiſhed you ſhould be intereſted for her 


ſon before you heard my melancholy tale. 


Her plan was very different to the one I 
adopted; but my relationſhip. to the Prince 
of ***, offered me an opportunity of intro- 


8 you to your little Henry, I could not 


reſiſt. J have now fulfilled all my friends 
wiſhes, but to part from that lovely fellow 
will coſt me a great deal; I have ſeen him 

moſt days ſince his birth, and he ſincerely 
returns my affection; would it were per- 
mitted me to watch over his {till helpleſs 
infancy ; ; but I ought not to murmur; is not. 
his mother deprived of ſo delightful. an em- 
ployment, though ſo much more proper for 


Ge taſk. 
He 


- chic 
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He has been brought up by a Swiſs woman, 


in a ſmall houſe within half a league f 


Remiremont. His nurſe does not even | 


know who is his mother; I made every 
arrangement, and the good woman was. not 


inquiſitive ;, ſhe was handſomely paid, and, : 


either the Princeſs or myſelf ſaw him every | 
day. Here is the packet, my Lord, I was to 
deliver with your fon, whom! will take care of 


ill you have arranged your future plans. I do 


not wiſh to hurry you out of this kingdom ; 


ſtill I own I rather flatter myſelf, when it ' 
publickly known you have left France, the, 


Princeſs will be permitted to viſit her nume- 
rous friends and acquaintance the ſame as 
formerly, and ſhe will certainly ſtand . i 

in need of ſuch comfort. 15 3 oo 


The 8 idea that my departure may be 
in the ſlighteſt degree conducive to the Prin- FF 
ceſs de Beaufremont's happinels, will certain- 
ly induce me to ſet out as ſpeedily. as poſſible. 

hd I muſt 
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I before - mentioned. Cannot you write 


F muſt endeavour to procure a teſts 
do take care of the child; I preſume his Swiſs 
nurſe would object to going to England.“ 
el left her at:Remiremont, my Lord; 
my own maid has now the charge of the 
child ; I would therefore certainly adviſe 
you to look out for ſome proper perſon to 
ſupply her place.” 
That l mean to do immediately, Ma- 
dme, as you vill then be at liberty to return 
to your amiable friend, to whom I mean to 
write, as I preſume this packet will require an 
anſwer.” 
1 hardly know, my Lord, whether I 
dare venture to be the bearer of ſuch a letter, 
acquainted as I am with the prohibition 


your ſentiments to me; I will not open the 


lerter but in my friend's preſence, and you 
may ſometimes repeat this experiment, which 


will enable the Princaſs to wy you never 
| treat | 


Henry 
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Henry promiſed to conform to her wiſhes, 


though he hardly knew whether ſuch a 


ſcheme would mect the approbation of his 
lovely Joſephine. 


Madame took the ſleeping cherub, ſaying, 
With his father's permiſſion, ſhe would now - 
put him to bed. | 


He readily acquieſced- in her wiſhes, 
being very anxious to read his packet. 


The moment he was alone he broke the 
ſeal. The firſt things that preſented them- 
ſelves to his view, where, different orders 
for money which had been ſent to Eng- 
land, through different channels, not to 
create any ſuſpicions; and a draft for a 
lirge ſum that was ſtill in the hands of 
her banker at Pans. Altogether Henry 
found his ſon would be amply provided - 
for, to refuſe theſe ſolid proofs of maternal 
love would be abſurd, he thought, and 
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would del add to the afflition of this 
amiable woman, whoſe anxiety reſpecting 
bher ſon, endeared her more than ever to 
Henry; who then n to read as 


follows. 


+ 
% & . 
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Mr deareſt and ſtill beloved Henry, 
little did Jever think I ſhould fit down to 
write you a final adieu; to cloſe a corre- 
ſpondence which has been my only conſolation 
ſince we parted at Spa, never to meet again. 
How little did 1 then foreſee ſuch an event ! 
I dare not even implore your pity, for I cer- 
tainly deceived you; in many reſpects I was 
not at liberty when I gave you. my hand; 
therefore the moſt partial of my friends mult 
— me of having acted with unpardonadle 
precipitation. 
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precipitation. I know I have deprived my 
child of his Inheritance, and even caſt a ſtigma 
upon his birth; ſtill I am ſure he will not be 
' leſs dear to your generous heart. May the 
lovely angel prove 'your laſting conſolation 
is my moſt fervent prayer. I have dene all 
in my power to make him amends for my 
unpardonable crimes, for ſuch I am aſſured 
mine have Deen, I have a thouſand things 
to ſay, yet am perfectly at a loſs where to 
begin. Madame de Verneuil, from whom you 
will receive this voluminous packet, is ac- 
quainted with all my ſecrets, and will ſatisfy 
you upon any point J may omit to men- 
tion. Baron Falkenheim, your former wor- 
thy commander, i is alſo among my intimate 
friends. | Your 'ſhort reſidence at Remire- 
mont, before you viſited him at Nancy, 
probably led him to mention my name. I 
flatter myſelf I once ſtood very high in that 
excellent man's good opinion ; but, were he 
acquainted with.my late imprudent ſtep, he 
would moſt likely condemn me as ſeverely as 

| many 


| many of my other friends have done. Before 
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you receive this packet you will have learned 


my name and ſituation in life; and it may 
now be neceſſary to ſay ſomething concerning 


my family, and early expectations. 


e My father, the late Prince de Beaufre- 


mont, had only one ſon, and the unfortunate 
victim of parental and papal authority, who 


now addreſſes you. As all the Prince's hopes 


centered in his. ſon, he early devoted me to 
a life of ſecluſion; yet fancied he ſhewed 
me great indulgence -in not requiring me 
to take the veil, At. ſixteen I became a 
Canoneſs of the Abbey of Remiremont; 
my father decided, if I did not meet with a 
ſuitable match during that interval (that is, 
a man of very great rank, who would accept 
my hand without a fortune) I ſhould take 
my laſt vows when I attained my five-and- 
twentieth year. About three years ago the 


| Princeſs de Montfermeil, my predeceſſor in 


the high poſt I now hold, departed this -life 


*S. - 
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for a better. My father, eager to provide 

for me without diminiſhing his darling ſon's 
fortune, employed all his intereſt to procure 
me, what he termed, ſo defirable a ſituation, 


The late Pope, the amiable Ganganelh, eaſily 
granted me the neceſſary diſpenſations my 
youth made requiſite. I took my laſt vows, 
and became Abbeſs of Remiremont, at an 
age when was hardly ſenſible of the bleſ- 
ſings of liberty, and as ambition was then 


my predominant paſſion, it never was more 


amply gratified; but, wichin ſix months after 
I had placed, what has proved an inſur- 
mountable bar between me and happineſs in 


this world, my brother paid the debt of 
nature. My father was inconſolable for his 


loſs, and too late repented having ſhewn me fo 
little affection. He paid me, one viſit after 
my brother's deceaſe, and informed me he 
meant to make an application to the Court 


of Rome to releaſe me from vows, it was 


no longer his intereſt to enforce, and that he 
ſhould then look out for a ſuitable match 
5 for 


„ œ f 
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| for the heireſs to the houſe of Beaufremont; _ - 
but grief had preyed too deeply upon his 


mind to permit him to execute this and many 
other projects he had formed for my future 
aggrandizemenr. He followed my brother 
to the grave in. the courſe of two months 
after his death. Thus at three- and- twenty 
became Princeſs de Beaufremont, and in 
poſſeſſion of the various large eſtates annexed 
to that ancient and honourable title. This 
unexpected revolution of courſe produced a 
very great one in my mind: I ſoon came to 
a determination to reſign my title of Abbeſs 
in favour of ſome Lady more in need of the 
revenues thereunto annexed; but, if I did 
marry, to make love the foundation of ſuch 
an union. I had come to a reſolution to 
ſpend the time of my mourning at my 
Chapter-houſe, and then to pay ſome of my 
female relations a viſit; and if I could engage 
any of them to accompany me to viſit Italy 
and Germany before I parted with my liberty. 
a ſecond time, While I was revolving theſe 

M 2 gel and 


244 MYSTERIOUS WIFE, 


+ and various other plans for the future in my 
mind, Baron Falkenheim paid me a viſit of 
condolence. | 


Among other things, for the ſake of con- 
verſation (or, to do him more juſtice, I believe 
he felt himſelf truly intereſted in your fate, 
my Henry;) he mentioned havingult received 
a young Engliſhman into his regiment, in 
- whoſe praiſe he launched out with a warmth 

that did honour to his diſcernment. 
My curioſity was ſtrongly excited, and I 
began very ſeriouſly to wiſh, I could ſee 
the perſon in whoſe cauſe he ſeemed fo 
zealous. — A few artful inquiries induced 
him to enter into ſeveral minute details J 
wiſhed to be acquainted with; and your being 
the intimate friend of the Marquis D'Orcy, 
whole amiable character and diſpoſition 1 
was perfectly acquainted with from report, 
prepoſſeſſed me very much in your favour ; 
but it would be uſeleſs to ſay any more upon 
; that 
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that ſubject. However I underſtood, in the 
_ farewel viſit the Baron paid me before he 
left this part of the country, that his favourite 
Enghihman and the Marquis D'Orcy were 
going to Spa; and it inſtantly ſtruck me 1 
could gratify my curioſity without any body's 
ſuſpecting my deſign. I was convinced, 
from the deſcription the' good Baron had 
given me, 1 ſhould eaſily diſcover the objeR 
of my ſearch ; and as I had determined only 
to marry for love, I thought an Engliſhman 
might make quite as good a huſband as a 
- countryman of my own ; thus I ſet out for 
Spa half in love with the elegant Henry 
Weſthorpe even before I had ſeen him. — 
The firſt time I had that pleaſure was by 
mere accident: I had been at Spa near a 
fortnight before the Marquis and you arrived 
there, I had ſet a faithful ſervant to make 
the neceſſary inquiries ; but almoſt began to 
deſpair of gratifying the ſentiment that had 
induced me to take ſo long a journey, when 
one morning, on my return from. the Foun- 
M 3 tain, 
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tain, I met you and your friend. You both 


ſtruck me as being Engliſhmen at firſt,” and 


I muſt own you ſo infinitely ſurpaſſed, in my 
opinion, the animated deſcription the Baron 
had given me of his favourite young ſoldier, 
I began to think I had half diſpoſed of my 
heart to a total ſtranger, when 1 diſcovered 
vou were the Henry Weſthorpe, I came ſo 
fully prepared to admire and eſteem. My 
officious country man would be acquainted 

with me whether I would or no; and while 
J liſtened to his inceſſant talk, I ſecretly 
admired the modeſt diffidence of his amiable 
friend, and thought, if the mind and figure 
did but correſpond, I would unite my fate 
with yours, provided you did not refuſe my 
offers under the reſtrictions I ſoon planned; 
but, before I made any ſuch offers, I thought 
it would be proper to return to my Abbey, 
and to. make my intentions of giving up the 
elevated poſt I hold, known to the ſociety I 

am till doomed to command; but I had no 


: ſooner formed the reſolution than a thouſand 
* 
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filly fears and doubts impelled me to take 
the fatal ſtep we have both ſuch reaſon to 
deplore. I fancied you would leave Spa 
before I could poſſibly return; ſome more 
amiable woman, under no religious reſtraint, 
might fall in your way, and, like me, might 
feel inclined to do you equal juſtice, | 


« Thus I wavered between hope and 
fear, intending every ſucceeding interview 
ſhould be the laſt, and as conſtantly changing 
my mind, till I began to flatter myſelf I was 
beloved. This diſcovery put my reaſon to 
flight, and I determined-to purſue the plan I 
put in execution. I know I exacted very 
unwarrantable promiſes from you. My fears 
of a premature diſcovery and critical ſitua» 
tion are the only excuſes I can alledge for 
my ſtrange conduct; beſides, as I was really 
ſilly enough to be afraid of being laughed 
at, I wiſhed, knowing money can command 
any thing in any country, to have raiſed you 
to the higheſt rank in the French army before 
M 4 "So 
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I made our marriage public. Fate you know 
deranged all thoſe wiſe plans, and every other 

J had then formed. I need not tell you with 
what regret I bid adieu to the Duchy of 
Liege; but I was reſolved to return to 
Remiremont, and by degrees raiſe every 
- obſtacle that impeded our public re-union, 


« Fortune ſoon ſmiled upon you, my 
amiable friend ; and you then convinced me 
you far ſurpaſſed me in point of generoſity. 
Tou now know why I could not accept 
your noble offers. I wiſhed to-proceed with 
caution in an affair that ſo deeply concerned 
my future happineſs, and to repair, if poſſible, 
my - firſt imprudence; but before I could 
make the neceſſary applications to our Holy 
Father I found myſelf with child, I therefore 
choſe to poſtpone what ought to have pre- 
' ceded our marriage till after I was brought 
to bed. Madame de Verneuil, and. another 
kind friend, were my ſole confidants ; and 
they alone know at this moment I am bleſſed 

- with 
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vith a ſon; but I no ſooner found myſelf in 
this ſituation than I. became all anxiety once 
more to behold: my dear Henry, and to viſit - 
the country you then inhabited, I enjoyed an 
excellent ſtate of health, and entertained 
none of thoſe weak : apprehenſions ſo often 
the attendants of our ſex: I therefore re- 
ſolved to viſit England privately. My fa- 
ther's death had made me a true woman of 
buſineſs, and my family affairs often called 
me to Paris. Madame de Verneuil was my 
general travelling companion; illneſs pre- 
vented her from accompanying me to Spa: 
would ſhe had, ſhe might have induced me 

by her prudence to have built my happineſs 
upon a more ſolid foundation. She readily 
agreed to attend me to Great-.Britain, - I 
ſpent upwards of a fortnight in London, 
drove every day paſt Cleveland-houſe, and, 
having bribed one of Sir William's inferior 
ſervants, I eaſily learned all your movements. 
You will now, I dare ſay, no longer be at a 


loſs to account for the diſappearance of the 
M5 | Lady 
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Lady with the thick veil from the play, nor 
for the ſtrange viſit you received at Mon- 
treuil. My preſent ſufferings almoſt equal 


muy paſt pleaſure. With what delight did I 


then look forward to an old age of bliſs 
How miſerably are all my hopes over- 
thrown! You were now, in every reſpect, 
my equal in the eyes of the world. You 
had ever been ſo in mine; I had therefore 
only to free myſelf from my vows, which I 
determined to do the moment I had laid in. 
My ſhort abſence from Remiremont excited 
neither ſuſpicion nor ſurpriſe. By the aſ- 
ſiſtance of my two excellent friends every 
precaution was taken to prevent my ſituation 
from being diſcovered ; ſuffice it to ſay, we 
ſucceeded to the utmoſt of our wiſhes. My 
apartment was very conveniently ſituated, 


4 and my confinement paſſed for a cold. My 


child was almoſt immediately ſent out of the 


- - houſe; but I had the inexpreſſible pleaſure 
bol ſeeing him brought up under my own 


eyes: however, the time draws near when I 
oy | | muſt 
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muſt part with the little angel, perhaps for 
ever. How I ſhall ſupport. the dreaded 
ſeparation when the painful moment arrives 
Heaven only knows; but I ſhall know he 
will be with his father; and can I ever 
| ſeparate their idea? Each will be the con- 
ſtant ſubject of my prayers. But now, my 


dear Henry, I am come to the moſt melan- _ 


choly part of my ſtory. I have been, per- 
haps, with infinite juſtice, [ſeverely blamed. 
Had my judges been Engliſhmen I am ſure 
I ſhould. have been acquitted, and at this 
moment, perhaps, in your arms. I was not 
to be ſo fortunate, yet J am aſſured all is for - 
the beſt, But to return to my tale. As 
ſoon as I was able to go abroad; I only 
thought of the moſt ſpeedy means of pre- 
ſenting my now darling ſon to his be- 
loved father. In caſes ſimilar to mine few 
Ladies ever experienced any difficulty in ob- 
taining a diſpenſation from their vows. We 
are not Nuns you know, nor expoſed to the 
penance of a monaſtic life. An Abbey of 

M 6 Canoneſs's 
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Canoneſs's is only looked upon as an eligible 

retreat for young women of faſhion till they 
marry; or as a title, giving them a certain 
rank in life if they remain ſingle. Money 1 
veainly hoped would remove every obſtacle, 
and expected in two months to be able to 
leave my Abbey with honour. Much about 
this time you were, for a ſhort period, an 
inhabitant of the ancient pile. Surely the 
ſelf-denial I exerted upon that occaſion ought 
to have met with a better reward, My 
Confeſſor, whom you muſt remember, as he 
gave us to each other, excellent man, ad- 
viſed me, under the ſeal of confeflion, to 
make my caſe known to my couſin the Car- 
dinal de B-—, Unfortunately I followed 
this advice, and to that I owe all my ſubſe- 
quent misfortunes. Hitherto the Cardinal 
had always appeared one of my beſt friends ; 
intereſt I am afraid made him my enemy. 


My eſtates, if I die ſingle, are to revert to 


nephew of his. He poſitively refuſed me 
op, referred me to the Pope, and 
dcclared 
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declared he ſhould eſteem it a ſin to intereſt 
himſelf in my behalf; T therefore made the 
cuſtomary application upon ſuch occaſions 
to the Prime Miniſter and the Pope's Nuncio 
at the French Court. A conſiderable time 
Elapſed before I got an anſwer from either, 
and when they did come they were very un- 
ſatisfactory; and I ſoon perceived great inte- 
reſt was making to prevent me from ſuc- 
ceeding to my wiſhes, Freſh ſeruples aroſe 
every day; but my friend will be more able 
to enter into theſe melancholy details than 1 
am. Suffice it to ſay, the negociation ended 
in the diſſolution of our marriage and my 
confinement. My eſtates they have not been 
able to deprive me of; and if I wiſh for 
life, it is to prevent the mercenary wretches 
from enjoying what I meant to have diſpoſed 
of in part in their favour before I made my 
marriage publicly known; however, for fear 
any thing ſhould happen to me, as life is 
very uncertain, I have incloſed a trifle for 
our fon; and from time to time I intend to 
| | contribute 
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contribute my mite towards his future ſup- 
port and eſtabliſhment in life. He cannot 
be legally acknowledged as your heir any 
more than mine I ſuppoſe ; nor do I wiſh he 
ſhould ; let him be brought up in your per- 
ſuaſion: I ſhould rejoice much more to learn 
he was a good man than a good Catholic. 
This may appear ſtrange doctrine, my Henry, 
in a perſon who is taught to believe © Hors 
de PEgliſe point de ſalut; however, I am 
not ſo uncharitable. Now I can eaſily 
gueſs, my friend; what your advice would 
bez; but what happineſs could I expect in your 
charming country under ſuch circymſtances? 
I ſhould be a general object of contempt ; ; 
- baniſhed for ever from my native ſoil, and 
_ deſpiſed by all your friends and acquaintance: 
No, my Henry, though you may regret we 
have ever met, you ſhall never have to bluſh 
for me. To hear of your welfare, and of 
my charming boy, through the means of our 
joint friend, Madame de Verneuil, will conſti- 


ute my greateſſ felicity. Should I ſurvive this 
dreadful 


- 
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dreadful ſeparation many years, I hope ſome- 


times to be bleſſed with the ſight of my ſon. . © 
He has been long taught to love your inant= 


mate image ; and the firſt word he uttered 
was papa. The picture he conſtantly wears is 


an exact copy of the one you ſent me; ere this 


you will probably have ſeen it. Teach him to 
cheriſh the memory of his mother. I never 
dare venture to aſſume that title before his 
nurſe, nor has he ever addreſſed me by the 
tender title of mama. I moſt now refer 
you to my friend for any further explana- 
tions; indeed I am afraid you will find it 
difficult to read what. I have written, for my 
hands tremble, and my eyes overflow, while I 
ſign myſelf, for the laſt time, your Joſephine. 
« T am ſtrictly forbid henceforward either 
to ſee or correſpond with you, my Henry; 
therefore do not, moſt generous and moſt 
patient of men, tempt me to deviate from 
rules I muſt in future obey. Adieu once 
more; I cannot, will not, ſay for ever.“ 
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CHAP. XVIIL - 
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Mapane de Verneuil gave Henry full 
leiſure to peruſe the preceding letter: indeed 
be was reading it over for the third time win 
ie entered. Hardly knowing what he was 
about, he put the ſeveral ſheets into his 
boſom, and tried to recolle& himſelf; while 
the good Lady, in the moſt gentle accents, 
- tried to adminiſter ſome conſolation to 

his wounded mind. Henry felt gratified 
for her good intentions, though they fail- 
ed in the deſired effect; and as he wiſhed 
to 
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to be alone, he faid, © Within three days 5 
from the preſent moment, my dear Madam, 
I hope ] ſhall be able to relieve you from 


your infant charge, for I ſhall think every -. 


minute an age, that I ſpend on. this ſide of” 
the water; but I will now take my leave; 
early to-morrow morning I ſhall again in- 
trude upon your patience, as I have till a 
thouſand things to ſay, and as many queſ- 


tions to aſk, May J requeſt the uſe of . 1 


your carriage to convey me back to Paris.” 
I ſhall not offer to detain your Lord- 
ſhip,” faid Madame, © as I know the Mar- 
quis would be uneaſy ; and I hope his argu- 
ments and friendly conſolation will reconcile 
you, in ſome meaſure, to the ſevere diſpen- 
ſations of Providence. My carriage is in 
waiting, and I ſhall be very happy to ſee 
your * again as ſoon as it is conve- 
nient. - 


Henry immediately roſe, and after renew- 
ing his promiſe, to pay her an early viſit, and 
to 


my 
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ws to make every neceſſary arrangement for his 
n MT, took his leave. 


During his Fr to Paris, he revolved the 
contents of Joſephine's letter in his mind, 
cd the authors of their ſeperation, 


. e Far fo it falls out, . 
| .v That what we have, we prize not to the worth, 
RT. | While we r it; but being lacked and loſt, 
5 & Why, then we reck the value; ; then we find 
„ The virtue that poſſeſſion would not ſhew us 
46 hilt 1 it was ours. 


Ma. Shakeſpeare Much ado about Nothing. 


Thus it fared with Henry; his former 
love for. Joſephine was all revived by this 
unexpected event. He was now certain they 
ſhould never meet again. One moment he 
determined to ſet out poſt for Remiremont, 
to endeavour, by every tender entreaty, to 
prevail upon her to ſet the Pope's cruel 
orders at defiance, and accompany him to 
- England, A minute's reflection convinced 


- A 


* 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE, 259 


him of the folly of this wild project; ſuch 

an affair could not be concealed; and the 
Princeſs de Beaufremont would never be 
conſidered by his female friends as his wife ;—- 
and dare he flatter himſelf ſuch a woman would 
condeſcend to become his miſtreſs : No, he 
would remain faithful to her memory, and 
would dedicate his future life to the education 
of his infant ſon:— he was born in wedlock, 
and he would make him his heir ;—his eſtates 
he was at full liberty to diſpoſe of, and as for 
his title, it would never add to the lovely 
babe's happineſs. He would have him 
brought up under his own eye, at his ſeat in 

Cumberland. Still there would be many | 

inconveniences attending this plan; he muſt, 
for a few years, commit him to the care of 
one or more female attendants, whom he was 
very ill qualified to ſuperintend ; and he knew 
| of no perſon to whom he wiſhed to delegate 
ſo ſacred a truſt ; at laſt his ſecond mother, the 
worthy Mrs. Parker, came into his mind, 

and he determined to place his little Henry 

0p i 
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in her hands for the enſuing ſix years ;—ſhe 
would be delighted with ſuch a mark of his 
confidence, and it would afford him an op- 
portunity of paying them ſuch a ſum for their 
attention to his boy, which might induce 
them to give up the laborious part of their 
occupation, He had juſt formed this reſo- 
lution, when he drove into the court of the 
Hotel D'Orcy. The Marquis was not 
come home; he therefore proceeded into 
his own room, and ringing for his valet, 
gave him orders to look out immediately 
for an Engliſh or a Swiſs woman (but 
he ſhould prefer the former) perfectly ca- 
pable of undertaking the care of a child, 
about a twelvemonth old; whoever he met 
with muſt be exceedingly well recommended, 

and willing to leave Paris within the courſe 
of three days. If he met with any body, 
fully anſwering this deſcription, who were 
willing to engage themſelves for any length 
of time, very well; elſe, he only wiſhed 


her to accompany him, and the child, to 


Cleveland-Place. He would pay all their 
| expences 


K 
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expences back again, and reward them 


liberally for their trouble, 
Johnſtone aſſured his Lordſhip he would 
make an inquiry that very day among - 
all his acquaintance, and had very little doubt 
of meeting with a proper pr before 


evening. 


* 


Henry did not chuſe to enter into any - 
further explanation; he meant to have. his 
ſon brought up as his own, and for him to 
bear the name of Cleveland: in ſhort, to 
give all his friends to underſtand the real 
truth, that he was the fruit of a private mar- 
riage, contracted while he was in the French 
ſervice, which had been ſince, through. the 
influence of the lady's relations, ſet aſide. 


He had but juſt thrown off his Highland 
dreſs, and diſmiſſed Johnſtone, when the 
Marquis D'Orcy came home. He haſtened 
into the ſaloon to meet him. The Marquis 
Was 
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was in very high ſpirits, and began to rally 
Henry about the fair Savoyarde, faying, 
he little expected to have found him in his 


night gown and (h ppers at home. 


* a 


Henry did not feel at all inclined to join in 
his friend's mirth, which the Marquis ſoon 
perceived, and inſtantly aſked him very ſeri- 
ouſly, If any thing diſagreeable had occur- 
red ſince they dated. rats 
c T have been returned near an ow” 
ſaid Henry, © though I ſaw the Lady in 
queſtion ' home :—ſhe reſides at Neuilly, 
and there I was favoured with a hight of 


= her face..“ 


« But it does not ſeem to have pleaſed 
you,” ſaid the Marquis :—do tell me what 
has befel you: hope ſhe has not ſworn you 
to ſecrecy.” 

On the contrary, faid Henry, *I am 
no at full liberty to reveal every thing that 
paſſed between me and the lovely, but ill- 
fated Joſephine. That Lady was Madame 
oy + . de 
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de Verneuil, and I was once the huſband of 
the Princeſs de Beaufremont.“ 


« You aſtoniſh me, my rar Harry; I 
am all 1 impatience to know more. 


Henry immediately repeated all that paſſed 
between him and the amiable Canonneſs, 
and even gave his friend Joſephine's letter to 
read, 2 8 ; 


The Marquis peruſed it very attentively, 
then expreſſed his regret in the moſt feeling 
terms. = 


« Unfortunate amiable Joſephine,” he 
exclaimed, © ſurely thy numerous virtues 
made thee deſerving a better fate :—how hard 
to be thus puniſhed, becauſe you poſſeſſed 
too ſenſible a heart. How I long to ſee 
your ſon, my dear Henry ; what time ſhall 
you go to Neuilly; I muſt accompany you; 
I have long known and eſteemed Madam de 
Verneuil, But I ſhall never forgive Cardinal 


de 
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de B—; I have long thought him a fawn- 
ing ded hypocrite, and his late beha- 
viour fully juſtifies my ſuſpicions. May the 
charming g Joſephine outlive his nephew, and 


thus fruſtrate all his mercenary ſchemes. 
But you muſt not give way to unavailing. 


- regret, my Henry. I don't mean, in your 
_ preſent ſtate of mind, to teaze you with 
unfeeling trite common place conſolatory 
arguments ; the natural equanimity of your 
' temper, and your own good ſenſe, will teach 

you not to repine at the immutable decrees 
of fate. Make no filly raſh vows ; you are 
formed for ſociety, and muſt, in courſe of 
time, make a ſecond choice.” 
Allow me ſome time for reflection, 
Marquis, faid Henry; © I cannot either 
argue or reaſon with you at preſent ; but will 
vou add to.the numerous obligations you have 
laid me under, by accompanying me to 
England. I mean to leave Paris in three 
days at the fartheſt, and have already given 
Johnſtone orders reſpecting a proper nurſe 
r N for 
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for my ſon, _- will of courſe be my . 
ling companion.“ | 


„ ] have a very oreat wiſh to viſe 


Great-Britain, Henry, but I cannot ſet off 


ſo ſoon; in a ORE or three weeks, I * 
be able to attend you.“ 3 
tc I would very willingly wait your leiſure, 


Marquis,“ faid Henry; © but Madame de 


Verneuil gave me to underſtand the Princeſs 
will very likely be permitted to viſit and re- 


ceive her friends as uſual, when it is known 1 


have left France ; beſides, ſhe will not be 
able to ſpend more than a week at Neuilly 
herſelf; I will therefore, with your leave, 
precede you, and prepare every thing for 
your reception at Cleveland- Houſe, and you 
will, by this means, have. an opportunity of 


travelling with the Marſden family, who have 


often preſſed you to viſit them in England. 
« ] think your's is a very excellent 
arrangement, Henry, and who knows but! 
may find an opportunity to make an offer of 
my hand to Miſs Trevor's. You are not in 
VOL, IV. N . ſpirits 
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ſpirits to wiſh me ſucceſs, elſe I really begin. 
to think ſhe will exactly ſuit me. But ſup- 
poſe we now endeavour to forget the paſt and 
the future, by dedicating a few hours to Mor- 
pheus. I intend to riſe early, and we will ſet 
out for Neuilly as ſoon as we have break - 
faſted, for I am all impatience to ſee your 
ſon; ſo good night.“ 
They immediately retired, each to their 
reſpective apartments. Henry never once 
cloſed his eyes; Joſephine and his ſon pre- 
ſented themſelves in turn to his mind. He 
then reflefted upon the promiſe he had made 
his grandfather ; he was certainly at liberty, 
but then he placed no faith in Papal autho- 
rity, therefore he could not ſettle that point 
to his mind; and at all events he was deter- 
mined his Joſephine's ſon ſhould be his heir. 


He roſe long before the M arquis, who, 
"when he joined him, endeavoured to turn 
the converſation upon indifferent ſubjects, 
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and mentioned, among other things 10 had 
recollected ſince they ſeperated, he had an 
engagement at Verſailles that afternoon... . 


During their meal, Henry propoſed pay 
ing Baron Falkenheim a viſit, previous to 
their departure for Neuilly. Joſephine had 
mentioned him as one of her moſt intimate 
friends, in her letter; and as he had heard 
him ſpeak of the Princeſs de Beaufremont 
in a curſory manner at Nanci, he longed 
to hear his real opinion of her. He could 
eaſily ſtart the ſubject by reverting, to his own 


neſs, 


Fg 


e muſt not attempt to contradict you at 
preſent, Henry,” ſaid the Marquis, * elſe 
I could argue upon this ſubject, and I think 
to the purpoſe ; but you ſhall have your own 


_way, and I will Jeave the honour of your 


cure to your own good fenſe.” 


N 2 


F 9. 
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They were juſt going to ſet out, when the 
+ Preſident de Mirvaux was announced. 


ee What can that old fool want with 
me,” faid the Marquis; * if I was not 
curious to hear what excuſes he will make 
for his ſon's cowardice, I would not re- 
ceive him. Have you any abjeftion to 
his being ſhewn in?“ 

-,« I ſhall requeſt your permiſſion to re- 
tire, Marquis; my mind is in too unſettled 
a ſtate to allow me to liſten, with any degree 
of 9 or politeneſs, to his rhodomantade 
nonſenſe.” 

d Enough, my dear . I will receive 
him in the ſaloon, nid I yon you he ſhall 


not * me lon 8. 


1 - Ring, he lf FE room; upd before 
Henry had half ſettled the various plans he 
had in agitation, the Marquis returned, with 
a ſmile upon his countenance, ſaying, 


— . e have 
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te I have not been gone more than ten 


minutes, I believe, and can afſure Wa the 


Count is not dead. 
e Then what brought the old - man,” 
faid Henry. 

«Oh, his love for that darling ſon ;—he 
came to entreat I would interfere in the 
affair, in caſe the Count ſhould ſurvive the . 
terrible wound he has received, as he aſſures 


me he 1s ready to e e 
he was very much to blame.“ 


Can he ſuppoſe,” faid Henry, 
wanted till more "CI proofs of his 
want of courage.” | 
« He only wanted to confirm your 
fuſpicions,” ſaid the Marquis, but he was 
abſurd enough to endeavour to perſuade me 
his ſon was in actual danger. By way of 
conſolation, I faid, 1 thought death was pre- | 
ferable to diſhonour. The old man felt my 


alluſion, and wanted to enter into a very long 


detail of his ſon's expectations concerning 
N 3; Mis 
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Miſs Falkland, which I was not inclined 
to liſten to; I therefore pleaded buſineſs, 
and put an end to his viſit. I am now 
ready to attend your orders.” | 


The Marquis's carriage was in waiting, 
and they immediately proceeded to Baron 
Falkenheim's. Certain of being received, 
they inquired whether the General was at 
home, and proceeded without any further 
ceremony into his ſaloon. 


FRY 8 1 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


. 


Tur firſt perſon they caught gelt of, 
was Colonel Falkland, They were both 
rather ſurpriſed to find him there fo early, 
but eaſily gueſſed the motives of his viſit. 

After the uſual compliments, which, among 
| ſuch friends, were very brief, the Marquis 
and. Henry took their ſeats. The General 
told them their viſit was particularly apropos, 
« for I aſſure you, my Lord, the Colonel is 
N 4 | half 
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half inclined to quarrel with me, becauſe I | 
accompanied you upon wy laughable expe- 
dition yeſterday.” 

- © Laughable indeed, General,” faid 
Henry, „ hope it has not occaſioned you 
a ſerious thought, Colonel.” 

« Upon my word, my Lord, I ſhall 


5 never forgive myſelf for having put it in ſuch 


a puppy's power to inſult you > pbiickly, I 
ought to have chaftiſed him myſelf. I gueſſed 
fome ſuch meeting had taken place, from 
what paſſed laſt night at the Prince of *** ; 
and this morning the General has confirmed 
my ſuſpicions. I really ſhudder when I 
reflect what might have been the conſequence 
of my niece's imprudence ; however, ſhe 
all date no more tender epiſtles from Paris, 
for this very evening ſhe turns her back * 
her brave lover, and this ay city.“ 
If ] was not upon the wing myſelf, 
Colonel, faid Henry, I ſhould: try to 
induce you to alter your reſolution ; as it 
zs, I ſhall not be ſo much my own enemy; 
_ ' but 
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but I am convinced no one fuppoſes Miſs 
Falkland the real author of the letters the 
Count diſplayed ; I ſhould be forry to*fay 
they were forgeries, but may preſume they 
were the effuſions of his own prolifick 
brain.” 

Tou are much too good, my Lord 5 
1 fincerely wiſh J was of your opinion. Aſter 
what has ſo recently happened, I hardly know 
how to requeſt ſuch a favour, elſe F ſhould 
feel myſelf particularly flattered, if you would 
| honour Normanton with your preſence dur- 
ing this ſummer; it lies very little out of the 

road to Cleveland-Place.” - . 

ee Tf they were far as the poles ander, 
my dear Colonel, that would not prevent me 
from profiting by your kind invitation; and 
Tam fure I ſhall be a ſtill more welcome 
gueſt, if I bring the Marquis D'Orcy in my 
hand; and he has promiſed to follow me 
very ſpeedily to England. 


The Colonel expreſſed his ſatisfactiom in 
the politeſt terms; and aſter intreating his 


Ng © Lordihip __ 
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Lordſhip would make him the bearer of any 
orders he might wiſh to ſend his houſhold, 
took his leave. 


| | ener promiſed to call upon Mrs, Falk - 

land during the courſe of the day, and the 
Marquis entreated the Colonel to preſent his 
particular compliments to the amiable wo- 
man, and to aſſure her he looked forward 
with the greateſt pleaſure to the renewal of 
their acquaintance in England. 


As ſoon as the Colonel was gone, the Baron 
expreſſed his regret, to find his young 
favourite was upon the point of leaving 
France; adding, 1 loqins 2 fucigen deter- 
mination, my Lord. 

The conſequence of ſome letters I re- 
ceived, after we parted yeſterday, Baron,” 
ſaid Henry; and, I fincerely wiſh you would 
accompany the Marquis to England; our 
ſca-girt ifle is well worth ſceing, General; 
and. think Cleveland-Place, and the adja- 


. cent 
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cent ra would remind vou of your own 
country.” 

« You are very obliging, my young | 
friend,” faid the Baron; © but I am tronbled 
with a few of the Count's fears reſpecting the 
fea, therefore only hope your friendſhip for 
the Marquis D'Orcy, and myſelf, will often 
bring you to France; and ſome time or other 
I ſhall expect a viſit from you in my native 
country. There are as many things to 
mire in Switzerland as in England.“ . 

Very true, General,” ſaid the Marquis, 
« but there are no Abbeys of Canoneſs's in 
that part of the world, to receive ſick tra- 
vellers.—I tell his Lordſhip he owes his 
friends at Remiremont another viſit.” 3 


The Baron ſeized this cad oppor- 
tunity to expatiate very warmly upon the 
merits of the charming Joſephine; and con- 
cluded, by aſſuring Henry, he would intro- 2 
duce him to this lovely woman, as ſoon as 

N 8 — 0 
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The was freed from her religious vows, which 
he underſtood would be very ſhortly.” * 


Henry ſincerely wiſhed the Baron might 
e ever have it in his power to fufil his promiſe, 
but would not give way to ſuch flattering 
hopes; and the Marquis, unwilling to add to 


his regret, reminded him of the other viſit 
they had v to pay. 


The General made them both promiſe to 


dine with him the following day, and then 
ö allowed them to de pare 


They drove immediately- to Neuilly. 


| Madame de Verneuil received them in the 


moſt . friendly manner; ſhe was ane of 


"thoſe excellent characters, which needed only 
do be known to be reſpected; her whole life 


had been one continued ſeries of generous and 


benevolent aQtions; her philantrophy was uni- 
; verſal; ever eager to applaud, but ſeldom 
ventured to cenſure ;—there were few errors 


the 
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ſhe could not excuſe, and none more readily 


than thoſe of the Princeſs de Beaufremont ;—. - 


nor were there any facrifices ſhe would not 
have made to inſure her beloved friend's 
felicity. She begged the Marquis's pardon 
for having made uſe of his name, to entice 
his young friend to her Abbey: and he, with 
all the gallantry of his nation, ſaid he 
ſhould avail himſelf of her condeſcenfion, 
and in furure addreſs her as his couſin ; and 
only wiſhed they had renewed their acquaint- 
ance upon any — occaſion. 


Little Henry v was ſoon introduced, and 
defired to go to meet papa, who caught the 


ſmiling pratler in his arms, and preſſed hifws 4 


to his boſom : gazed with rapture upqn” fag © 
handſome countenance and ſparkling” eyes, 


which reminded him ſo ſtrongly of his 


ſtill adored Joſephine, that he was obliged 
to turn to one of the windows for ſome 
ſeconds, before he could preſent his ſon to 
the Marquis; ; who, though not remarkably 

| foad' 


L 
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fond of children, ſeemed delighted with this 

lovely cherub, who was all life and ſpirits, 
and ſoon began to play with his enraptured 
father. 


| "Bites wiſely forbore to mention his 
mother, but talked upon indifferent ſubjects 
with the Marquis, who told her he meant to 
viſit England re the courſe of the 


. ſummer. 


| She faid ſhe envied tim the pleaſure 
fuch an excurſion would undoubtedly afford, 
and, could ſhe, with any propriety, un- 
dertake ſuch a journey, ſhe would certainly 
viſit Great-Britain before ſhe was many 
years older. | 


| When they roſe to depart, Henry pro- 
miſed to wait upon her again the next day, 
when he hoped to be able to n day of 


his en. 
| « T hope 
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I hope you will join with me, my dear 
couſin,” ſaid the Marquis, in preventing 
my friend from ſetting of, in ſuch a ſhort 
time; I am ſenſible his dls for fo doing 

are unanfwerable ; ſtill I cannot ſuppoſe a2 
ſew days, can make any material difference, 
either to you, or any of your friends: he has 
many things to ſettle, and I am not fond 
of too great precipitation.” - 206 
« Nor I, Marquis,” faid Madame, * there- 

fore, pray, my Lord, do not let any thing 
I faid laſt night, induce you to put yourſelf 
to any inconvenience, A fe months muſt 


elapſe before any material alteration can 


take place in the firuation of onr amiable 
friend; and though I certainly wiſh to return, 
as ſpeedily as circumſtances will. permit me, 
to Remiremont, a week's delay cannot be 
attended with any conſequences.” 


Henry rempjned fixed in h's firſt refela 
tion; but as he was not at certainty of 
Fading 
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finding a proper nurſe for his ſon, within 
the time he had allowed Johnſtone, he 
choſe to leave the matter open for the 
Je.” - 


As the high road was very duſty, the Mar- 


quis ordered his coachman to drive through 


the Bois de Boulogne on their return; they 
met the Earl of Macleven, and Lady 
Agnes, taking an airing on horſeback. 


Henry was neither in Grits, nor in a talk- 
ing humour; yet he could not avoid addreſ- 
{ing his Lordſhip, and the gay Scotch laſſy. 
Aſter the ufual inquiries had paſſed, t 
Earl faid, © he began to be tired of Paris, 
and thought of eng out for Spa in ano- 


ther week. 


This gave Henry an opportunity of men- 
LH his approaching departure, which he 
attributed to ſome letters he had juſt received. 


Tue Earl ſeemed * and invited him, 
x in 
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in the moſt friendly manner, to ſpend a month 
or ſix weeks at his ſeat in 3 during 


the autumn. 


Henry, who * to hope the Earl would 
look out for ſome more ſuitable match for 
Lady Agnes, when he learnt he had an 
heir to his eſtates, and his previous engage- 
ments, made a polite, but rather evaſive re- 
ply, to his requeſt, by ſaying, © as the Mar- 
quis had been ſo obliging as to promiſe to 
favour him with his company for a few 
months, he did not know whether he ſhould 
quit the environs of London during the 
ſummer.” 


The Earl extended his invitation to the. 
Marquis, who aſſured him * he ſhould 
not leave Great-Britain without viſiting 
Scotland.” | OR 


This promiſe ſatisfied the father of 
Lady Agnes; who, after hoping to ſee 
bs Henry 
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Henry before he left Paris, rode on, and 
allowed the friends to procecd to Paris. 


The Marquis went to his toilette the 
moment they reached home, and ſet out 
by three o'clock for Verſailles, leaving 
Henry to dine alone, who ſet down for 
form ſake; but not finding himſelf in- 
clined to eat, ſoon roſe from table, and 
as Colonel Falkland had told him he in- 
tended to leave Paris in the cool of the 
evening, he ſauntered towards his hotel, 
and found every preparation making for 
their ſpeedy departure ; he therefore made 
a very ſhort viſit. Mrs. Falkland aſſured 
him © ſhe had never felt ſo great a ſhock, 
as upon learning her daughter had been 
the occaſion of a duel.” 


Henry made very light of the affair; 
and after renewing his promiſe to viſit 


them at Normanton, he proceeded, hard- 
ly knowing what to do with himſelf, to Lord 


Marſden's. a 
His 
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His Lordſhip and Mr. Trevors rallied 
him about his recent quarrel, and affect- 
ed to attribute the viſible dejection upon 
his countenance to Miſs Falkland's de- 


parture. 


He faid © they had gueſſed very right, 
and fearful he could not exiſt out of 
her ſight, he intended to follow her very 


ſpeedily.” 


Miſs Trevors ſ&med very much pleaſed 
to hear the Marquis D'Orcy meant to 
viſit England; and Henry foreſaw his friend 
would moſt likely fix his affection on that 


lady, 


He drank his tea with the family, and 

then returned to . the Hotel D'Orcy, an- 
xious to learn the refult of Johnſtone's 
reſearches. The Marquis was not come 
home; but Johnſtone aſſured him he had 
met with a perſon he hoped would ſuit 
in every reſpect, She had always been 
accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed to the care of children, and 
was very willing to engage herſelf, either 
for any length of time, or upon trial; 
but ſhe could not leave the family ſhe 
was now with, who were upon the point 
of their departure for Italy, before the 
end of the week. He faid ſo much in 
her praiſe, that Henry agreed to ſtop that 
time, and bid him engage her imme- 
diatcly, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 


Lunt Marquis did not make it late, and 
ſeemed in unuſual ſpirits, which Henry at- 
tributed to his having been making rather 
free with the bottle. He only ſaid he had 
dined with the Miniſter, but entered into no 
further details. Henry repeated what had 
paſſed concerning the nurſe, and the Mar- 
quis ſeemed very happy his journey was thus 
poſtponed, at leaſt for a few days; but as 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne neither wiſhed to pay 
nor receive vilits, he begged the Marquis 

| would 
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would allow all their friends to ſuppoſe him 
on his road to England, This he readily 
agreed to; indeed, as Henry ſpent moſt of 
his time at Neuilly, he was ſeldom to be 
ſeen in Paris. At the appointed time the 
woman was ready; but as Madame de 
Verneuil ſaid it would be proper the child 
| ſhould get acquainted with her before ſhe 
delivered him up to her care, it was agreed 
ſhe ſhould ſpend a couple of days at Neuilly 
previous to Henry's departure. Her ſtay 
there was extended to a week, owing to the 
child's having caught a flight cold, which 
Madame de Verneuil thought travelling 
would increaſe. At laſt Henry, his ſon, and 
nurſe, ſet out upon their journey. The Mar- 
quis had agreed to accompany the Marſden's 
to England; but would ſee his friend ſafe to 
Chantilli, from whence Lord Fitz-Oſborne 
proceeded by eaſy ſtages to Calais, often 
nurſing his ſon, who was now become re- 
markably fond of him, and began to make 


himſelf * underſtood, — This living 
image 


F 
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image of his Joſephine brought her inceſ- 


fantly before his eyes; and far from ſtriving 
to conquer his ill-fated paſſion, it ſeemed 
daily to increaſe, She was the mother of 
this lovely boy, and his wife in the eyes of 
Heaven ; he was therefore certainly not "at 
liberty, nor ſhould he ever think of giving 


his hand to any other woman. Such were 


his reflections during his journey. He was 
detained at Calais four days by contrary winds, 
to his inexpreſſible ennui; playing with his ſon 


was his chief amuſement, and he almoſt 


began to dread the thoughts of parting with 
him; yet, when he reflected how infinitely 


better he would be taken care of under the 


eyes of the worthy Mrs. Parker, he reſolved 
to proceed with him immediately to Biſhop 


Auckland, An almoſt total calm made 


his paſſage to Dover very tedious. He was 
upwards of ſixteen hours on board the 


packet, and both him and the child were very 


ill during the greateſt part of the time; he 


therefore choſe to pe a couple of days at 
Dover, 
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Dover, fearful the little fellow's ſtrength was 
not equal to his ſpirits. Old Johnſtone, as 
may be ſuppoſed, was overjoyed to ſee his 
young Lord and his nephew. All the ſer- 
vants now knew the infant-traveller was their 
Lord's ſon by a private marriage; the child 
therefore bore the name of Cleveland, and 
was looked upon as his heir. 


Henry had many things to ſettle with his 
ſteward, which detained him contrary to his 
firſt intentions near ten days at Cleveland- 
Houſe. He then fat out for the county of 
Durham, meaning to proceed ſlowly to Mrs, 
Parker's, but to return with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition to give the Marquis the meeting at 
Dover; and, as he did not expect him in 
leſs than a fortnight, he was convinced he 
ſhould be in time. He travelled as he had 
done from Paris ; the nurſe, little Henry and 
himſelf, in his poſt-chaiſe. They ſlept the 
firſt night at Stevenage, and the next at the 
Bell at Stilton. His Lordſhip had juſt 
190 finiſhed 
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finiſhed breakfaſt in the morning, and curi- 
oſity carried him to one of the windows of 
his room, which looked upon the high road, 
to ſurvey the paſſengers of a ſtage coach, which 


was changing horſes at the Angel directly 


oppolite. | 

His ſon, who had been as uſual his compa- 
nion, was delighted with the prancing of the 
animals, and expreſſed his joy in terms unin- 
telligible to any one but his fond father, who 
had placed him in the window by way of di- 
verting him with the fight. While be ſtood 
thus enjoying the ecſtacies of the ſweet fel- 
low, a poſt- chaiſe and four paſſed the window, 
and turned under the gateway of the Bell. — 
Henry was too attentive to the child to re- 


mark who was in it: in leſs than two minutes 


the ſtage proceeded on its journey, and 
Henry took the child in his arms and a 

proached the Bell, mtending to order his own 
horſes to be got ready, when his room door 


was opened by two of the ſtable people, 


faying, & Here—here ;” while a female voice 
vol. V. 0 exclaimed, 
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exclaimed, * No—no—next door, my Lord 
is not gone yet.” His door was inſtantly 
cloſed again ; but not before Henry, who 
was ſtanding directly oppoſite it, had caught 
_ fight of a female figure ſupported between 
two men. Curioſity, or rather his bene vo- 
tent diſpoſition, induced him to look into 
the paſſage; the Lady had been carried into - 
the room beyond his, and the female attend- 
ants belonging to the houſe were running to 
and fro in no ſmall buſtle, He addreſſed 
one, who was iſſuing her orders to thoſe 
about her, to inquire what was the matter ? 


« Why, we think a Lady, who, is juſt 
arrived, is dead, my Lord,” with a low 
courteſy, truly expreſſive of her fine feel- 
ings; „but we cannot underſtand what any 
of them ſay, for they all ſeem outlandiſh 
folks. —A ſcene of diſtreſs was ſure to inte- 
reſt Henry ; therefore, thinking he might be 
of ſervice, without any ceremony, and with 
LY | n 
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the child' ſtill in his arms, he walked into che 
room this party had been ſhewn into. — 
The Lady the chambermaid thought dead 
was lying upon a ſofa, and ſeveral people 
buſy about her, among whom was his ſon's - 
nurſe; they were ſtanding with their backs 
towards the door ;—but, what was Henry's- 
aſtoniſhment to hear ſome one ſay, in French, 
« Do not be alarmed, ſhe will ſoon recover ;” 


and to recognize his friend, the Marquis 


- D'Orcy, in the ſpeaker ! He inſtantly ruſhed 
forward, impelled by almoſt a ſupernatural 
influence, and met the eyes of his Foſephine, 
who ſeemed juſt recovering from a fainting 
fit. A ſmile, ſufficiently expreſſive of her 
innate joy, ſuffuſed. itſelf over her lovely 
countenance, while ſhe again cloſed them 
for a few ſeconds. The Marquis, who was 
now cloſe to Henry, caught the child out of 
his arms, elſe the ſweet baby would moſt 
likely have felt ſome bad effects from this 
ſtrange event ; as his father's agitation may 
be infinitely better imagined than de ſcrtbed. 
Unable 


O2 
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Unable to utter a ſingle word, he flung him- 
ſelf upon his knees by the fide of the ſofa, 
and 1a that poſture caught the lovely Joſe- 
phine in his arms. His tranſports greatly 
accelerated her recovery; and, when perfectly 
ſenſible, her looks were infinitely more ex- 
preſſive than words could have been. 


Henry was half wild; his ſurpriſe almoſt 
equalled his joy, while a violent flood of tears 
relieved the burſting heart of his Joſephine; 
and at laſt enabled her to ſay, «© My Henry, 
we meet to part no more.” | 


Henry was ſtill unable to expreſs his feel- 
ings, nor could he give way to the tranſ- 
ports he felt at ſuch a moment; but his 
Joſephine ſaw how ſincerely he participated 
in her happineſs, - while he roſe, and made a 
fign to the landlady and her ſervants to re- 
tire. They ſeemed to have ſhared in his 
Lordſhip's ſurpriſe, but inſtantly obeyed his 
orders. Nurſe ſtaid behind, and was going 


tO 
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to take the child from the Marquis; but the 
little fellow, having recognized his mother 
the inſtant ſhe was able to ſet up, put out his 
little hands, and tried ta expreſs the joy he 
felt at ſeeing ſuch a friend; the Marquis 


therefore preſented him to the overjoyed 
Joſephine, who almoſt ſmothered him with 


her careſſes, while he clung round her neck, 
and ſeemed eager to welcome her to Eng- 


land. Nurſe finding her ſervices were not 


required left the room, and the happy trio 
to. expreſs their mutual joy. 
bg * 
« But pray, my deareſt Joſephine,” — 
faid Henry, © how came I to be thus bleſt ?” 
« I mult refer you to our amiable friend, 
my dear Harry,” ſaid Joſephine ; * to him 
we owe our preſent felicity.” : 
only acted, my good friends,” ſaid 
the Marquis, © as you would have done in 
my place. To have given either of you 
hopes I might never have had it in my power 
to realize, would have been crucl to a de- 
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gree; but the. moment I learned: your 
, misfortunes, I determined to exert all my 
power and intereſt in your behalf, and to 
engage every friend I had to ſecond my 
endeavours. I went to Verſailles, you may 
remember, Henry, the day after your firſt 
interview with Madame de Aviac. The 
Prime Miniſter and myſelf are intimate 
friends, I pleaded your cauſe with all the 
eloquence I could exert in your favour; and 
with ſuch ſuccels, he procured me a private 
audience that afternoon with our gracious 
Monarch; to whom, in a very few words, I 
related your tragic ſtory; and aſſured his 
Maeſty the Princeſs had never wiſhed to de- 
prive her relations either of the family title or 
thoſe eſtates which were particularly annexed 
to it; ſhe only wiſhed to be allowed the ſame 
privilege ſo many Ladies in a ſimilar fituation 
had enjoyed, namely, to be permitted to 
diſpoſe cf her own perſon and private pro- 
perty. In ys: I hatdly knew what I either 
ſaid 
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ſaid or did. Suffice it to ſay, within three 
days I obtained His Majeſty's permiſſion | 
and recommendation to apply to the Pope 
for a revocation of his late unjuſt ſentence. 
Certain conditions I agreed to, without 
heſitation, knowing if I did but free the 
Princeſs from her vows, and eſtabliſh your 
marriage, her title and eſtates might devolve 
to the Holy See for any thing either of 
you cared. — In ſeventeen days my meſ- 
ſenger returned from Rome, and brought a 
Bull in proper form ; by which the Princeſs 
was declared totally free from all religious 
engagements, and her late marriage allowed 
to be legal, with a hundred, &cs, of no fort 
of conſequence. 


« The King then ordered the next male heir 
to aſſume the title of Prince de Beaufremont, 
to which he annexed the one half of Lady 
Fitz-Oſborne's eſtates; the reſt at her, or 
rather at your Lordfhip's, abſolute diſpoſal. 
While theſe different negociations were going 

3 forward, 
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forward, I tried to keep you in France ; but 
fearing matters might not be concluded fo 
ſpeedily as I at firſt hoped, I at laſt ſuffered 
you to depart; and, to my great joy, was 
foon enabled to ſet out for Remiremont with 
proper credentials; and had no ſmall diffi- 
culty to perſuade the Princeſs, I mean 
Lady Fitz-Oſborne, to leave her Chapter- 
' houſe.” 

«© Do not believe a word more, Henry,” 
ſaid the amiable Joſephine : © I was as im- 
patient as our friend to follow you to England.” 

« Well, may you both be as happy as you 
deſerve,” ſaid the Marquis, „and then I 
think your felicity will be permanent in this 
world; but pray, may I know what oeca- 
ſioned this late buſtle, Lady Fitz-Oſborne ? 
you were in very high ſpirits all the way from 
Bugden; and when the chaiſe ſtopped, to 
my great terror and aſtoniſhment, you laid 
to all appearance dead !” 

« Excels of joy is ſometimes more painful 
for the moment than excels of grief,” ſaid 

Joſephine, 
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Joſephine, ſmiling. We had been given to 
underſtand, you know, Marquis, we ſhould 
not overtake the two Henry's we were in 
purſuit of before evening; but I caught 
ſight of them as we drove paſt the win- 
dow.“ 

« And ſo choſe to play the fool,” ſaid the 
Marquis, ſmiling. © Though, had I been 
equally quickſighted I ſhould not have re- 
quired this explanation, But now I muſt 
entreat, my Lord, we may ſet out upon our 
return to Cleveland-houſe to-morrow, as I 
wiſh to cultivate the friendſhip of the Marſ- 
den family, who will have reached London 
by this time ; for I do not enjoy the thoughts 
of returning to France alone.” 


This propoſal was agreed to. — As 
this rencontre had made a very great al- 
teration in Henry's plans, his ſon. would 
now be brought up under his mother's eye, 
inſtead of going to Biſhop Auckland ; there- 
fore, having dedicated that day to repoſe, 

recapitulation 
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recapitulation of paſt events, &c. they ſet 
out upon their return the next; and as ſoon 
as Lord and Lady Fitz-Oſborne reached 
Cleveland-houſe, their marriage was made 
public. 


Numerous were the congratulations Henry 
received upon the joyful occaſion. His gay 
friend Aſtley, from the death of his father and 
brother, Lord Mowbray, was among the 
foremoſt to viſit the happy couple ; he had 
Juſt abjured the errors of the Romiſh church, 
and in leſs than ſix months led the all-ac- 
compliſhed, but rather diſappointed, Lady 
Agnes Douglas to the altar. Long before 
that event the Marquis had prevailed upon 
Miſs Trevors to accept his hand, and had 
agreed, at her requeſt, to ſpend the enſuing 
winter in England. 


Colonel Falkland, angry with his niece, 
and unwilling to increaſe her fortune, married 
a moſt amiable woman within the twelve- 

4; months 
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month, who brought him a ſon and heir 
before the expiration of another year, Mrs. 
Falkland continued to reſide with him; and 
the imprudent Anna, too late ſenſible of her 
errors, gave her hand to a young officer, 
who was upon a recruiting party at Oakham, 
a ſecond Count de St. Vaudemont, She was 
ſoon convinced her fortune was to him her ſole 
attraction, and that ſhe had very little happi- 
neſs to expect with ſuch a partner for life. We 
will now, therefore, leave the good characters 
we have often introduced to reap the fruits 
of their virtue in this world, and the others 
to repent of their crimes, errors, or follies, 
and amend their lives before it 1s too late ; 
merely hoping the preceding ſheets may have 
afforded half an hour's amuſement to thoſe 
who may look them over. 


FINIS. 


